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Chapter 17 Section 2 Guided Reading: Communists Take Power in China – 
Answers and Analysis

In the study of twentieth �century history, the rise of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) to national leadership is a 

pivotal moment that reshaped the political, social, and economic landscape of East Asia and the world. For 

students engaging with the textbook’s chapter 17 section 2 guided readingon “Communists Take Power in

China,” the questions often revolve around the causes of the Communist victory, the strategies employed by Mao

Zedong and his allies, and the immediate consequences for Chinese society. This article offers a comprehensive,

2000 �plus �word guide to answering those questions, weaving together historical facts, analytical insights, and

contextual background. Whether you’re preparing for a quiz, writing an essay, or simply deepening your

understanding, the following sections break down the key themes, provide model answers, and highlight the

significance of the Communist triumph in 1949.

1. Setting the Stage: China in the First Half of the 20th Century

To grasp why the Communists ultimately seized power, one must first understand the turbulent environment that

preceded 1949. The early 1900s saw China grappling with imperial decline, foreign incursions, and internal

fragmentation.

•  Imperial Weakness and Foreign Invasions: The Qing dynasty’s collapse in 1911 left a power vacuum. Imperial 

Japan, Russia, and Western powers carved out spheres of influence, extracting concessions and undermining 

Chinese sovereignty.

•  Warlord Era (1916–1928): Regional military leaders fought for dominance, leaving the central government 

impotent. The lack of a unified state made it difficult to resist foreign pressure or address internal crises.

•  Rise of Nationalist Sentiment: The May Fourth Movement (1919) sparked intellectual activism, demanding 

modernization and national rejuvenation. This climate nurtured both the Nationalist Party (Kuomintang, or KMT) 

and the nascent Communist Party.

These conditions set the stage for a protracted civil war between the KMT and the CCP, with the latter gradually

gaining ground through grassroots mobilization and strategic alliances.

2. The Core of Chapter 17 Section 2: Key Themes and Questions

Chapter 17 section 2 focuses on the period from 1945 to 1949, when the CCP, under Mao Zedong’s leadership,

transitioned from insurgency to statecraft. The guided reading typically asks students to analyze:

1.  The strategic advantages the Communists leveraged during the civil war.

2.  The role of ideology and propaganda in securing popular support.

3.  The impact of foreign intervention (or lack thereof) on the outcome.

4.  The immediate changes implemented after the establishment of the People’s Republic of China (PRC).

Below, we provide concise yet detailed answers that align with these questions, followed by deeper analysis.

3. Model Answers to Common Guided Reading Questions



The CCP’s success can be attributed to a combination of military strategy, ideological appeal, and socio �economic

reforms:

•  Guerrilla Warfare: By avoiding direct confrontation with the better �armed KMT, the Communists used hit �and �run 

tactics, making it costly for the Nationalists to maintain control over rural areas.

•  Land Reform: The CCP’s promise to redistribute land to peasants resonated with the majority of the rural 

population, earning them loyalty and manpower.

•  Political Mobilization: Local committees and the “Red Army” fostered a sense of collective purpose, turning 

ordinary citizens into active participants in the revolution.

•  Weaknesses of the KMT: Corruption, poor morale, and a failure to address peasant grievances weakened the 

Nationalist government’s legitimacy.

•  Strategic Alliances: Temporary cooperation with the Soviet Union and the withdrawal of Japanese forces after 

World War II reduced external pressure on the CCP.

Mao’s blend of Marxist-Leninist theory with Chinese realities—known as Maoism—served as a guiding framework:

•  People’s War: Mao emphasized that the peasantry, not the urban proletariat, should lead the revolution, 

aligning the party’s strategy with China’s demographic reality.

•  Continuous Revolution: The idea that revolution is an ongoing process helped the CCP maintain momentum 

and adapt to changing conditions.

•  Self �Reliance: Mao’s focus on self �sufficiency (Jinggangshan principles) fostered a culture of resilience and 

independence.

