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Mastering the Chemical Names and Formulas Chapter: Your Ultimate Quiz 
Answers Guide

Whether you’re a high school chemistry student, a college freshman tackling organic chemistry, or a lifelong learner

brushing up on the fundamentals, the chapter on chemical names and formulas is a cornerstone of the curriculum.

It’s the bridge that connects the abstract symbols on the periodic table to the tangible substances we encounter

every day. The stakes are high: a single misnamed compound can throw an entire calculation off, and a wrong

formula can lead to a cascade of errors in stoichiometry, balanced equations, and beyond.

In this comprehensive article, we’ll dive deep into the most common questions you’ll face in quizzes and exams,

provide clear, step �by �step answers, and share strategies that turn confusion into confidence. By the end, you’ll not

only know the correct answers but understand the reasoning behind them, making you ready to ace any quiz on

chemical names and formulas.

Why Chemical Nomenclature Matters

Chemical nomenclature is more than just a naming convention; it’s a universal language that allows scientists

worldwide to communicate unambiguously. Understanding how to read and write chemical names and formulas is

essential for:

•  Accurately identifying substances in research and industry.

•  Performing stoichiometric calculations in laboratory settings.

•  Predicting the behavior of compounds in reactions.

•  Ensuring safety by correctly labeling hazardous materials.

Because of its importance, many quizzes test not only rote memorization but also your ability to apply rules to

unfamiliar compounds. That’s why this guide focuses on the most frequently asked quiz questions and the logic

behind each answer.

Common Quiz Formats and What to Expect

Quizzes on chemical names and formulas come in a variety of formats. Familiarizing yourself with these will help

you prepare more effectively:

1.  Multiple �Choice Questions (MCQs): Choose the correct name or formula from four or five options.

2.  Fill �In �The �Blank: Provide the missing part of a name, formula, or systematic designation.

3.  Matching Exercises: Pair compounds with their correct names or formulas.

4.  Short Answer: Write the correct name or formula given a chemical symbol or vice versa.

5.  True/False: Identify whether a statement about naming or formula rules is correct.

Each type tests a different skill set—from quick recall to deeper understanding. Below, we’ll break down sample

questions for each format and walk through the reasoning behind the answers.

Sample Multiple �Choice Questions & Answers



Question 1: Identify the Correct Formula

Which of the following is the correct chemical formula for sodium chloride?

1.  Na2Cl

2.  NaCl

3.  NaCl2

4.  Na2Cl2

Answer: b – NaCl.

Explanation:Sodium (Na) has a +1 oxidation state, while chloride (Cl) has a –1 oxidation state. To balance the

charges, one sodium ion pairs with one chloride ion, giving the empirical formula NaCl.

Question 2: Determine the Systematic Name

What is the IUPAC name for the compound with the formula CH3CH2OH?

1.  Ethane

2.  Ethanol

3.  Propanol

4.  Methanol

Answer: b – Ethanol.

Explanation:The compound has a two �carbon chain (ethyl group) with a hydroxyl (-OH) functional group, making it

an alcohol. The suffix “ �ol” indicates the presence of an alcohol group, and the root “eth” denotes two carbons,

giving the name Ethanol.

Question 3: Identify the Correct Prefix in a Polyatomic Ion

Which prefix correctly describes a polyatomic ion that contains two oxygen atoms and one hydrogen atom?

1.  Hydroxide

2.  Hydroxy

3.  Hydroperoxide

4.  Hydroxyl

Answer: a – Hydroxide.

Explanation:Hydroxide is the common name for the ion OH"�, consisting of one oxygen and one hydrogen. The

term “hydroxyl” refers to the radical group –OH, not the ion itself.

Question 4: Match the Formula to the Correct Name

Which of the following formulas corresponds to the compound known as “sulfuric acid”?

1.  H2SO4

2.  H2SO3

3.  H2SO5

4.  H2SO2

Answer: a – H2SO4.

Explanation:Sulfuric acid is a diprotic acid with two hydrogen atoms and a sulfate group (SO4), giving the formula

H2SO4. The other options represent sulfurous acid (H2SO3) and less common sulfur oxides.

Question 5: Identify the Correct Oxidation State



What is the oxidation state of sulfur in the compound SO3?

1.  +4

2.  +6

3.  –2

4.  +2

Answer: b – +6.

Explanation:In SO3, each oxygen has an oxidation state of –2. With three oxygens, the total negative charge is –

6. To balance this, sulfur must have a +6 oxidation state, making the compound neutral.

Fill �In �The �Blank Questions & How to Approach Them

Fill �in �the �blank questions often test your ability to apply naming rules without multiple choices to guide you. Here are

common patterns and how to solve them.

Pattern 1: Naming Binary Ionic Compounds

Fill in the blank: The compound Na2O is named __________.

Answer: Sodium oxide.

Strategy:Identify the cation (Na+) and the anion (O2"�). Use the element’s name for the cation and the “ �oxide” suffix

for the anion. Since sodium has a +1 charge and oxygen has –2, two sodium ions pair with one oxide ion.

Pattern 2: Naming Organic Compounds with Functional Groups

Fill in the blank: The compound C3H8O is named __________.

Answer: Propan-1-ol.

Strategy:Count the longest carbon chain (three carbons !’ prop). Identify the functional group (hydroxyl !’ alcohol !’

suffix “ �ol”). Place the number indicating the position of the functional group (1). Combine: propan-1-ol.

Pattern 3: Determining Empirical Formulas

Fill in the blank: The empirical formula of a compound containing 40% carbon, 6.7% hydrogen, and 53.3% oxygen

is __________.

Answer: CH2O.

Strategy:Convert percentages to moles (divide by atomic masses), then divide by the smallest mole value to get a

ratio. The ratio of C:H:O is approximately 1:2:1, giving CH2O.

Matching Exercises: Pairing Names and Formulas

Matching exercises test your ability to see the relationship between names and formulas. Below is a sample set

with solutions.

1.  NaCl – a. Sodium chloride

2.  H2O – b. Water

3.  CH4 – c. Methane

4.  CaCO3 – d. Calcium carbonate

Answer Key:



•  NaCl !’ a. Sodium chloride

•  H2O !’ b. Water

•  CH4 !’ c. Methane

•  CaCO3 !’ d. Calcium carbonate

When tackling matching problems, first write down all formulas and names separately. Then, look for distinctive

features: ionic charges, functional groups, or common prefixes (e.g., “hydro �” for hydroxides). This approach reduces

errors caused by visual similarity.

Short Answer Questions: Writing Names from Formulas

Question: Write the systematic name for the compound CaSO4.

Answer: Calcium sulfate.

Explanation: Calcium (Ca) is a group 2 metal, forming Ca2+. Sulfate is the common name for SO4 2"�. The 

systematic name follows the pattern: cation + anion. Therefore, CaSO4 is calcium sulfate.

Question: Provide the empirical formula for a compound with the following mass percentages: 
12.0% C, 1.0% H, 87.0% O.

Answer:C12H1O87 simplifies to CH7O54 (if we divide by the smallest integer). However, since the percentages

are unrealistic, we assume a simpler ratio: C12H1O87 !’ after simplification, the empirical formula is C12H1O87 (no

simplification). For most quizzes, the expected answer is CH7O54 or similar depending on the context.

Strategy:Convert percentages to moles, divide by the smallest mole value, then simplify the ratio to whole

numbers. Always double �check that the simplified formula matches the given mass percentages.

True/False Statements & Common Traps

Statement 1: The compound
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