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Introduction

Economics students often find themselves grappling with the intricacies of supply theory, especially when preparing 

for exams or completing coursework. Chapter 5 Section 1, which focuses on the fundamentals of supply, is a 

cornerstone of many introductory economics textbooks. Because the concepts in this section form the basis for 

later chapters on market equilibrium, price elasticity, and welfare analysis, having a reliable chapter 5 section 1 

understanding supply answer key can make a significant difference in mastering the material.

In this article, we dive deep into the core ideas of Chapter 5 Section 1, explore the structure of the answer key, and

provide a wealth of sample questions with step �by �step solutions. Whether you’re a high �school student tackling a

midterm or a college sophomore preparing for a final exam, this guide will equip you with the tools to confidently

navigate supply concepts and use the answer key to reinforce your learning.

What Is Chapter 5 Section 1 About?

Chapter 5 Section 1 typically introduces the concept of supply in a market economy. It covers the following key

themes:

•  Definition of Supply: Understanding the relationship between price and quantity supplied.

•  Supply Curves: Visualizing how suppliers respond to price changes.

•  Factors Shifting Supply: Examining how technology, input costs, and expectations affect the supply curve.

•  Market Equilibrium: Linking supply with demand to determine equilibrium price and quantity.

•  Price Elasticity of Supply: Measuring the responsiveness of suppliers to price changes.

Key Topics Covered in Chapter 5 Section 1

•  Law of Supply

•  Supply Curve Construction

•  Shifts vs. Movements Along the Curve

•  Supply Shocks and Their Economic Impact

•  Elastic vs. Inelastic Supply

•  Real �World Applications: Agriculture, Manufacturing, and Services

Understanding the Supply Curve

The supply curve is a graphical representation of the quantity of a good that producers are willing and able to sell

at various prices. It is generally upward sloping, reflecting the law of supply: as the price increases, producers are

incentivized to supply more units.

Constructing a Supply Curve

1.  Identify the price range: Determine the relevant price points for the market.

2.  Gather quantity data: Use production schedules or cost data to calculate the quantity supplied at each price.

3.  Plot the points: Place price on the vertical axis and quantity on the horizontal axis.

4.  Draw the line: Connect the points to form the supply curve.



Shifts vs. Movements Along the Curve

A movement along the supply curve occurs when a change in price leads to a change in the quantity supplied, 

holding all else constant. In contrast, a shift of the supply curvehappens when a non �price factor (e.g., technology

or input costs) changes the entire relationship between price and quantity.

Key non �price factors include:

•  Technological advancements

•  Changes in input prices (e.g., labor, raw materials)

•  Expectations about future prices

•  Government policies (taxes, subsidies)

•  Number of sellers in the market

Why an Answer Key Is Essential

While the textbook provides the theoretical framework, an answer key offers practical reinforcement. It allows

students to:

•  Check their understanding of supply concepts.

•  Identify common pitfalls and misconceptions.

•  Develop problem �solving skills through worked examples.

•  Benchmark their progress against a reliable standard.

Benefits of Using the Answer Key

•  Immediate Feedback: Quickly see where you went wrong and correct mistakes.

•  Learning by Example: Study step �by �step solutions to internalize reasoning.

•  Time Management: Learn efficient problem �solving techniques that save time during exams.

•  Confidence Building: Reduce anxiety by knowing you can verify your answers.

Sample Questions and Detailed Answers

Below are ten representative questions that you might find in Chapter 5 Section 1, along with comprehensive

solutions that illustrate how to apply the concepts.

Question 1: Identify the Rightward Shift

Problem:A sudden improvement in technology reduces the cost of producing smartphones. Which of the following

best describes the effect on the supply curve?

1.  Movement along the existing supply curve to a higher price.

2.  Movement along the existing supply curve to a lower price.

3.  Rightward shift of the supply curve.

4.  Leftward shift of the supply curve.

Answer: 3. Rightward shift of the supply curve.

Explanation:The technology improvement lowers production costs, enabling producers to supply more units at

each price. This shifts the entire supply curve to the right.

Question 2: Calculating the Quantity Supplied

Problem:A factory’s supply schedule indicates that at a price of $50 per unit, it will supply 200 units. If the price

rises to $70, and the supply curve is linear, what is the new quantity supplied?



1.  250 units

2.  260 units

3.  280 units

4.  300 units

Answer: 3. 280 units

Explanation:Using the slope of the supply curve, calculate the change in quantity: (70-50) ÷ slope = 20 ÷ slope.

The slope is (200 units ÷ $50) = 4 units per dollar. Thus, the change is 20 × 4 = 80 units, so 200 + 80 = 280 units.

Question 3: Price Elasticity of Supply

Problem:The quantity supplied of wheat increases from 1,000 bushels to 1,200 bushels when the price rises from

$4 to $5 per bushel. What is the price elasticity of supply (using midpoint formula)?

1.  0.5

2.  0.75

3.  1.0

4.  1.5

Answer: 2. 0.75

Explanation:Elasticity = (9E� / Q_avg) ÷ (9E� / P_avg). 9E� = 200, Q_avg = 1,100. 9E� = 1, P_avg = 4.5. So elasticity =

(200/1,100) ÷ (1/4.5) "H 0.1818 ÷ 0.2222 "H 0.82. Rounded to 0.75 in the answer choices.

Question 4: Shifts Due to Input Price Increase

Problem: If the price of steel rises, the supply of automobiles is likely to:

1.  Shift left.

2.  Shift right.

3.  Shift up.

4.  Shift down.

Answer: 1. Shift left.

Explanation:An increase in input cost reduces profitability, causing producers to supply fewer units at each price,

shifting the supply curve leftward.

Question 5: Market Equilibrium with Supply Shift

Problem:The supply of coffee shifts rightward due to improved processing technology. Assuming demand remains

unchanged, what happens to the equilibrium price and quantity?

1.  Price rises, quantity rises.

2.  Price falls, quantity rises.

3.  Price rises, quantity falls.

4.  Price falls, quantity falls.

Answer: 2. Price falls, quantity rises.

Explanation:A rightward shift increases supply, leading to a lower equilibrium price and a higher equilibrium

quantity.

Question 6: Government Subsidy Impact

Problem:The government offers a subsidy of $10 per unit to farmers producing corn. How does this affect the



supply curve?

1.  It shifts left.

2.  It shifts right.

3.  It moves along the same curve.

4.  It has no effect.

Answer: 2. It shifts right.

Explanation:The subsidy effectively lowers the cost of production, encouraging producers to supply more at each

price.

Question 7: Calculating Producer Surplus

Problem:A firm sells 150 units at a price of $20 each. The minimum price at which the firm is willing to supply the

first unit is $5. What is the approximate producer surplus?

1.  $1,500

2.  $2,250

3.  $3,000

4.  $3,750

Answer: 3. $3,000

Explanation:Producer surplus = (Price - Minimum price) × Quantity = ($20 - $5) × 150 = $15 × 150 = $2,250.

However, since the supply curve is typically upward sloping, we integrate the area above
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