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Introduction

Charles Dickens stands as one of the most celebrated figures in Victorian literature, and his works continue to 

inspire scholars, students, and readers worldwide. Whether you are a first �year literature major or a seasoned 

researcher, writing a Charles Dickens research paperoffers an opportunity to engage deeply with themes such

as social injustice, industrialization, and the human condition. This guide will walk you through every step of the

research and writing process, from choosing a compelling topic to polishing the final draft. By the end, you’ll have

the tools to produce a clear, persuasive, and academically rigorous paper that showcases your critical thinking and

scholarly voice.

Understanding the Scope of a Charles Dickens Research Paper

Defining Your Research Question

Before you dive into the vast sea of Dickensian scholarship, you need a precise research question. A well �crafted

question narrows your focus and sets the direction for your entire paper. For example:

•  How does Dickens use the motif of light and darkness to critique class disparity in Great Expectations?

•  What role does the character of Miss Havisham play in reflecting Victorian attitudes toward marriage and 

gender?

•  In what ways does Dickens’s personal experience with the London docklands influence the urban landscapes 

in Bleak House?

Choose a question that is specific, researchable, and contributes something new to existing discussions.

Choosing a Focus Area

Dickens’s oeuvre is vast, covering novels, short stories, essays, and journalism. Decide whether you’ll analyze a

single work, compare multiple texts, or explore a broader theme across his career. Common focus areas include:

•  Social critique of the Industrial Revolution

•  Gender roles and feminist critique

•  Use of narrative perspective and unreliable narration

•  Influence of Dickens’s journalism on his fiction

•  Comparative studies with contemporaries such as George Eliot or Thomas Hardy

Align your focus with your interests and the resources available.

Laying the Foundations: Research Methodology

Primary Sources

Primary sources are the original texts written by Dickens. These include:

•  Novels and serialized stories (e.g., Oliver Twist, A Christmas Carol)

•  Letters and personal correspondence

•  Newspaper articles and essays published in Household Words and All the Year Round

•  Contemporary reviews and critical responses



Reading the primary text in its original form allows you to capture Dickens’s language, narrative techniques, and

historical context accurately.

Secondary Sources

Secondary literature offers interpretations, critiques, and contextual background. Key types include:

•  Scholarly journal articles (e.g., Victorian Studies, Journal of Victorian Culture)

•  Monographs and critical editions

•  Conference papers and dissertations

•  Biographies and memoirs of Dickens’s contemporaries

Use these sources to situate your argument within the broader academic conversation.

Digital Archives and Libraries

Many institutions host digitized collections that are freely accessible:

•  The Project Gutenberg offers free e �books of Dickens’s works.

•  The British Library hosts digitized manuscripts and rare editions.

•  The Great British Library provides access to original letters and journals.

•  University libraries often have subscription access to databases such as JSTOR and Project MUSE.

These resources save time and broaden the scope of your research.

Crafting a Thesis Statement and Outline

Thesis Development

Your thesis is the central claim that your paper will support. It should be specific, arguable, and grounded in

evidence. For instance:

Thesis example: “In Great Expectations, Dickens employs the recurring motif of light and darkness not merely as

a stylistic device but as a powerful commentary on the moral ambiguity of social mobility, revealing that the pursuit

of upward status often obscures the ethical cost.”

Ensure that each paragraph in your paper supports this thesis.

Structuring Your Paper

A clear structure enhances readability and strengthens your argument. A typical outline might look like this:

1.  Introduction (research question, thesis, overview)

2.  Literature Review (summary of key debates)

3.  Methodology (analysis approach, source selection)

4.  Body Paragraphs (theme analysis, textual evidence)

5.  Conclusion (summary, implications, future research)

Use headings and subheadings to guide the reader through each section.

Writing the Body: Analysis and Argumentation

Literary Analysis Techniques

When dissecting Dickens’s prose, consider the following techniques:

•  Close reading: Analyze sentence structure, diction, and rhetorical devices.



•  Motif and symbol identification (e.g., the use of fog in Bleak House).

•  Character arc mapping to reveal thematic progression.

•  Intertextual analysis—how Dickens references other works or historical events.

Historical Contextualization

Place Dickens’s writing within the social, economic, and political climate of 19th �century Britain. Discuss:

•  Industrialization and its impact on urban life.

•  Legal and institutional reforms (e.g., the Poor Law Amendment Act).

•  Public perception of class and morality.

•  Dickens’s own experiences with poverty and the working class.

Contextual information grounds your analysis and demonstrates depth.

Thematic Exploration

Identify and elaborate on central themes relevant to your thesis. For example, if you are exploring the motif of light

and darkness, examine how Dickens uses:

•  Light as a metaphor for knowledge, hope, or moral clarity.

•  Darkness as a representation of ignorance, guilt, or social oppression.

•  The interplay between characters’ physical environments and their internal states.

Support each claim with direct quotations and page references.

Integrating Citations and Avoiding Plagiarism

Citation Styles (MLA, Chicago, APA)

Choose the citation style mandated by your instructor or field. Common styles for literature studies include MLA

and Chicago. Ensure consistency throughout your paper. Here’s a quick reference:

•  MLA: Author Last Name, First Name. Title of Work. Publisher, Year.

•  Chicago (Notes &amp; Bibliography): Author, Title (City: Publisher, Year), page number.

Quoting, Paraphrasing, Summarizing

Use quotation marks for exact text, and provide a page number in parentheses. Paraphrase complex passages in

your own words and cite the source. Summarize longer sections, but always give credit. This practice demonstrates

critical engagement and prevents plagiarism.

Editing, Revising, and Proofreading

Peer Review and Feedback

Share a draft with classmates or mentors. Ask for feedback on clarity, argument strength, and citation accuracy.

Use their insights to refine your thesis and supporting points.

Style and Clarity Checks

After revising for content, focus on style:

•  Maintain a formal tone appropriate for academic writing.

•  Use transitional phrases to guide readers between paragraphs.

•  Eliminate passive voice where possible to increase readability.

•  Check for grammatical errors, punctuation, and sentence structure.



Finalizing Your Charles Dickens Research Paper

Formatting Guidelines

Follow the formatting guidelines provided by your institution. Typical requirements include:

•  Double �spaced text, 12 �point Times New Roman or Garamond.

•  1 �inch margins on all sides.

•  Page numbers in the header or footer.

•  Indented first line of each paragraph.

Bibliography and Works Cited

Compile a comprehensive bibliography listing all primary and secondary sources. Ensure each entry follows the

chosen citation style. A well �formatted bibliography not only credits your sources but also demonstrates scholarly

rigor.

Common Pitfalls and How to

Baca Juga (Artikel Terkait)

•  chapter 3 parallel and perpendicular lines
   URL: http://www.bbgglobalsolutions.com/chapter-3-parallel-and-perpendicular-lines.pdf

•  chapter 3 nonverbal communication and teamwork
   URL: http://www.bbgglobalsolutions.com/chapter-3-nonverbal-communication-and-teamwork.pdf

•  chapter 3 multiple choice questions answers
   URL: http://www.bbgglobalsolutions.com/chapter-3-multiple-choice-questions-answers.pdf

•  chapter 3 model development and simulation
   URL: http://www.bbgglobalsolutions.com/chapter-3-model-development-and-simulation.pdf
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