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Unlocking the Secrets of Oxidation Numbers: A Complete Guide to the 
IF8766 Assignment and Answer Keys

When it comes to mastering chemistry, few topics are as foundational—and as challenging—as the concept of

oxidation numbers. Whether you’re a high �school student tackling the IF8766 curriculum or a lifelong learner

revisiting the basics, understanding how to assign oxidation numbers correctly is essential for solving redox

reactions, balancing equations, and interpreting chemical behavior.

In this comprehensive guide, we’ll walk through the core principles of oxidation numbers, provide step �by �step

instructions for the IF8766 “Assigning Oxidation Numbers” assignment, and give you access to high �quality answer

keys from Instructional Fair Inc. Along the way, we’ll highlight common pitfalls, offer practical study tips, and show

you how to use the answer keys to reinforce your learning. By the end of this article, you’ll feel confident tackling

any oxidation �number problem, no matter how complex.

Why Oxidation Numbers Matter in Chemistry

Oxidation numbers, also known as oxidation states, are a bookkeeping tool that chemists use to keep track of

electrons in a compound. They are not physical charges but rather a formalism that helps us:

•  Determine which atoms are oxidized or reduced in a reaction.

•  Balance redox equations accurately.

•  Predict the reactivity of species in complex reactions.

•  Understand the electronic structure of compounds.

Because the IF8766 curriculum emphasizes real �world applications—such as battery chemistry, corrosion, and

industrial synthesis—mastering oxidation numbers is a prerequisite for success on the assignment and beyond.

The Fundamental Rules for Assigning Oxidation Numbers

Below, we present the six key rules that you’ll need to remember. These rules apply to all compounds, ions, and

elements, regardless of the context.

Rule 1: Elements in Their Standard State Have an Oxidation Number of Zero

All diatomic molecules (e.g., O ‚, N ‚, H ‚, Cl ‚) and elemental metals (Fe, Cu, Au) are assigned an oxidation number of 0.

Rule 2: The Oxidation Number of a Monatomic Ion Is Its Charge

For example, Na z has an oxidation number of +1, while Cl { has -1. This rule is a quick way to determine the oxidation

state of ions you encounter in solutions.

Rule 3: Oxygen Usually Has an Oxidation Number of –2

Exceptions include peroxides (e.g., H ‚O ‚, where O is –1) and when oxygen is bonded to fluorine in OF ‚ (O is +2).

Rule 4: Hydrogen Usually Has an Oxidation Number of +1



The only common exception is when hydrogen is bonded to metals in metal hydrides (e.g., NaH), where H is –1.

Rule 5: The Sum of Oxidation Numbers in a Neutral Compound Is Zero; In an Ion, It Equals the 
Ion’s Charge

This rule is the balancing act that ensures the total charge is accounted for. It’s especially useful when you’re

unsure of an atom’s oxidation state.

Rule 6: Fluorine Is Always –1

Because fluorine is the most electronegative element, it always takes the negative charge in a compound.

Step �by �Step Guide to Assigning Oxidation Numbers for the IF8766 
Assignment

Let’s apply these rules to a typical IF8766 problem: “Assign the oxidation numbers for all atoms in the following

compounds.” We’ll walk through several examples, each illustrating a different aspect of the assignment.

Example 1: Sodium Chloride (NaCl)

1.  Identify the ions: Na z and Cl {.

2.  Apply Rule 2: Na z !’ +1; Cl { !’ –1.

3.  Verify with Rule 5: (+1) + (–1) = 0 (neutral compound).

Example 2: Sulfuric Acid (H ‚SO „)

1.  Assign hydrogen (Rule 4): +1 each, total +2.

2.  Assign oxygen (Rule 3): –2 each, total –8.

3.  Let sulfur be x. Apply Rule 5: x + (+2) + (–8) = 0.

4.  Solve for x: x = +6.

Example 3: Hydrogen Peroxide (H ‚O ‚)

1.  Hydrogen: +1 each !’ +2.

2.  Oxygen: Usually –2, but peroxides are an exception. Use Rule 5: x + (+2) + (2x) = 0.

3.  Let oxygen be y. Then 2y + (+2) = 0 !’ y = –1.

Example 4: Iron(III) Oxide (Fe ‚O ƒ)

1.  Oxygen: –2 each !’ –6.

2.  Let iron be x. Apply Rule 5: 2x + (–6) = 0.

3.  2x = +6 !’ x = +3.

