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Unlocking the Secrets of Rotational Motion: Your Ultimate Chapter 8 Study 
Guide

When it comes to mastering physics, the transition from linear to rotational motion can feel like stepping into a 

whole new dimension. Chapter 8 of most introductory physics textbooks is devoted to the principles that govern 

spinning objects, from the humble flywheel to the colossal Earth. Whether you’re a high �school student tackling a 

midterm, a college sophomore preparing for exams, or an adult learner revisiting the fundamentals, a solid chapter 

8 study guide rotational motion answersset is essential. This article will walk you through the core concepts,

provide detailed solutions to common problems, and share proven strategies to help you ace any rotational

dynamics quiz.

Key Concepts of Rotational Motion

Before diving into problem �solving, it’s crucial to understand the language of rotation. Unlike linear motion, where

displacement is measured in meters, rotational motion uses angles measured in radians. The following concepts

form the backbone of Chapter 8.

Angular Displacement, Velocity, and Acceleration

Angular displacement (;‚• quantifies how far an object has rotated. Angular velocity (<’• is the rate of change of ;‚À

typically expressed in radians per second (rad/s). Angular acceleration (;�• measures how quickly <• changes over time.

These quantities relate to their linear counterparts through the radius (r) of the circular path: v = r<’��æB���Ò�#±.

Moment of Inertia (I)

The moment of inertia is the rotational analogue of mass. It represents an object’s resistance to changes in

rotational motion and depends on both mass distribution and axis of rotation. Common formulas include:

•  Solid cylinder or disk: I = ½MR²

•  Thin hoop or ring: I = MR²

•  Solid sphere: I = !TMR²

Understanding how to calculate I for composite bodies is a frequent test item in Chapter 8.

Torque (<B’��æB�&÷F�F–öæ�Â�G–æ�Ö–70

Torque is the rotational force that causes angular acceleration. It is defined as <@ = r × F, where r is the lever arm and

F the applied force. The rotational equivalent of Newton’s second law is <@ = I;�à This relation is pivotal for solving

problems that involve turning forces or rotating engines.

Rotational Kinetic Energy and Angular Momentum

Rotational kinetic energy (K ‘) is given by K ‘ = ½I<›"à Conservation of angular momentum (L = I<’• applies when no

external torque acts on the system. These principles underpin many real �world phenomena, from ice skaters pulling

in their arms to increase spin speed to the conservation of rotational energy in planetary motion.

Approaching Chapter 8 Problems: A Structured Strategy



Rotational dynamics can be intimidating, but a systematic approach turns daunting equations into manageable

steps. Below is a proven problem �solving framework that will help you tackle any question.

Step �by �Step Problem �Solving

1.  Read the question carefully. Identify known quantities and what you’re asked to find.

2.  Choose the appropriate equations. Match the problem type—kinematics, dynamics, energy, or angular 

momentum—to its governing formula.

3.  Set up a consistent coordinate system. Decide the direction of positive rotation and stick to it throughout.

4.  Calculate intermediate values. Determine I, <BÂ�÷"��ày other needed parameter before solving for the final 

answer.

5.  Check units. Ensure all units cancel properly; a common error is mixing radians with degrees.

6.  Verify the result. Cross �check with physical intuition—does the magnitude and direction make sense?

Common Mistakes to Avoid

•  Using degrees instead of radians in trigonometric functions.

•  Forgetting the radius in the conversion between linear and angular quantities.

•  Applying the wrong moment of inertia formula for a given shape.

•  Neglecting to consider the axis of rotation when calculating I.

•  Ignoring torque direction; a clockwise torque is negative if counter �clockwise is positive.

Chapter 8 Study Guide Rotational Motion Answers: Sample Solutions

Below are detailed solutions to eight representative problems that cover the breadth of Chapter 8. These answers

illustrate the application of core concepts and serve as a reliable reference for your study sessions.

