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Introduction

Engineering Mechanics: Statics, authored by R.C. Hibbeler, is one of the most widely used textbooks for

undergraduate mechanical and civil engineering courses. Among its many chapters, Chapter 8—dedicated to the

analysis of frames—forms a cornerstone for students seeking to master the behavior of rigid structures under load.

Whether you are tackling a simple truss or a complex multi �support bridge, the principles laid out in this chapter

provide the analytical foundation necessary for accurate design and safety assessment.

Because the problems in Chapter /8 can be intricate, many students look for reliable solutions to guide their own 

work. A thorough chapter /8 statics solution Hibbelerresource not only clarifies the correct approach but also

exposes common pitfalls and offers strategies to streamline the analysis process. In this article, we will walk

through the main concepts, present detailed problem solutions, and share practical tips that will help you excel in

this essential section of the textbook.

Overview of Chapter /8: Frames

Chapter 8 introduces the reader to the statics of rigid frames—structures composed of interconnected members

that resist loads through internal forces and support reactions. The chapter is organized around the following core

themes:

•  Types of Frames: Simple supported, cantilever, continuous, and multi �span frames.

•  Equilibrium Conditions: The three equations of equilibrium applied to entire frames and to individual members.

•  Internal Forces: Axial forces, shear forces, and bending moments that develop within members.

•  Analysis Methods: The method of joints, the method of sections, and the use of equilibrium of sub �frames.

•  Support Reactions: Determining reaction forces at pins, rollers, and fixed supports.

Understanding these elements is critical for solving real �world problems, such as determining the load �carrying

capacity of a building frame or the internal stresses in a bridge girder.

Key Concepts in Frame Analysis

Rigid Bodies and Constraints

A frame is a collection of rigid members connected by joints that constrain relative motion. In statics, we assume

that members do not deform elastically; all deformation is captured by internal forces. The joints may be pin

connections, which allow rotation but no translation, or fixed connections, which restrict both rotation and

translation.

Equilibrium Equations

For any rigid body, the sum of forces in the x �direction, the sum of forces in the y �direction, and the sum of moments

about any point must equal zero:

1.  "�Fx = 0 – Balance of horizontal forces.

2.  "�Fy = 0 – Balance of vertical forces.

3.  "�M = 0 – Balance of moments.



These equations form the basis for solving unknown reaction forces and internal forces in each member.

Internal Force Distribution

Within a member, forces can be categorized as:

•  Axial force (N): Tension or compression along the member’s axis.

•  Shear force (V): Force perpendicular to the member’s axis.

•  Bending moment (M): Moment causing curvature of the member.

In static analysis, we typically determine the magnitude of these forces at specific points or along the member’s

length.

Common Problem Types in Chapter /8

•  Static Determinate Frames: Frames where the number of unknowns equals the number of independent 

equilibrium equations.

•  Static Indeterminate Frames: Structures requiring additional compatibility equations or methods such as force 

or displacement analysis.

•  Symmetrical Frames: Problems where symmetry simplifies the calculation of reactions and internal forces.

•  Frames with Distributed Loads: Situations where loads are spread over a member rather than concentrated at 

a point.

Each problem type demands a tailored approach, but the fundamental equilibrium principles remain consistent.

Step �by �Step Solution Approach

1. Identify Known and Unknown Quantities

Before drawing diagrams, list all given loads, support types, and member dimensions. Mark unknown reaction

forces and internal forces that must be solved.

2. Draw a Clear Free �Body Diagram (FBD)

Sketch the entire frame and then isolate a single member or a sub �frame. Indicate all forces and moments with

proper arrows and labels. Pay special attention to the direction of each force; incorrect sign conventions are a

common source of error.

3. Apply Equilibrium Equations

Use the three equilibrium equations to set up a system of linear equations. If the frame is statically determinate,

you should be able to solve for all unknowns directly.

4. Determine Internal Forces

Once reaction forces are known, analyze each member individually. Apply the method of joints or sections to find

axial forces, shear forces, and bending moments. For members subjected to distributed loads, integrate the load

distribution to find resultant forces.

5. Verify Results

Check that all equilibrium equations are satisfied and that internal forces are physically reasonable (e.g., tension

forces are positive when pulling).

Sample Problem 1: Cantilever Frame with a Point Load



Problem Statement:A cantilever frame consists of a horizontal member AB (length 4 m) connected to a vertical

member BC (height 3 m). A point load of 20 kN is applied downward at point C. Determine the reaction forces at the

fixed support A and the internal forces in members AB and BC.

Solution Steps

1.  Draw the FBD: At support A, there are reactions RAx, RAy, and a moment MA. The load at C is 20 /kN 

downward.

2.  Apply "�Fx = 0: RAx = 0 (no horizontal load).

3.  Apply "�Fy = 0: RAy – 20 /kN = 0 !Ò RAy = 20 /kN upward.

4.  Apply "�MA = 0: Taking moments about A, the moment due to the load is 20 /kN /× /3 /m = 60 /kN·m. Thus, MA = –

60 /kN·m (counter �clockwise).

5.  Internal forces in AB: Member AB is in pure axial compression due to the vertical load. The axial force equals 

the vertical reaction: NAB = 20 /kN.

6.  Internal forces in BC: Member BC experiences both axial tension and bending. The axial tension equals the 

vertical reaction: NBC = 20 /kN. The bending moment at the fixed end B is MB = 60 /kN·m (same as at A).

Result:Reactions: RAx = 0 kN, RAy = 20 kN, MA = –60 kN·m. Internal forces: NAB = 20 kN compression; NBC =

20 /kN tension; MB = 60 /kN·m.

Sample Problem 2: Continuous Frame with Two Loads

Problem Statement:A continuous beam AB (length 6 m) rests on supports at points A, B, and C. A 15 kN load is

applied at point B, and a 10 kN load is applied at point C. Determine the support reactions and internal forces in the

beam segments.

Solution Steps

1.  Identify unknown reactions: Let RA, RB, and RC be the vertical reactions at supports A, B, and C.

2.  Apply "�Fy = 0: RA + RB + RC – 15 /kN – 10 /kN = 0 !Ò RA + RB + RC = 25 /kN.
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