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Introduction

When students dive into the world of covalent bonding, they often encounter a mix of challenging concepts and

intricate problem sets. Chapter 9 of many introductory chemistry textbooks is dedicated to covalent bonds, the

forces that hold atoms together in molecules. Whether you’re preparing for a midterm, a final exam, or simply

aiming to strengthen your foundational knowledge, having a reliable study guide with clear answers is essential.

This comprehensive article offers a step �by �step walkthrough of the key topics covered in Chapter 9, complete with

detailed explanations, illustrative examples, and practice problem solutions. By the end of this guide, you’ll not only

understand the core principles of covalent bonding but also feel confident tackling the most common questions

students face.

Overview of Chapter 9

Chapter 9 typically focuses on the following themes:

•  Basic definitions of covalent bonds and how they differ from ionic bonds.

•  Electronegativity and the resulting polarity of covalent bonds.

•  Valence Shell Electron Pair Repulsion (VSEPR) theory and molecular geometry.

•  Hybridization and the formation of sigma (<2’��æB��’�ƒÀ) bonds.

•  Resonance structures and bond order.

•  Bond energy, bond strength, and their relevance to chemical stability.

Understanding these concepts provides the framework needed to solve typical exam questions, such as predicting

molecular shapes, explaining bond polarity, or calculating bond energies. The study guide answers below will walk

you through each topic with clarity and depth.

Core Concepts in Covalent Bonding

What Is a Covalent Bond?

A covalent bond forms when two atoms share one or more pairs of electrons to achieve a stable electronic

configuration. Unlike ionic bonds, which involve electron transfer and electrostatic attraction, covalent bonds rely on

electron sharing. The shared electrons occupy orbitals that belong to both atoms, allowing each to satisfy the octet

rule (or duet rule for hydrogen).

Types of Covalent Bonds

There are two primary types of covalent bonds:

•  Nonpolar Covalent Bond – Electrons are shared equally between atoms with identical or nearly identical 

electronegativities.

•  Polar Covalent Bond – Electrons are shared unequally, leading to partial charges on each atom. The atom 

with higher electronegativity carries a partial negative charge (;Ib’Â�v†–ÆR�F†R�÷F†W"�6�' ies a partial positive charge 

(;B²’à

Electronegativity and Bond Polarity



Electronegativity is a measure of an atom’s ability to attract shared electrons. The difference in electronegativity

between two bonded atoms determines the bond’s polarity:

•  9DTâ�	b�æöç�öÆ�"�6ðvalent bond.

•  0.5 "d 9DTâ�	b��olar covalent bond.

•  9DTâ�&R�"ã�	b�The bond is typically considered ionic.

For example, in a hydrogen chloride (HCl) molecule, chlorine’s electronegativity (3.16) is higher than hydrogen’s

(2.20), giving a 9DTâ�öb��ã“bà This results in a polar covalent bond with chlorine carrying a partial negative charge.

Bond Energy and Stability

Bond energy refers to the amount of energy required to break a bond in a gaseous molecule. Stronger bonds have

higher bond energies and are typically shorter. Understanding bond energies helps predict reaction feasibility and

product stability. For instance, a double bond in ethylene (C ‚H „) has a higher bond energy than a single bond in

ethane (C ‚H †), making ethylene more stable under certain conditions.

Resonance and Bond Order

Resonance occurs when a molecule can be represented by two or more valid Lewis structures. The real structure

is a hybrid of all resonance forms. Bond order is calculated by averaging the number of bonds between two atoms

across all resonance structures. A higher bond order indicates a stronger, shorter bond.

Valence Shell Electron Pair Repulsion (VSEPR) Theory

Principles of VSEPR

VSEPR theory predicts molecular geometry based on the repulsion between electron pairs around a central atom.

Electron pairs (bonding and lone pairs) arrange themselves to minimize repulsion, resulting in characteristic shapes.