Foreign involvement had a paradoxical effect:

•  Japan: The Japanese occupation weakened the KMT’s resources and infrastructure, creating a power 

vacuum that the CCP filled.

•  United States: While the U.S. provided aid to the Nationalists, the assistance was often mismanaged, leading 

to corruption and inefficiency.

•  Union of Soviet Socialist Republics: The USSR offered logistical support and ideological guidance to the CCP, 

but it was the CCP’s domestic initiatives that ultimately secured victory.

Upon establishing the PRC on October 1, 1949, the CCP implemented sweeping reforms:

•  Land Redistribution: Land was confiscated from landlords and redistributed to peasants, eradicating feudal 

structures.

•  Nationalization of Industry: State control over key industries and banks consolidated economic power.

•  Educational Reforms: Literacy campaigns and the establishment of new schools aimed to raise national 

education levels.

•  Political Reorganization: The CCP created a one �party state, dissolving opposition parties and instituting a 

new legal framework.

4. In �Depth Analysis: Why the Communists Took Power

Beyond the surface answers, it is essential to explore the underlying dynamics that propelled the CCP to victory.

The following subsections delve into economic, social, and geopolitical factors that shaped this historic shift.

China’s economy in the 1930s and 1940s was predominantly agrarian, with roughly 80% of the population living in

rural areas. The feudal system had entrenched a landlord class that owned the majority of arable land, while

peasants worked under oppressive conditions. The CCP’s land reform policy directly addressed this inequity by

redistributing land to the tillers. This move did more than just alter property ownership; it created a powerful political

base that could be mobilized for military and administrative purposes.



Mao’s adaptation of Marxist ideology to the Chinese context created a unifying narrative that transcended ethnic,

regional, and class divisions. The CCP’s slogan “One country, two systems” (in its early form) and the emphasis on

collective over individual rights fostered a sense of shared destiny. This ideological cohesion was instrumental in

sustaining morale during the harsh winter campaigns and in the face of Nationalist reprisals.

Unlike the conventional warfare favored by the KMT, the CCP’s Red Army employed guerrilla tactics that leveraged

the terrain and the local populace’s support. The famous “Long March” (1934–1935) not only demonstrated

resilience but also served as a powerful propaganda tool, showcasing the CCP’s determination and adaptability.

These tactics allowed the Communists to evade superior firepower and maintain operational flexibility.

The conclusion of World War II in 1945 dramatically altered the balance of power in East Asia. Japanese forces

withdrew, leaving behind infrastructure and a power vacuum. The CCP capitalized on this vacuum by seizing

strategic locations and consolidating control over rural and border regions. Moreover, the Soviet Union’s brief

occupation of Manchuria provided the CCP with military aid and a strategic advantage against the KMT, who were

simultaneously fighting a war on multiple fronts.

The CCP’s mastery of propaganda—through newspapers, radio broadcasts, and later, state-sponsored art—

enabled it to shape public perception. By presenting the Nationalists as corrupt and ineffective, the Communists

positioned themselves as the legitimate guardians of China’s future. This narrative was reinforced through

controlled education systems that emphasized CCP ideology from a young age.

5. The Aftermath: Building a New China

After seizing power, the CCP embarked on an ambitious program of state building. The following sections outline

the major reforms and their long �term implications.

Land reform was not merely a redistribution of property; it also involved the establishment of collective farms and

the introduction of new agricultural techniques. While these initiatives increased productivity in the short term, they

also laid the groundwork for later collectivization efforts, such as the Great Leap Forward.

Inspired by Soviet models, the CCP introduced the First Five �Year Plan (1953–1957) to rapidly industrialize the

nation. Key sectors—steel, coal, and machinery—were prioritized. However, the focus on heavy industry often

came at the expense of consumer goods, leading to shortages and public dissatisfaction.

The CCP’s cultural policy sought to eradicate feudal customs and promote a socialist ethos. Literacy campaigns,

the re �organization of schools, and the promotion of science and technology were integral to this vision. Despite

initial successes, the Cultural Revolution (1966–1976) would later disrupt these gains.
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