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Chapter Six Standard Focus: Figurative Language

When teachers, students, and curriculum designers turn their attention to the sixth chapter of the English

Language Arts (ELA) standard, the spotlight falls squarely on figurative language. This pivotal section of the

curriculum is designed to deepen students’ understanding of how writers use literary devices to create meaning,

evoke emotion, and engage readers. By mastering figurative language, students gain a richer appreciation of

literature, sharpen their analytical skills, and become more confident writers.

This article explores the structure of Chapter Six, the core concepts it covers, the pedagogical approaches that

make learning engaging, and practical classroom activities that align with the standard. Whether you’re a teacher

preparing lesson plans, a parent supporting your child’s reading journey, or an administrator reviewing curriculum

alignment, this guide provides a comprehensive roadmap for the standard’s focus on figurative language.

Understanding the Standard: What Chapter Six Aims to Achieve

Chapter Six of the ELA standard is intentionally crafted to build on foundational literary analysis skills introduced in

earlier grades. Its objectives include:

•  Identifying and interpreting various types of figurative language in both poetry and prose.

•  Explaining how figurative devices contribute to themes, tone, and character development.

•  Applying knowledge of figurative language to analyze authorial choices in a range of texts.

•  Creating original works that effectively employ figurative language to convey meaning.

These goals align closely with the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for English Language Arts, particularly:

•  CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 

including figurative and connotative meanings.

•  CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.5: Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, or stanza fits into the overall 

structure of a text.

•  CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.6.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences.

By the end of Chapter Six, students should be able to read with a critical eye, decode complex language, and

articulate how figurative elements shape a text’s message.

Core Concepts Covered in Chapter Six

1. Similes and Metaphors

Similes and metaphors are the most recognizable forms of figurative language. Students learn to distinguish

between the explicit comparison in a simile (using “like” or “as”) and the implicit comparison in a metaphor. The

chapter provides numerous examples from classic literature and contemporary texts, encouraging students to

analyze how these devices deepen imagery and enhance thematic resonance.

2. Personification

Personification attributes human qualities to non-human entities. By examining personified elements, students



explore how authors create vivid, relatable scenes that resonate with readers’ emotions. The standard emphasizes

the importance of identifying personification and interpreting its role in establishing tone.

3. Hyperbole and Understatement

Hyperbole exaggerates for effect, while understatement deliberately downplays. Both devices serve to emphasize

or critique aspects of a narrative. Chapter Six challenges students to detect these devices and discuss their impact

on readers’ perceptions.

4. Idioms, Proverbs, and Cultural References

Idioms and proverbs often carry cultural significance. Understanding these expressions allows students to

appreciate subtleties in dialogue and narrative voice. The chapter encourages cross-cultural literacy by examining

idiomatic expressions from diverse sources.

5. Sound Devices: Alliteration, Assonance, and Consonance

Sound devices add musicality and rhythm to language. Students analyze how alliteration, assonance, and

consonance contribute to mood and reinforce key ideas. The chapter includes exercises that require students to

identify these devices in poetry and prose alike.

6. Imagery and Symbolism

Imagery evokes sensory experiences, while symbolism imbues objects or actions with deeper meaning. Chapter

Six invites students to explore how imagery and symbolism interact, creating layers of interpretation within a text.

7. Thematic Connections

Ultimately, the chapter stresses that figurative language is not just decorative; it is a conduit for thematic

exploration. Students learn to trace how figurative devices support central themes and help authors convey

complex ideas.

Pedagogical Strategies for Teaching Figurative Language

Effective instruction in Chapter Six requires a blend of direct teaching, guided practice, and student-centered

exploration. Below are evidence-based strategies that align with the standard’s objectives.

1. Explicit Modeling

Start each lesson by modeling the identification and interpretation of a specific device. Use a short excerpt,

annotate the text in real-time, and explain your reasoning. This transparency helps students internalize analytic

steps.

2. Think-Alouds and Graphic Organizers

Think-alouds provide insight into the analytical process. Pair these with graphic organizers such as “Figurative

Language Mapping” or “Device-to-Theme Charts” to help students organize their thoughts.

3. Collaborative Text Analysis

Small-group discussions foster peer learning. Assign each group a passage and a device to focus on, then have

them present their findings to the class. This encourages multiple perspectives and deepens understanding.