Common Geometries

1.  Linear – 180° (e.g., CO ‚).

2.  Tetrahedral – 109.5° (e.g., CH „).

3.  Trigonal Planar – 120° (e.g., BF ƒ).

4.  Tetrahedral with Lone Pair – 109.5°, but the lone pair compresses bond angles slightly (e.g., NH ƒ).

5.  Trigonal Bipyramidal – 90° and 120° (e.g., PCl …).

6.  Octahedral – 90° (e.g., SF †).

Applying VSEPR: Example Problem

Predict the shape of a molecule with the formula SO „² {:

1.  Count valence electrons: S (6) + 4 × O (6) + 2 (charge) = 30 electrons.

2.  Draw the Lewis structure: S is the central atom, double bonds to each O.

3.  Determine electron pair geometry: 4 bonding pairs, 0 lone pairs !’ tetrahedral.

4.  Determine molecular shape: Since all pairs are bonding, the shape is tetrahedral.

Hybridization and Bond Types

Understanding Hybrid Orbitals

Hybridization describes the mixing of atomic orbitals to form new, equivalent hybrid orbitals that point toward the

corners of geometric shapes. The most common hybridizations are:

•  sp³ – Tetrahedral geometry.



•  sp² – Trigonal planar geometry.

•  sp – Linear geometry.

Sigma (<2’��æB��’�ƒÀ) Bonds

In covalent bonding:

•  A sigma (<2’�&öæB�—2�`ormed by head �to �head overlap of hybrid orbitals. It is the strongest bond and allows free 

rotation around the bond axis.

•  A pi (<�’�&öæB�&W7VÇG2�g&öÒ�6–FR��Fò��6–FR�ðverlap of unhybridized p orbitals. It is weaker than a sigma bond and 

restricts rotation.

For example, in ethylene (C ‚H „), each carbon uses sp² hybridization to form three <0 bonds (two to hydrogen and one

to the other carbon). The remaining p orbital on each carbon overlaps side �to �side to create a <��&öæBà

Sample Study Guide Answers

Problem 1: Predicting Bond Polarity

Determine whether the bond in BF ƒ is polar or nonpolar.

1.  Compare electronegativities: B (2.04) vs. F (3.98). 9DTâ�Ò��ã“Bà

2.  Since 0.5 "d 9DTà

3.  However, the molecule has trigonal planar symmetry, so the dipoles cancel, resulting in a nonpolar overall 

molecule.

Problem 2: Calculating Bond Order in Resonance Structures

Find the bond order of the C=C bond in the resonance hybrid of the acetate ion (CH ƒCOO {).

1.  Draw the two resonance structures: one with a double bond between the two carbons, the other with a single 

bond.

2.  Count bonds between the two carbons in each structure: 2 bonds in the first, 1 bond in the second.

3.  Average: (2 + 1) / 2 = 1.5.

4.  Thus, the bond order is 1.5, indicating a bond stronger than a single but weaker than a double bond.

Problem 3: VSEPR Geometry of ClF ƒ

Determine the molecular shape of chlorine trifluoride.

1.  Count valence electrons: Cl (7) + 3 × F (7) = 28 electrons.

2.  Draw Lewis structure: Cl at center, three single bonds to F, and one lone pair on Cl.

3.  Electron pair geometry: 4 electron domains (3 bonding + 1 lone pair) !’ tetrahedral.

4.  Molecular shape: With one lone pair, the shape is T-shaped.

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

•  Miscounting Electrons – Always double �check the total number of valence electrons, especially when dealing 

with charged species.

•  Forgetting lone pairs in VSEPR calculations – Lone pairs exert greater repulsion than bonding pairs, altering 

bond angles.

•  Assuming all covalent bonds are nonpolar – Always evaluate electronegativity differences.

•  Neglecting resonance contributions – The real structure is often a hybrid; calculate bond order accordingly.

•  Overlooking hybridization rules – The central atom’s hybridization can be deduced from the number of sigma 

bonds and lone pairs.



Study Tips for Mastering Covalent Bonding

1.  Practice Drawing Lewis Structures – This builds intuition for electron distribution and bonding patterns.

2.  Use Flashcards for Electronegativity Values – Quick recall helps determine bond polarity on the fly.

3.  Sketch Molecular Geometries – Visualizing shapes reinforces VSEPR predictions.

4.  Revisit Hybridization Concepts – Understanding how orbitals combine clarifies why certain molecules adopt 

specific geometries.

5.  Work on Real �World Problems – Apply concepts to everyday molecules (e.g., water, carbon dioxide, 

ammonia).

6.  Join Study Groups – Explaining concepts to peers reinforces your own understanding.
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