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Chapter Test B: Mastering Chemical Formulas and Compounds

For students navigating the second half of their chemistry curriculum, Chapter Test B is a pivotal assessment that

evaluates a deep understanding of chemical formulas and compounds. Whether you’re preparing for a mid �term, a

final exam, or simply strengthening your foundational knowledge, this test covers everything from the basics of

chemical notation to the intricacies of naming complex molecules. This article breaks down the essential concepts,

provides practical problem �solving strategies, and offers a wealth of resources to help you excel.

What Does Chapter Test B Cover?

Chapter Test B is designed to assess a wide range of skills related to chemical formulas and compounds. The

typical exam includes:

•  Identification and construction of chemical formulas from given names

•  Conversion between empirical and molecular formulas

•  Understanding ionic and covalent bonding principles

•  Application of stoichiometry to real �world scenarios

•  Interpretation of percent composition data to determine empirical formulas

•  Naming conventions for binary, ternary, and organic compounds

These topics collectively ensure that students can not only read and write chemical formulas but also apply them in

practical contexts.

Key Concepts in Chemical Formulas &amp; Compounds

1. Chemical Symbols and Atomic Numbers

Every element has a unique one � or two �letter symbol derived from its Latin or English name. Understanding these 

symbols is the first step to writing accurate formulas. For example, Na stands for sodium, Cl for chlorine, and Fefor

iron.

2. Subscripts, Prefixes, and Valency

Subscripts indicate the number of atoms of each element in a compound. Ionic compounds use valency to balance

charges, while covalent compounds often use Greek prefixes (mono �, di �, tri �) to denote the number of atoms.

Mastering these conventions helps you read and write formulas correctly.

3. Ionic vs. Covalent Compounds

•  Ionic compounds form between metals and nonmetals, resulting in charged ions that attract each other. Their 

formulas are typically written with the cation first, followed by the anion.

•  Covalent compounds involve shared electrons between nonmetals. Their formulas use prefixes to indicate the 

count of each atom.

4. Naming Compounds

Correct naming requires understanding the rules for both ionic and covalent compounds. For ionic compounds, the

metal’s name is followed by the nonmetal’s name with an “ide” suffix. For covalent compounds, prefixes indicate the



number of atoms, and the nonmetal’s name ends with “ide.”

5. Empirical vs. Molecular Formulas

The empirical formula represents the simplest whole �number ratio of atoms in a compound, while the molecular 

formulareflects the actual number of atoms in one molecule. Converting between them often involves molar mass

calculations.

Common Compounds Covered in Chapter Test B

Ionic Compounds

•  NaCl – Sodium Chloride (Table salt)

•  CaCO3 – Calcium Carbonate (chalk)

•  Fe2O3 – Iron(III) Oxide (rust)

•  KNO3 – Potassium Nitrate (fertilizer)

•  MgSO4 – Magnesium Sulfate (Epsom salts)

Covalent Compounds

•  H2O – Water

•  CO2 – Carbon Dioxide

•  NH3 – Ammonia

•  CH4 – Methane

•  SO2 – Sulfur Dioxide

Organic Compounds (Selected)

•  C2H5OH – Ethanol

•  C3H8 – Propane

•  C6H12O6 – Glucose

Sample Problems &amp; Step �by �Step Solutions

1.  Identify the formula for calcium fluoride.

Aluminum (Al) is the metal, and oxygen (O) is the nonmetal. The formula indicates two aluminum atoms for every

three oxygen atoms, so the name is Aluminum Oxide.

Percent composition: C 40.0%, H 6.7%, O 53.3%. Convert percentages to grams, then to moles, and finally to the

simplest whole �number ratio.

1.  C: 40.0 g / 12.01 g/mol = 3.33 mol

2.  H: 6.7 g / 1.008 g/mol = 6.64 mol

3.  O: 53.3 g / 16.00 g/mol = 3.33 mol

4.  Divide by the smallest number (3.33) !’ C1H2O1 !’ CH2O (Empirical formula)

The molar mass of CH2O is 30 g/mol (12 + 2 + 16). Divide the actual molar mass by the empirical molar mass: 60 /

30 = 2. Multiply each subscript by 2 !’ C2H4O2 (Molecular formula).

“Dioxide” indicates two oxygen atoms. Nitrogen is the first element, so the formula is NO2.

Effective Study Strategies for Chapter Test B

•  Flashcards: Create cards with the name on one side and the formula on the other. Regular review reinforces 



memory.

•  Practice Tests: Simulate exam conditions to build confidence and identify weak areas.

•  Mnemonics: Use memorable phrases to remember common ionic pairs (e.g., “Sodium and Chloride Make a 

Salty Pair”).

•  Visual Aids: Draw Lewis dot structures and ionic lattices to visualize bonding.

•  Group Study: Discuss naming conventions and formula derivations with peers to deepen understanding.

Recommended Resources & Practice Materials

•  Textbooks: “Chemistry: The Central Science” (Brown, LeMay, Bursten) – chapters on chemical formulas.

•  Online Platforms: Khan Academy’s “Chemical Formulas” playlist; ChemCollective’s virtual labs.

•  Apps: “ChemDoodle” for drawing structures; “ChemCram” for flashcards.

•  Workbooks: “Princeton Review Chemistry” – practice problems on empirical formulas.

•  Study Guides: “Barron’s Chemistry” – concise summaries of naming rules.

Conclusion

Mastering the content of Chapter Test B is more than memorizing formulas; it’s about building a logical framework

that connects chemical symbols, bonding principles, and naming conventions. By focusing on the core concepts

outlined above, practicing with real �world problems, and utilizing the recommended resources, you’ll develop the

confidence to tackle any question on the test. Keep revisiting the material, apply the strategies consistently, and

soon you’ll find that chemical formulas and compounds become intuitive tools rather than daunting obstacles. Good

luck, and may your study sessions be as balanced and precise as the compounds you’re learning to master!
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