Question 1: Calculating Angular Velocity

A solid cylinder of radius 0.5 /m and mass 4 /kg rolls without slipping around a fixed axle. The cylinder starts from rest 

and accelerates at 2 /m/s². What is its angular velocity after 3 /s?

Solution:

1.  Linear acceleration a = 2 /m/s².

2.  Linear velocity after 3 /s: v = at = 2 /× /3 = 6 /m/s.

3.  Angular velocity: <’�Ò�b�ò�"�Ò�b�ò��ãR�Ò��"�÷ ad/s.

Question 2: Moment of Inertia for Different Shapes

Calculate the moment of inertia of a hollow sphere (inner radius 0.3 m, outer radius 0.5 m) with a mass of 10 kg

about its central axis.

Solution:

1.  Moment of inertia for a solid sphere: I_solid = !TMR².

2.  Moment of inertia for a hollow sphere: I_hollow = !TM(R_out² + R_in²).

3.  Plugging in values: I = !T /× /10 /× /(0.5² + 0.3²) = !T /× /10 /× /(0.25 + 0.09) = !T /× /10 /× /0.34 "H 5.67 /kg·m².

Question 3: Torque and Rotational Acceleration

A force of 15 /N is applied tangentially to a 0.4 /m radius wheel, producing a torque of 6 /N·m. If the wheel’s moment of 

inertia is 2 /kg·m², what is its angular acceleration?

Solution:



1.  Torque <B�Ò�b�ôëvÒà

2.  Angular acceleration ;��Ò�Ä / I = 6 / 2 = 3 /rad/s².

Question 4: Conservation of Rotational Energy

A figure skater spins with a moment of inertia of 0.5 kg·m² at an angular speed of 4 rad/s. She pulls her arms in,

reducing her moment of inertia to 0.2 /kg·m². Assuming no external torque, what is her new angular speed?

Solution:

1.  Conservation of angular momentum: I •<’���Ò�’�#É ‚.

2.  0.5 /× /4 = 0.2 /× /<’�"��"�É ‚ = (0.5 /× /4) / 0.2 = 10 /rad/s.

Question 5: Rotational Kinematics

A rotating disk starts from rest and reaches an angular velocity of 8 rad/s after 4 s with constant angular

acceleration. Find the angular displacement during this time.

Solution:

1.  Angular acceleration ;��Ò�É / t = 8 / 4 = 2 /rad/s².

2.  Angular displacement ;‚�Ò�Ó±t² = ½ /× /2 /× /4² = 16 /rad.

Question 6: Combined Translational and Rotational Motion

A 2 kg block is attached to a string wrapped around a 0.1 m radius pulley. The block is released from rest and falls

1 /m. What is the linear speed of the block at the bottom? Assume no slipping and a massless, frictionless pulley.

Solution:

1.  Energy conservation: mgh = ½mv² + ½I<›"à

2.  Here, I for the pulley is ½MR², but the pulley is massless, so I "H 0.

3.  Thus, mgh = ½mv² !’ v = "�(2gh) = "�(2 /× /9.8 /× /1) "H 4.43 /m/s.

Question 7: Rotational Dynamics with Friction

A 0.2 kg wheel of radius 0.15 m is spinning at 5 rad/s. A kinetic friction coefficient of 0.3 acts between the wheel and

its axle. What is the wheel’s angular deceleration?

Solution:

1.  Frictional torque <Eöb�Ò�¼N /× /r. For a wheel, N = mg.

2.  <Eöb�Ò��ã2�ýr�ó�ã"�ýr�ó’ã‚�ýr�ó�ã�R�$‚��ã�ƒ‚�ôëvÒà

3.  Angular deceleration ;��Ò�Ä_f / I. For a thin hoop, I = MR² = 0.2 /× /0.15² = 0.0045 /kg·m².

4.  ;��Ò��ã�ƒ‚�ò��ã��CR�$‚��’ãSb�÷ ad/s² (negative, indicating slowing).

Question 8: Rotational Motion in Practical Applications

A 5 /kg car tire of radius
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