Example 5: Aluminum Chloride (AlCl ƒ)

1.  Chlorine: –1 each !’ –3.

2.  Aluminum: Let it be x. Apply Rule 5: x + (–3) = 0.

3.  x = +3.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

Even experienced students can fall into traps. Here are the most frequent errors and how to sidestep them:

•  Ignoring Exceptions: Remember that oxygen is not always –2, and hydrogen is not always +1.

•  Misidentifying Ions: Be careful with polyatomic ions like NO ƒ { or SO „² {; treat the whole ion as a single entity when 

applying Rule 2.

•  Overlooking Charge Balance: Always verify that the sum of oxidation numbers matches the overall charge.



•  Confusing Oxidation State with Formal Charge: Formal charge is a different concept; oxidation state is a 

bookkeeping tool.

Practice Problems with Answer Keys from Instructional Fair Inc.

To reinforce your learning, we’ve compiled a set of practice problems along with detailed answer keys. These

problems are adapted from the IF8766 curriculum and are designed to test a range of skills—from basic

assignments to complex redox reactions.

Problem Set 1: Basic Assignments

1.  CH „ (Methane)

2.  Na ‚SO „ (Sodium Sulfate)

3.  FeCl ‚ (Iron(II) Chloride)

4.  NH ƒ (Ammonia)

5.  CaO (Calcium Oxide)

Answer Key 1

1.  CH „: C = –4, H = +1 each.

2.  Na ‚SO „: Na = +1 each, S = +6, O = –2 each.

3.  FeCl ‚: Fe = +2, Cl = –1 each.

4.  NH ƒ: N = –3, H = +1 each.

5.  CaO: Ca = +2, O = –2.

Problem Set 2: Intermediate Challenges

1.  H ‚O ‚ (Hydrogen Peroxide)

2.  KMnO „ (Potassium Permanganate)

3.  CuSO „ (Copper(II) Sulfate)

4.  Al ‚(SO „) ƒ (Aluminum Sulfate)

5.  Pb(NO ƒ) ‚ (Lead(II) Nitrate)

Answer Key 2

1.  H ‚O ‚: H = +1, O = –1.

2.  KMnO „: K = +1, Mn = +7, O = –2 each.

3.  CuSO „: Cu = +2, S = +6, O = –2 each.

4.  Al ‚(SO „) ƒ: Al = +3, S = +6, O = –2 each.

5.  Pb(NO ƒ) ‚: Pb = +2, N = +5, O = –2 each.

Problem Set 3: Advanced Redox Reactions

1.  Balance the following redox equation in acidic solution: MnO „ { + Fe² z !’ Mn² z + Fe³ z.

2.  Determine the oxidation states in the reaction: 2Cr ‚O ‡² { + 6H z + 6e { !’ 4Cr³ z + 3H ‚O.

3.  Assign oxidation numbers for all atoms in the complex ion [Fe(CN) †] t {.

4.  Identify the oxidizing and reducing agents in the reaction: 2Na ‚S ‚O ƒ + Br ‚ !’ 2NaBr + Na ‚S „O †.

5.  Explain why the oxidation number of sulfur in H ‚SO „ is +6.

Answer Key 3

1.  MnO „ { (–1) + Fe² z (–2) !’ Mn² z (+2) + Fe³ z (+1). The electron transfer is: Mn(+7) !’ Mn(+2) (gain 5e {) and Fe(+2) !’ 

Fe(+3) (lose 1e {). The balanced equation: MnO „ { + 5Fe² z + 8H z !’ Mn² z + 5Fe³ z + 4H ‚O.

2.  Cr ‚O ‡² {: Cr = +6 each; O = –2. In the product, Cr³ z: Cr = +3. Each Cr is reduced by 3 electrons. The half �reaction: 

Cr ‚O ‡² { + 14H z + 6e { !’ 2Cr³ z + 7H ‚O.

3.  In [Fe(CN) †] t {: Fe = +2; each CN { = –1. Total charge: +2 + 6(–1) = –4.



4.  Oxidizing agent: Br ‚ (oxidizes S from +2 in S ‚O ƒ² { to +6 in S „O †² {). Reducing agent: Na ‚S ‚O ƒ (reduces Br ‚ to Br {).

5.  In H ‚SO „, H is +1, O is –2. Let S = x. 2(+1) + x + 4(–2) = 0 !’ x = +6.
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