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Introduction

High �school chemistry often presents students with a series of challenging questions that test their ability to 

translate between language and symbols. One of the most frequently revisited topics is the systematic naming of 

compounds and the construction of their corresponding formulas. In many syllabi, this material is consolidated in 

Chapter /9: Chemical Names, Formulas, and Answers. Whether you are preparing for a mid �term, a final exam, or

simply looking to strengthen your foundational knowledge, a clear understanding of how to derive the correct

chemical name from a formula and vice versa is essential.

In this article we will dissect the core principles that underpin Chapter 9, walk through step �by �step procedures for

naming and formula �writing, analyze common pitfalls, and provide a comprehensive set of practice problems

complete with detailed answers. By the end, you will have a solid framework that not only helps you ace the exam

but also builds confidence in tackling related topics such as stoichiometry, ionic compounds, and molecular

geometry.

Understanding Chapter /9: Chemical Naming and Formulas

Chapter 9 typically covers the IUPAC (International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry) nomenclature rules for

both covalent (molecular) compounds and ionic compounds. The chapter is divided into several logical sections:

•  Section /9.1 – Naming binary covalent compounds (e.g., carbon monoxide).

•  Section /9.2 – Naming polyatomic covalent compounds (e.g., dinitrogen pentoxide).

•  Section /9.3 – Naming ionic compounds (e.g., sodium chloride).

•  Section /9.4 – Writing chemical formulas from names.

•  Section /9.5 – Writing names from chemical formulas.

•  Section /9.6 – Common practice questions and answers.

Each section builds on the last, reinforcing the idea that naming and formula writing are two sides of the same coin.

Understanding the underlying logic—such as oxidation states, valency, and the role of prefixes—allows students to

navigate the entire chapter with ease.

Key Concepts Covered

1.  Oxidation States and Valency – Knowing the charge of each element is the foundation for determining the 

correct subscript in a formula.

2.  Prefixes and Root Names – Prefixes (mono �, di �, tri �, etc.) indicate the number of atoms of each element in a 

molecule.

3.  Polyatomic Ions – Recognizing common ions such as nitrate (NO ƒ {), carbonate (CO ƒ² {), and ammonium (NH „ z) is 

crucial for ionic naming.

4.  Neutral vs. Ionic Compounds – Distinguishing between covalent molecules (neutral) and ionic salts (charged).

5.  Stoichiometric Balance – Ensuring the total charge on the left equals the total charge on the right when 

writing formulas.

Common Mistakes

Even seasoned students sometimes fall into these traps:



•  Using the wrong prefix (e.g., “monoxide” instead of “oxide”).

•  Forgetting to balance charges in ionic compounds.

•  Misidentifying polyatomic ions, leading to incorrect formulas.

•  Assuming the first element in a formula is always the one with the lower electronegativity.

•  Applying the same rules to both covalent and ionic compounds without adjustment.

Step �by �Step Guide to Naming Compounds

Below is a concise algorithm that you can follow to convert a chemical formula into its systematic name.

1.  Determine the Type of Compound

If the formula consists of two non �metal elements (e.g., CO ‚), it is a covalent compound.

2.  If it contains a metal and a non �metal (e.g., NaCl), it is an ionic compound.

•  For covalent compounds, the subscript indicates the number of atoms.

•  For ionic compounds, refer to the periodic table or common oxidation states.

•  Use “mono �” for one atom only when it appears in a covalent context.

•  Use “di �,” “tri �,” “tetra �,” etc., for 2, 3, 4, etc., atoms.

•  Carbon !’ “carb �” or “meth �” depending on the number of carbons.

•  Oxygen !’ “oxide.”

•  Other elements follow the IUPAC root names (e.g., nitrogen !’ “nitro �”).

•  For CO ‚, the name is carbon dioxide.

•  For H ‚O, it is dihydrogen monoxide (though commonly called water).

•  For NaNO ƒ, the name is sodium nitrate.

Step �by �Step Guide to Writing Formulas

When given a systematic name, the reverse process is often required. Follow this procedure to write the correct

chemical formula.

1.  Identify the Elements in the Name

For “sodium chloride,” the elements are sodium (Na) and chlorine (Cl).

•  Na is +1; Cl is –1.

•  Balance the charges: one Na z balances one Cl {.

•  Because the charges are +1 and –1, the subscript for each is 1, giving NaCl.

•  If the name includes a polyatomic ion, use its formula directly (e.g., ammonium nitrate !’ NH „NO ƒ).

•  The total positive charge must equal the total negative charge.

Sample Questions and Answers

Below is a curated set of practice problems that reflect typical Chapter 9 questions. Each problem is followed by a

detailed solution to help you verify your reasoning.

Answer: K ‚CO ƒ. Potassium (K) is +1; carbonate (CO ƒ² {) is –2. Two K z ions balance one CO ƒ² { ion.

Answer: N ‚O …. The prefix “di �” indicates two nitrogen atoms; “pentoxide” indicates five oxygen atoms.

Answer: Iron(II) chloride. Iron has a +2 oxidation state here; chloride is –1. The Roman numeral indicates the



oxidation state of iron.

Answer: Mg(OH) ‚. Magnesium is +2; hydroxide (OH {) is –1, so two hydroxide ions balance one magnesium ion.

Answer: Aluminum sulfate. Aluminum is +3; sulfate is –2. The subscript 3 indicates three sulfate ions needed to

balance two aluminum ions.

Answer: Ca ƒ(PO „) ‚. Calcium is +2; phosphate (PO „³ {) is –3. Three Ca² z ions balance two PO „³ { ions.

Answer: Ethanol. The root “eth �” indicates two carbons; the suffix “ �ol” indicates an alcohol.

Answer: HNO ƒ. Nitric acid is the protonated form of the nitrite ion (NO ‚ {) with an additional oxygen atom.

Answer: Ag ‚S. Silver is +1; sulfide is –2. Two silver ions balance one sulfide ion.

Practice Exercises

Use the following problems to test your mastery. Write down your answers before checking the solutions.

1.  Write the systematic name for Na ‚SO „.

2.  Determine the formula for nickel(II) chloride.

3.  What is the formula of ammonium hydroxide?

4.  Write the systematic name for Cu ƒ(PO „) ‚.
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