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Introduction

For students tackling the AP United States History (APUSH) exam, mastering each chapter of the curriculum is
essential. Among the many units, Chapter 27 often stands out as a pivotal section that bridges the late 19th century
with the early 20th century. Whether you're a high school senior, a college freshman, or a lifelong learner, having a
clear, organized set of chapter 27 APUSH notescan make the difference between a solid performance and a
missed opportunity.

This article offers a deep dive into the content, themes, and study strategies for Chapter 27. We'll walk through
historical context, key events, major figures, primary sources, and exam-ready techniques—all presented in clean,
SEO-friendly HTML for easy reading and sharing.

Overview of Chapter 27 in APUSH

Historical Context

Chapter 27 typically covers the period from the late 1800s to the early 1900s, a time of rapid transformation in the
United States. The nation was emerging from Reconstruction, grappling with industrialization, and expanding its
influence on the global stage. This era, often referred to as the Gilded Age and Progressive Era, is marked by
significant social, political, and economic changes that set the foundation for modern America.

Key Themes

¢ Industrialization and Economic Growth — The rise of corporations, technological innovations, and the shift
from agrarian to industrial economies.

e Urbanization and Immigration — Massive influxes of immigrants and the rapid growth of cities.

¢ Political Reform and Progressivism — Efforts to curb corporate power, expand democracy, and address social
injustices.

e Foreign Policy and Imperialism — The United States’ growing role in international affairs and its ventures into
overseas territories.

e Social Movements — Labor unions, women’s suffrage, and civil rights movements emerging during this period.

Major Events

The chapter covers several landmark events that shaped the nation’s trajectory, including the rise of monopolies,
the 1906 San Francisco earthquake, the Spanish-American War, and the passage of landmark Progressive
legislation. Understanding these events in their broader context helps students answer both multiple-choice
questions and essay prompts with depth and nuance.

Detailed Chapter 27 Notes

Political Landscape

Political power in Chapter 27 was dominated by the two major parties—Democrats and Republicans—each
navigating the challenges of a rapidly changing society. Key political developments include:

e The Presidency of William McKinley — Emphasized protectionist tariffs and expansionist foreign policy.



* Progressive Reforms under Theodore Roosevelt — Known for trust-busting, conservation efforts, and the
“Square Deal”

¢ The Rise of the Populist Movement — Advocated for monetary reform and greater political representation for
farmers and laborers.

Economic Developments

The late 19th and early 20th centuries were characterized by unprecedented economic growth and technological
innovation:

¢ Railroad Expansion — Connected the country, facilitated trade, and spurred industrial growth.

e Emergence of Trusts and Monopolies — Companies like Standard Oil and U.S. Steel consolidated markets,
prompting calls for regulation.

» Technological Innovations — The invention of the telephone, electric light bulb, and mass production
techniques revolutionized daily life.

Social Movements

Social change was a driving force in Chapter 27. Key movements included:

e Labor Unions — The American Federation of Labor (AFL) and the Industrial Workers of the World (IWW)
fought for workers’ rights.

 Women'’s Suffrage — The suffragists campaigned tirelessly, culminating in the 19th Amendment.

* Racial and Ethnic Struggles — Jim Crow laws, the rise of the Ku Klux Klan, and the fight for civil rights.

Foreign Policy

During this era, the United States expanded its influence beyond its borders:

¢ Spanish-American War (1898) — Resulted in the acquisition of Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Philippines.

¢ Panama Canal Construction — A monumental engineering feat that shortened maritime routes.

¢ Diplomatic Relations — Engagements with European powers and the establishment of the Roosevelt Corollary
to the Monroe Doctrine.

Primary Sources and Documents

Studying primary sources is crucial for developing analytical skills and contextual understanding. Key documents
for Chapter 27 include:

¢ McKinley’s “The United States in the World” Speech — Advocates for American expansionism.
¢ Roosevelt's “The New Nationalism” Address — Calls for progressive reforms.

¢ Labor Union Manifestos — lllustrate workers’ grievances and demands.

* Women'’s Suffrage Pamphlets — Highlight the arguments for enfranchising women.

Important Dates and Timeline

1884 — Formation of the Populist Party.

1892 — William Jennings Bryan's “Cross of Gold” speech.

1898 — Spanish-American War.

1901 — Theodore Roosevelt becomes President after McKinley’s assassination.

1903 — The founding of the National Conservation Commission.

1906 — San Francisco earthquake and the subsequent building code reforms.

1912 — The passage of the 16th (income tax) and 17th (direct election of senators) Amendments.
1918 — The 19th Amendment ratified, granting women the right to vote.

© N OA DR



Key Figures and Their Contributions

William McKinley — Advocated for protective tariffs and American expansion.

Theodore Roosevelt — Known for progressive reforms, conservation, and foreign diplomacy.
¢ John D. Rockefeller — Founder of Standard Oil; symbol of industrial monopolies.

Jane Addams — Social reformer and founder of Hull House.

Elizabeth Cady Stanton — Leader of the early women's suffrage movement.

W.E.B. Du Bois — Civil rights activist and founder of the NAACP.

Analyzing Primary Sources

Effective analysis of primary documents is a cornerstone of APUSH success. When approaching a source,
consider the following steps:

Author and Audience — Identify who wrote the document and for whom it was intended.
Historical Context — Place the document within the broader events of Chapter 27.
Purpose and Bias — Understand the author’s motivations and potential biases.

Key Arguments — Summarize the main points and evidence presented.

Implications — Reflect on how the document influenced or reflected societal changes.
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Exam Preparation Tips

Multiple Choice Strategies

Mastering multiple-choice questions requires a combination of content knowledge and test-taking tactics:

* Read the Question Carefully — Identify keywords that indicate what the question is truly asking.

« Eliminate Wrong Answers — Use process of elimination to narrow down choices.

e Look for “All of the Above” or “None of the Above” Options — Verify each answer before selecting.

e Apply Historical Knowledge — Relate the question to specific events, dates, or figures from Chapter 27.

Essay Prompts

APUSH essays demand analytical depth and clear organization. Follow these guidelines:

e Thesis Statement — Provide a concise answer to the prompt.

¢ Evidence Integration — Use primary and secondary sources to support claims.
Contextualization — Place the thesis within the broader historical narrative.
Chronological Structure — Organize ideas in a logical, time-ordered fashion.

¢ Conclusion — Summarize key points and reinforce the thesis.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

¢ Overgeneralization — Avoid vague statements; use specific details from Chapter 27.

« Ignoring Context — Always relate facts back to the larger historical framework.

* Misreading Primary Sources — Carefully analyze the author’s perspective and purpose.
Skipping Review — Regularly revisit notes to reinforce memory and understanding.

* Neglecting Essay Structure — A disorganized essay can lose points even if content is strong.

Additional Resources

e APUSH Study Guides — Comprehensive guides from college prep sites.
e Primary Source Collections — Digital archives such as the Library of Congress.
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