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Understanding Subject Verb Agreement: A Deep Dive into Chapter 16

Mastering subject verb agreement is essential for clear, confident writing. Whether you're drafting a business report,
crafting a novel, or polishing a school essay, the harmony between a sentence’s subject and its verb determines
readability and professionalism. In many English grammar textbooks, the topic is broken down into distinct sections,
with Chapter 160often dedicated to the nuances of subject verb agreement. This article explores the core principles,
common pitfalls, and practical strategies highlighted in that chapter, offering a comprehensive guide for students,
writers, and language enthusiasts alike.

Why Subject Verb Agreement Matters

At its core, subject verb agreement ensures that the verb’s form matches the subject in number (singular or plural)
and person (first, second, third). When this alignment fails, sentences can become confusing, awkward, or even
humorous. For example:

e Correct: The dog runs fast.
¢ Incorrect: The dog run fast.

In professional contexts, such errors can undermine credibility, while in creative writing, they can distract readers
from the narrative. That's why the rules governing subject verb agreement are taught early and revisited throughout
language education.

Chapter 16 Overview: Key Themes and Objectives

While textbook structures vary, Chapter 16: Agreement of Subject and Verbtypically focuses on the following
objectives:

1. Identifying the subject in a sentence.

2. Determining the correct verb form based on number and person.

3. Handling special cases such as collective nouns, compound subjects, and indefinite pronouns.
. Applying these rules to complex sentence structures.
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By the end of this chapter, students should be able to analyze any sentence for subject verb agreement and correct
common errors. The chapter also includes exercises that reinforce learning through practice, making it a
cornerstone of English grammar education.

Fundamental Rules of Subject Verb Agreement

The most basic rule states that a singular subject requires a singular verb, while a plural subject requires a plural
verb. For example:

e Singular: She writes every night.
 Plural: They write every night.

In English, the third person singular present tense typically ends with ans or -es (e.g., walks, passes), while the
plural form omits this ending.

Collective nouns such as team, committee, or flockcan be tricky. In American English, they are usually treated as



singular:

« Correct: The committee has decided.
¢ Incorrect: The committee have decided.

However, if you emphasize the individual members acting together, a plural verb may be acceptable, especially in
British English:

e Correct (British): The committee have reached a consensus.

When two or more subjects are joined by and, the verb is usually plural:

e Correct: John and Mary are going to the concert.
* Incorrect: John and Mary is going to the concert.

However, if the compound subject refers to a single entity or idea, a singular verb is used:

e Correct: Peanut butter and jelly is my favorite sandwich.

Pronouns such as everyone, everything, each, and none are singular and require singular verbs, while others like
both, few, and many are plural:

e Singular: Everyone has arrived.
e Plural: Many have arrived.

Sometimes a phrase or clause separates the subject from the verb, which can lead to confusion. The verb still
agrees with the subject, not the intervening words:

e Correct: The men who are standing in the hallway are waiting.
« Incorrect: The men who are standing in the hallway is waiting.

Special Cases and Common Pitfalls

When a title or a person’s name is followed by a descriptive phrase, the verb should agree with the title or the
name, not the descriptive phrase:

e Correct: Dr. Smith is arriving soon.
 Incorrect: Dr. Smith are arriving soon.

Expressions that include numbers or quantities can be misleading. The verb should agree with the noun that
follows the number:

e Correct: Three apples are on the table.
 Incorrect: Three apples is on the table.

When correlative conjunctions such as either...or, neither...nor, both...and, or not only...but alsoare  used, the
verb agrees with the element closest to it:

e Correct: Either the manager or the assistants are responsible.
e Correct: Neither the manager nor the assistants is responsible.

Sentences that start with an adverbial phrase or clause often invert the usual order, but the subject verb agreement
remains unchanged:

e Correct: After the meeting, the team has decided to postpone.
 Incorrect: After the meeting, the team have decided to postpone.

Practical Exercises to Master Chapter 16



Practice is essential for internalizing subject verb agreement rules. Below are several exercises modeled after those
found in Chapter 16 of typical grammar textbooks. Try to complete them before checking the answers.

Choose the correct verb to complete each sentence.

The committee (decide / decides) on the budget next week.

Either the manager or the employees (are / is) responsible for the error.

The students (studies / study) in the library every evening.

Not only the coach (train / trains) the players, but also the assistant (train / trains) them.
The data (shows / show) a significant increase in sales.
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Rewrite the following sentences so that the subject and verb agree.

Everyone in the office have finished their reports.

The pair of shoes that was left on the floor is missing.

Neither the cats nor the dog are allowed on the sofa.

The group of students who are studying in the library are preparing for the exam.
Both the manager and the assistants has been working late.
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Compose five sentences that demonstrate each of the following rules:

e Singular vs. plural agreement.
e Compound subjects.
Collective nouns.

Indefinite pronouns.

« Intervening phrases.

Integrating Subject Verb Agreement into Writing Practice

Once you're comfortable with the rules, the next step is to apply them in real writing scenarios. Here are some
strategies to help you maintain agreement consistently:

* Read aloud: Hearing your sentences can highlight awkward or incorrect verb forms.

e Use a grammar checker: Tools like Grammarly or the built in Word checker can flag agreement errors, but
always double check the suggestions.

* Peer review: Having someone else read your work can catch errors you might have missed.

* Keep a reference sheet: A quick cheat sheet of common tricky cases (e.g., collective nouns, compound
subjects) can be a handy reminder.

SEO Considerations: Making the Article Search Friendly
To ensure this article performs well in search engines, we've employed several SEO best practices:

* Keyword placement: The primary keyword phrase “chapter 16 agreement agreement of subject and verb a
appears naturally in the introduction and a few key sections.

¢ Semantic keywords: Terms such as “subject verb agreement,
woven throughout, enhancing relevance.

e Structured headings: Clear h2 and h3 tags improve readability and help search engines understand the
article’s hierarchy.

« Internal linking (conceptual): By referencing related grammar topics (e.g., “indefinite pronouns”), we signal
topical depth.

« Readability score: The article uses short paragraphs, bullet points, and simple language to maintain a high
readability score.

grammar rules,” and “collective nouns” are



Conclusion

Mastering subject verb agreement is a cornerstone of effective English writingChapter 160of many grammar
textbooks provides a thorough exploration of the rules, exceptions, and practical applications that ensure your
sentences are clear and correct. By understanding the fundamentals—singular versus plural, collective nouns,
compound subjects, indefinite pronouns, and intervening phrases—you can confidently construct sentences that
read smoothly and professionally.

Remember, practice is key. Use the exercises above, keep a quick reference guide handy, and review your work
carefully. With dedication, you'll transform subject verb agreement from a source of frustration into a powerful tool
that elevates your writing to the next level.
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