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Chapter 15: The Clause — Adjective and Adverb Clauses (B)

English grammar is a vast landscape, and within that landscape, clauses are the building blocks that give

sentences depth, nuance, and clarity. Chapter 15 of many advanced grammar textbooks is devoted to the
fascinating world of adjective clauses (also called relative clauses) and adverb clauses. These clauses play a
pivotal role in transforming simple statements into rich, detailed narratives. Whether you're a student preparing for
exams, an educator refining lesson plans, or a writer looking to sharpen your prose, mastering adjective and
adverb clauses is essential for effective communication.

Why Focus on Adjective and Adverb Clauses?

Adjective clauses answer questions like which one? and what kind?, while adverb clauses answer why?, when?,
how?, and where?. By learning how to weave these clauses into sentences, you can:

e Enhance descriptive detail without resorting to repetitive phrasing.

e Control the flow of information, guiding readers through complex ideas.

» Elevate writing style, making it more engaging and sophisticated.

e Improve clarity, ensuring that readers understand relationships between ideas.

In Chapter 15, the focus on “Clause Adjective and Adverb Clauses (B)” indicates a deeper exploration of these
structures, including their variations, common pitfalls, and practical applications. This article expands on those
concepts, providing a comprehensive guide that blends theory with real-world usage.

Understanding Adjective Clauses (Relative Clauses)

Definition and Core Function

An adjective clause, or relative clause, is a dependent clause that modifies a noun or pronoun in the main clause. It
typically begins with a relative pronoun or relative adverb such as who, whom, whose, which, that, where, when,
and why. The clause provides essential or additional information about the noun it modifies.

Essential vs. Non Essential Clauses

Adjective clauses can be essential (restrictive) or non essential (non restrictive)The distinction is crucial for
punctuation and meaning:

e Essential clauses are necessary to identify the noun. They are not set off by commas. Example: The students
who study hard will pass the exam.

* Non essential clauses add extra information that can be omitted without changing the core meaning. They are
surrounded by commas. Example: My brother, who lives in New York, is visiting next week.

Relative Pronouns and Their Uses

1. Who - refers to people. Example: The author who wrote the novel is attending the book fair.

2. Whom — formal or literary form of “who.” Example: The judge, whom the defendant admired, delivered a brief
statement.

3. Whose — indicates possession. Example: The city whose skyline dazzles tourists is under construction.



4. Which — refers to animals or objects. Example: The car which was repaired last week is now running
smoothly.

5. That — can replace who or which in restrictive clauses. Example: The book that | bought yesterday is a
bestseller.

6. Where — refers to a place. Example: The café where we met is now a museum.

7. When — refers to a time. Example: The year when | graduated was unforgettable.

8. Why — refers to a reason. Example: The motive why he left remains unclear.

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

¢ Using commas with essential clauses. Avoid: The student, who studied, passed the test. Correct: The student
who studied passed the test.

¢ Omitting the relative pronoun when it is the subject of the clause. Incorrect: The teacher that gave the
assignment was strict. Correct: The teacher who gave the assignment was strict.

¢ Using “that” for non essential clauses. Incorrect: The painting, that was donated, is on display. Correct: The
painting, which was donated, is on display.

¢ Confusing “whom” with “who.” Modern usage often prefers “who” in casual contexts. Use “whom” in formal
writing when it is the object of a preposition or a verb.

Adverb Clauses — Adding Depth to Time, Reason, and Condition

Definition and Core Function

An adverb clause is a dependent clause that modifies a verb, adjective, or another adverb in the main clause. It
provides information about time, reason, condition, concession, contrast, manner, place, or degree. Adverb
clauses are introduced by subordinating conjunctions such as because, although, if, when, while, after, before,
since, until, and as soon as.

Key Subordinating Conjunctions and Their Uses

=

Because — gives reason. Example: She stayed home because she was ill.

Although — expresses concession. Example: He succeeded although the odds were against him.
If — introduces a condition. Example: We will go out if it stops raining.

When — indicates time. Example: Call me when you arrive.

While — indicates simultaneous action or contrast. Example: She sang while he played the guitar.
After — indicates sequence. Example: We left after the meeting ended.

Before — indicates sequence. Example: Finish your homework before watching TV.

Since — indicates time or reason. Example: He has been quiet since the accident.

. Until — indicates a limit in time. Example: Wait until the bell rings.

10. As soon as — indicates immediacy. Example: Call me as soon as you arrive.
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Placement of Adverb Clauses

Adverb clauses can appear at the beginning, middle, or end of a sentence. Placement often depends on the
desired emphasis and clarity.

¢ At the beginning (for emphasis or to set the context): Because the weather was terrible, we canceled the
picnic.

 In the middle (to avoid abrupt shifts): We canceled the picnic because the weather was terrible.

¢ At the end (for natural flow): We canceled the picnic, because the weather was terrible.

Common Pitfalls and Corrections

* Missing commas when the adverb clause precedes the main clause. Incorrect: Because | was tired | went to



bed. Correct: Because | was tired, | went to bed.

e Misplacing the adverb clause, causing confusion. Example: He left, if it was raining. Correct: If it was raining,
he left.

¢ Using a comma splice when connecting two independent clauses. Avoid: | finished the report, because |
needed the deadline. Use a semicolon or conjunction: | finished the report because | needed the deadline.

¢ Overusing adverb clauses, which can clutter sentences. Aim for clarity and brevity.

Integrating Adjective and Adverb Clauses into Your Writing

Techniques for Seamless Integration

1. Start with a clear main clause. This will serve as the anchor for your dependent clauses.

2. Introduce the clause with the appropriate subordinating element. Choose a relative pronoun or conjunction
that accurately conveys the relationship.

3. Maintain consistent tense and perspective. Adjective clauses should match the noun’s tense, while adverb
clauses should align with the action’s time frame.

4. Use commas judiciously. Essential clauses remain unpunctuated; non essential ones receive commas.

5. Vary sentence length and structure. Mix simple, compound, and complex sentences to keep readers
engaged.

Examples of Complex Sentences Using Both Clause Types

¢ The teacher, who had taught for twenty years, decided to retire because the school was closing its campus.
« We will travel if the weather is favorable, and we will explore the city where the festival takes place.
« She left before the clock struck midnight, although she was told to stay until the end of the meeting.

Practice Exercises — Test Your Mastery

Exercise 1: Identify the Clause Type
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