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Introduction

In the world of AP European History, mastering each chapter is essential for building a solid foundation in the

curriculum. Chapter 22, often referred to as the “Enlightenment, Revolution, and Reform” unit, is a pivotal segment

that covers the intellectual currents, political upheavals, and societal transformations that reshaped Europe in the

late 18th and early 19th centuries. Whether you’re a student preparing for the AP exam or an educator designing a

lesson plan, a clear, comprehensive outline of this chapter can streamline the learning process, highlight key

connections, and ensure that no critical detail is overlooked.

Below you will find a meticulously organized, SEO �friendly outline that captures the essence of Chapter 22 AP Euro.

It includes thematic overviews, chronological milestones, influential thinkers, major events, and practical study

strategies—all presented in clean HTML for easy integration into study guides, websites, or classroom materials.

Overview of Chapter 22: The Enlightenment, Revolution, and Reform

Chapter 22 spans a transformative era marked by a clash of ideas, a radical reconfiguration of political systems,

and a wave of reforms that rippled across Europe. The chapter’s core revolves around three interlinked themes: the

rise of Enlightenment thought, the eruption of the French Revolution, and the subsequent ripple effects that led to

reforms in other European states.

Key Themes and Concepts

•  Enlightenment Ideals: Rationalism, secularism, individual rights, and the questioning of traditional authority.

•  Revolutionary Momentum: The shift from absolute monarchy to republicanism, the role of popular sovereignty, 

and the influence of Enlightenment on revolutionary rhetoric.

•  Reform and Reaction: The oscillation between liberal reforms and conservative backlash, the spread of 

revolutionary ideas beyond France, and the emergence of new political structures.

Important Dates and Events

1.  1760s–1790s: Enlightenment thinkers publish seminal works.

2.  1789: Storming of the Bastille; beginning of the French Revolution.

3.  1792–1795: First French Republic; Reign of Terror.

4.  1799: Napoleon Bonaparte rises to power.

5.  1804: Napoleon crowns himself Emperor.

6.  1815: Battle of Waterloo; Congress of Vienna and the restoration of monarchies.

Key Figures and Philosophies

•  Voltaire, Rousseau, Montesquieu: Advocated for freedom, equality, and separation of powers.

•  Thomas Paine: Translated Enlightenment ideas to the American context.

•  Napoleon Bonaparte: Military genius and political reformer who codified many Enlightenment principles.

•  Charles X, George III, Maria Theresa: Monarchs who either resisted or adapted to revolutionary pressures.

Geopolitical Impact

The events of Chapter 22 did not remain confined to France. Revolutionary fervor inspired uprisings in Italy,



Germany, and the Balkans, while conservative monarchies formed coalitions to suppress dissent. The Napoleonic

Code spread legal reforms across Europe, influencing modern legal systems worldwide.

Detailed Chapter 22 Outline

Below is a section �by �section breakdown that captures every essential element of the chapter, organized for

maximum clarity and ease of study.

Section 1: The Rise of Enlightenment Thought

The Enlightenment, often called the Age of Reason, challenged traditional authority and laid the intellectual

groundwork for revolution.

•  Origins: The scientific revolution of the 17th century, the rise of print culture, and the spread of universities.

•  Philosophical Pillars:

Rationalism: Emphasis on reason as the primary source of knowledge.

•  Empiricism: Knowledge derived from sensory experience.

•  Humanism: Focus on human potential and secular ethics.

1.  John Locke’s “Two Treatises of Government” (1689).

2.  Montesquieu’s “Spirit of the Laws” (1748).

3.  Voltaire’s “Letters on England” (1733).

4.  Jean-Jacques Rousseau’s “The Social Contract” (1762).

Section 2: The French Revolution

The French Revolution stands as a watershed moment that reshaped the political landscape of Europe.

•  Causes:

Economic crisis: national debt, poor harvests, and bread shortages.

•  Social inequality: Estates system, privileges of the clergy and nobility.

•  Political mismanagement: Louis XVI’s indecisiveness and failure to reform.

1.  1789–1791: Constitutional Monarchy.

2.  1792–1794: First Republic and Reign of Terror.

3.  1795–1799: Directory period.

1.  1789: Storming of the Bastille, Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen.

2.  1791: Flight to Varennes; attempted escape of the royal family.

3.  1792: Abolition of the monarchy; execution of Louis XVI.

4.  1793–1794: Reign of Terror under Robespierre.

5.  1795: Constitution of the Year III and the establishment of the Directory.

Section 3: Reign of Terror and Napoleon

After the chaotic period of the Directory, Napoleon Bonaparte emerged as a decisive leader, reshaping France and

Europe.

•  Rise to Power: 1799 coup d’état; establishment of the Consulate.

•  Napoleonic Code:

Codification of civil law: property rights, contract law, and equality before the law.



•  Influence on legal systems beyond France.

1.  Italian Wars (1796–1797).

2.  Egyptian Campaign (1798).

3.  Peninsular War (1808–1814).

4.  Battle of Austerlitz (1805) – “Napoleon’s greatest victory.”

Section 4: Reaction and Reform Across Europe

Napoleon’s conquests and the spread of revolutionary ideals triggered both liberal and conservative responses

throughout the continent.

•  Coalitions: Formation of the Third, Fourth, and Fifth Coalitions to oppose France.

•  Congress of Vienna (1814–1815):

Redrawing of borders; restoration of monarchies.

•  Principle of legitimacy vs. national self �determination.

•  Creation of the Holy Alliance.

1.  Italian unification movements (Risorgimento).

2.  German states’ push for constitutionalism.

3.  Industrial Revolution’s influence on social reform.

Study Tips for AP Euro Chapter 22

Understanding Chapter 22 requires a blend of chronological knowledge, thematic analysis, and critical thinking.

Below are actionable strategies to master this unit.

Creating a Timeline

Visualizing events on a timeline helps you see cause and effect, overlapping movements, and the pace of change.

Include:

•  Key dates (e.g., 1789, 1792, 1804).

•  Major figures and their roles.

•  Important documents (e.g., Declaration of the Rights of Man).

Comparative Analysis

Compare and contrast:

•  Enlightenment ideals vs. revolutionary outcomes.

•  Different phases of the French Revolution.

•  Reforms in France vs. reforms in other European states.

Practice Questions

Regularly test yourself with multiple �choice and short �answer questions. Focus on:

•  Identifying causes and effects.

•  Linking philosophers to specific reforms.

•  Analyzing primary source excerpts.

Sample Multiple �Choice Questions

1.  Which Enlightenment philosopher’s ideas most directly influenced the American and French revolutions? 



John Locke

2.  Voltaire

3.  Jean-Jacques Rousseau

4.  Thomas Paine

1.  To centralize power in the monarchy.

2.  To codify civil law and promote equality before the law.

3.  To establish a new religious doctrine.

4.  To create a unified European currency.

1.  Storming of the Bastille

2.  Execution of Louis XVI

3.  Battle of Waterloo

4.  French Revolution’s Reign of Terror

Essay Prompt Ideas

AP Euro essays often require synthesis of multiple sources and critical evaluation. Here are three prompt ideas

aligned with Chapter 22.

•  Prompt 1: “To what extent did Enlightenment ideas shape the political transformations of the French 

Revolution?”
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