4. Writing Workshops

After analysis, students apply their knowledge in writing. Workshops can involve revising a paragraph to include a

chosen device or composing a short poem that centers on a specific figurative element.



5. Digital Tools and Multimedia Resources

Use interactive platforms like Padlet, Google Jamboard, or Nearpod to create collaborative boards where students

post examples and annotations. Multimedia clips (e.g., film scenes, music videos) can also illustrate figurative

language in action.

6. Formative Assessment and Feedback Loops

Incorporate quick quizzes, exit tickets, or peer review rubrics that focus on device identification and interpretation.

Use the results to adjust instruction and provide targeted feedback.

Practical Classroom Activities Aligned with Chapter Six

Below are a selection of activities that can be adapted to various learning environments. Each activity is designed

to reinforce the standard’s focus on figurative language while engaging students in meaningful practice.

Activity 1: Figurative Language Bingo

Create bingo cards with different figurative devices in each square. Read a passage aloud, and students mark off

the devices they identify. The first to complete a line wins. This game reinforces quick recognition skills.

Activity 2: “Metaphor Match” Sorting

Prepare cards with metaphors and their literal interpretations. Students pair each metaphor with its meaning, then

discuss why the metaphor enhances the text. This activity deepens conceptual understanding.

Activity 3: Sound Device Scavenger Hunt

Give students a poem or short story and a list of sound devices. They must find examples and record the line

numbers. Afterwards, discuss how the devices contribute to the poem’s rhythm and mood.

Activity 4: Idiom Investigation

Assign each student a common idiom to research. They must find its origin, literal meaning, and usage in a modern

text. Students then present how the idiom adds cultural depth to the narrative.

Activity 5: Symbolism Story Circle

Students read a short story and identify symbols. In a circle, each student shares one symbol and explains its

significance. This collaborative discussion encourages deeper thematic analysis.

Activity 6: Creative Writing Prompt – “Personify the Weather”

Students write a short narrative where weather elements are personified. They must incorporate at least two other

figurative devices and explain how these choices shape the story’s tone.

Activity 7: Digital Story Mapping

Using tools like StoryMapJS, students map the progression of figurative devices in a novel chapter. They annotate

how each device supports the overarching theme.

Assessment Techniques for Chapter Six

Assessment should measure both recognition and interpretation. Below are formative and summative approaches

that align with the standard.

Formative Assessments

•  Exit Tickets: Students write a brief paragraph identifying a figurative device in the day’s reading and explaining 



its effect.

•  Peer Review: Students exchange drafts and use a rubric to evaluate the effective use of figurative language.

•  Quick Polls: Use tools like Kahoot! to quiz students on device definitions and examples.

Summative Assessments

•  Analytical Essay: Students analyze a chapter from a novel, focusing on how figurative devices support the 

theme.

•  Creative Portfolio: Students compile a portfolio of poems, short stories, and annotations that showcase their 

mastery of figurative language.

•  Standardized Test Items: Include questions that require students to identify and interpret figurative devices 

within a passage.

Common Challenges and How to Address Them

Students often encounter obstacles when learning figurative language. Recognizing these challenges early can

help teachers design targeted interventions.

1. Misinterpreting Literal vs. Figurative Meaning

Students sometimes take figurative language at face value. Use repeated practice with varied contexts and explicit

contrast between literal and figurative interpretations.

2. Overgeneralizing Devices

Students may incorrectly label any non-literal language as figurative. Encourage careful analysis of the device’s

function and the author’s intent.

3. Difficulty with Cultural References

Idioms and proverbs may be unfamiliar to students from diverse backgrounds. Provide cultural context and

alternative examples to broaden understanding.

4. Limited Writing Confidence

Students may feel hesitant to experiment with figurative language in their own writing. Offer scaffolded writing

prompts that gradually increase complexity, and celebrate creative attempts.

Resources to Enrich Chapter Six Instruction

•  Common Core State Standards: corestandards.org

•  Teaching Tolerance – Figurative Language Lessons: tolerance.org

•  ReadWorks – Figurative Language Collections: readworks.org

•  Edutopia – Writing with Figurative Language: edutopia.org

•  Storybird – Creative Writing Platform: storybird.com

Integrating Technology for Enhanced Engagement

Technology can transform the way students explore figurative language. Consider the following tools:
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