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Introduction

When you open a chemistry textbook, Chapter /10 is often dedicated to the fundamentals that underpin every 

calculation and experiment you will encounter: chemical quantities. This chapter lays the groundwork for

understanding how to quantify substances, convert between different units, and apply the mole concept to

real �world problems. In this article we’ll walk through the essential ideas presented in Chapter 10, unpack the

terminology, and provide clear examples that will help you master the skill of measuring and manipulating chemical

quantities. Whether you’re a high �school student preparing for exams or a self �learner looking to strengthen your

chemistry foundation, this guide will give you the tools you need to approach any problem with confidence.

What Are Chemical Quantities?

In chemistry, a quantityrefers to any measurable property of a substance that can be expressed numerically.

These properties include:

•  Mass

•  Volume

•  Number of particles (atoms, molecules, ions)

•  Concentration (how much substance is present per unit of solution)

•  Energy (in thermodynamic contexts)

Chapter 10 focuses primarily on the first four, as they form the backbone of stoichiometry and laboratory work. By

mastering these quantities, you gain the ability to predict reaction yields, prepare solutions, and understand the

scale of chemical processes.

Key Concepts Covered in Chapter /10

Below is a quick snapshot of the main topics you’ll encounter:

1.  The Mole Concept – the bridge between microscopic particles and macroscopic mass.

2.  Avogadro’s Number – the defining constant that relates particles to moles.

3.  Unit Conversions – moving between grams, kilograms, milligrams, liters, milliliters, and more.

4.  Concentration Units – molarity, molality, normality, and percent composition.

5.  Stoichiometry – using balanced equations to convert between quantities.

6.  Dimensional Analysis – a systematic way to check units and solve problems.

Measuring Mass and Molar Mass

Mass is the most familiar quantity in everyday life, measured in grams (g), kilograms (kg), or milligrams (mg). In 

chemistry, the molar massis the mass of one mole of a substance, expressed in grams per mole (g mol {¹). To find

the molar mass, sum the atomic masses of all atoms in the molecule, using the periodic table.

Example: Molar mass of water (H ‚O):

•  Hydrogen (H): 1.008 /g /mol {¹ × 2 = 2.016 /g /mol {¹



•  Oxygen (O): 15.999 /g /mol {¹ × 1 = 15.999 /g /mol {¹

•  Total = 18.015 /g /mol {¹

Using Molar Mass to Convert Mass to Moles

The relationship between mass (m), moles (n), and molar mass (M) is:

n = m / M

So, if you have 36.03 /g of water, the number of moles is:

n = 36.03 /g ÷ 18.015 /g /mol {¹ = 2.00 /mol

Converting Moles to Mass

Rearrange the formula:

m = n × M

If you need 1.50 /mol of sodium chloride (NaCl, M = 58.44 /g /mol {¹), the mass required is:

m = 1.50 /mol × 58.44 /g /mol {¹ = 87.66 /g

Volume, Density, and the Ideal Gas Law

Volume (V) is measured in liters (L) or milliliters (mL). For gases at standard conditions, the Ideal Gas Law(PV =

nRT) is often used, but Chapter /10 emphasizes liquids and solids where volume and density (<�’��&R�°ey.

Density formula: <��Ò�Ò�ò�V

Using density, you can convert between mass and volume:

•  Given mass and density, find volume: V = m / <�à

•  Given volume and density, find mass: m = <�
r�V.

Example: A 50 /g sample of ethanol (<��Ò��ãsƒ’�ör�öÔÂ�»’’�ö67W�–W2���`olume of:

V = 50 /g ÷ 0.789 /g /mL {¹ = 63.3 /mL

Concentration Units

When working with solutions, you need to express how much solute is present relative to the solution. Chapter 10

introduces three common concentration units: molarity, molality, and normality.

Molarity (M)

Molarity is defined as the number of moles of solute per liter of solution:

M = n / V › where V › is the solution volume in liters.

Example: Dissolve 0.5 /mol of NaCl in enough water to make 1 /L of solution. The molarity is 0.5 /M.

Molality (m)

Molality measures moles of solute per kilogram of solvent:

m = n / m › where m › is the mass of the solvent in kilograms.

Example: Dissolve 1 /mol of glucose in 0.5 /kg of water. The molality is 2 /m.



Normality (N)

Normality relates to the reactive capacity of a solution, defined as equivalents per liter. Equivalent weight depends

on the reaction:

N = equivalents / V ›

For acid–base reactions, equivalents equal moles of protons (H z) or hydroxide ions (OH {). For redox reactions,

equivalents depend on the number of electrons transferred.

Example: 0.1 /M HCl is also 0.1 /N because HCl donates one proton per molecule.

Percent Composition

Percent composition expresses the mass of each element in a compound as a percentage of the total mass. This is

useful for empirical formula determination.

Example: In C ‚H †O (ethanol), the mass percentages are:

•  C: (2 × 12.01) / 46.07 × 100% "H 52.14%

•  

The Mole and Avogadro’s Number

The mole is a counting unit that bridges the gap between the microscopic and macroscopic worlds. One mole 

contains exactly Avogadro’s number of entities:

6.022 /× /10²³ particles per mole

This constant is foundational for stoichiometry and allows chemists to count atoms, ions, and molecules using

measurable mass.

Practical Use of Avogadro’s Number

Suppose you need to determine the number of molecules in 5 /g of sodium chloride. First, find moles:

n = 5 /g ÷ 58.44 /g /mol {¹ = 0.0856 /mol

Then multiply by Avogadro’s number:

0.0856 /mol × 6.022 /× /10²³ /mol {¹ "H 5.16 /× /10²² molecules

Stoichiometric Calculations

Stoichiometry is the quantitative relationship between reactants and products in a balanced chemical equation.

Chapter /10 teaches how to use stoichiometric coefficients to convert between moles of different species.

Step �by �Step Stoichiometry

1.  Write and balance the chemical equation.

2.  Convert given mass to moles.

3.  Use the mole ratio from the balanced equation to find moles of the desired species.

4.  Convert moles back to mass or other desired units.

Example Problem

How many grams of hydrogen gas (H ‚) are produced when 10 g of aluminum (Al) reacts with excess hydrochloric

acid (HCl)? Balanced reaction:



2 /Al + 6 /HCl !’ 2 /AlCl ƒ + 3 /H ‚

1. Convert Al mass to moles:

n(Al) = 10 /g ÷ 26.98 /g /mol {¹ = 0.371 /mol

2. Use mole ratio 2 /Al : 3 /H ‚ to find moles of H ‚:

n(H ‚) = 0.371 /mol × (3 /mol /H ‚ / 2 /mol /Al) = 0.557 /mol

3. Convert moles of H ‚ to grams (M = 2.016 /g /mol {¹):

m(H ‚) = 0.557 /mol × 2.016 /g /mol {¹ = 1.12 /g

Answer: 1.12 /g of H ‚ is produced.

Dimensional Analysis (Unit Conversion Technique)

Dimensional analysis is a powerful tool for checking the consistency of units and solving conversion problems. It

involves multiplying by “conversion factors” that equal one but have different units.

Example: Converting 2.5 /g of NaCl to moles

Step /1: Identify the conversion factor.

1 /mol /NaCl = 58.44 /g /NaCl

Step /2: Set up the calculation:

2.5 /g /NaCl × (1 /mol /NaCl / 58.44 /g /NaCl) = 0.0428 /mol /NaCl

Result: 0.0428 /mol of NaCl.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid

•  Using the wrong molar mass (e.g., forgetting to include all atoms).

•  Confusing molarity with molality (volume vs. mass of solvent).

•  Ignoring significant figures in final answers.

•  Assuming 1 /mol of electrons equals 1 /mol of atoms in redox calculations.

Practical Applications of Chemical Quantities

Understanding chemical quantities isn’t just academic; it has real �world implications across many fields:

•  Pharmaceuticals – precise dosing requires accurate molarity and mass calculations.

•  Environmental Science – measuring pollutant concentrations in water or air.

•  Materials Engineering – determining alloy composition and purity.
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