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Chemistry Matter Change Chapter 12 Answers: A Complete Guide

Welcome to an in �depth exploration of the answers and concepts found in Chapter 12 of the popular chemistry

textbook on matter change. Whether you’re a high school student tackling the unit for the first time or a refresher for

an upcoming exam, this article provides clear explanations, step �by �step solutions, and practical study tips—all while

keeping the content engaging and easy to digest.

What to Expect in Chapter /12

Chapter 12 usually focuses on the transformation of matter—chemical reactions, energy changes, and the

conservation of mass. You’ll encounter a variety of reaction types, balanced equations, stoichiometry, and the role

of catalysts. Below is a quick snapshot of the topics typically covered:

•  Types of chemical reactions (synthesis, decomposition, single �replacement, double �replacement, combustion)

•  Balancing equations and the law of conservation of mass

•  Stoichiometry and mole relationships

•  Energy changes: endothermic vs. exothermic reactions

•  Reaction rates and factors affecting them

•  Equilibrium and Le Chatelier’s principle

•  Redox reactions and oxidation numbers

Having a solid grasp of these concepts will help you answer the chapter’s practice problems and exam questions

with confidence.

Common Challenges & How to Overcome Them

Students often struggle with:

1.  Balancing complex equations

2.  Interpreting stoichiometric calculations

3.  Understanding energy diagrams

4.  Applying Le /Chatelier’s principle to real �world scenarios

Below, we’ll address each challenge with clear examples and step �by �step solutions that you can reference when

studying.

Key Concept Review

1. Types of Chemical Reactions

Every reaction can be classified into one of five basic categories. Understanding the signature of each helps you

predict products and write balanced equations.

•  Synthesis (Combination): Two or more reactants combine to form a single product.  Example: 2H ‚ + O ‚ !’ 2H ‚O

•  Decomposition: A single reactant breaks down into two or more products.  Example: 2H ‚O !’ 2H ‚ + O ‚

•  Single Replacement (Displacement): One element displaces another in a compound.  Example: Zn + 2HCl !’ 



ZnCl ‚ + H ‚

•  Double Replacement (Metathesis): Two compounds exchange ions.  Example: AgNO ƒ + NaCl !’ AgCl + NaNO ƒ

•  Combustion: A substance reacts with oxygen, producing heat and light.  Example: CH „ + 2O ‚ !’ CO ‚ + 2H ‚O

2. Balancing Chemical Equations

Balancing ensures the number of atoms for each element remains equal on both sides of the equation. Use the

following systematic approach:

1.  Write the unbalanced equation.

2.  Count atoms of each element on both sides.

3.  Use coefficients (not subscripts) to equalize the counts.

4.  Check that all atoms are balanced.

5.  Verify that the equation is chemically plausible.

For example, to balance Fe + O ‚ !’ Fe ‚O ƒ:

•  Fe: 1 on left, 2 on right !’ coefficient 2 for Fe on left.

•  O: 2 on left, 3 on right !’ coefficient 3 for O ‚ on left.

•  Result: 4Fe + 3O ‚ !’ 2Fe ‚O ƒ.

3. Conservation of Mass

The law of conservation of mass states that mass is neither created nor destroyed in a chemical reaction. This

principle underpins stoichiometric calculations and ensures that the total mass of reactants equals the total mass of

products.

4. Stoichiometry & Mole Relationships

Stoichiometry involves converting between moles, grams, and particles. Key steps include:

1.  Convert given quantity to moles using the molar mass.

2.  Use the mole ratio from the balanced equation.

3.  Convert back to the desired unit.

Example: If 5 g of NaCl reacts with excess HCl, how many grams of NaCl remain after the reaction? (Assume

complete consumption.)

•  Molar mass of NaCl = 58.44 /g/mol.

•  Moles of NaCl = 5 /g / 58.44 /g/mol = 0.0855 /mol.

•  Since NaCl is fully consumed, 0 /g remain.

5. Energy Changes in Reactions

Reactions are classified as:

•  Exothermic: Release energy (heat). Products have lower enthalpy than reactants.

•  Endothermic: Absorb energy. Products have higher enthalpy than reactants.

Use enthalpy change (9D‚• values to determine reaction type. A negative 9D€ indicates exothermic; a positive 9D€

indicates endothermic.

6. Reaction Rates & Factors Affecting Them

Rate depends on:

•  Concentration: Higher concentration !’ faster reaction.

•  Temperature: Higher temperature !’ increased kinetic energy !’ faster reaction.



•  Surface area: Greater surface area !’ more collisions.

•  Catalysts: Provide an alternative pathway with lower activation energy.

•  Pressure: Relevant for gaseous reactants.

7. Equilibrium & Le /Chatelier’s Principle

At equilibrium, forward and reverse reaction rates are equal. Le Chatelier’s principle predicts the shift direction when

a system is perturbed:

•  Increase concentration of a reactant or product !’ shift to balance the change.

•  Increase temperature !’ shift toward the endothermic direction.

•  Increase pressure (for gases) !’ shift toward the side with fewer moles.

8. Redox Reactions & Oxidation Numbers

Redox reactions involve electron transfer. To identify oxidation states:

1.  Assign oxidation numbers based on rules.

2.  Identify elements that change oxidation numbers.

3.  Balance electrons transferred.

Example: 2Na + Cl ‚ !’ 2NaCl is a redox reaction where Na is oxidized (+1) and Cl is reduced (–1).

Chapter /12 Answers: Sample Problems & Solutions

Below are representative problems from Chapter 12, along with detailed answers. Use them as a study aid to

practice applying the concepts.

Problem 1: Balance the Equation

Balance the following equation: Al + O ‚ !’ Al ‚O ƒ.

Answer:

1.  Write the unbalanced equation.

2.  Count atoms: Al: 1 left, 2 right; O: 2 left, 3 right.

3.  Place coefficient 4 in front of Al: 4Al + O ‚ !’ 2Al ‚O ƒ.

4.  Adjust O ‚ coefficient to 3: 4Al + 3O ‚ !’ 2Al ‚O ƒ.

5.  Verify: Al = 4 on both sides; O = 6 on both sides.

Problem 2: Calculate Mass of Product

How many grams of CO ‚ are produced when 10 /g of CH „ reacts completely with excess O ‚?

Answer:

1.  Balanced equation: CH „ + 2O ‚ !’ CO ‚ + 2H ‚O.

2.  Molar mass of CH „ = 16.04 /g/mol; CO ‚ = 44.01 /g/mol.

3.  Moles of CH „ = 10 /g / 16.04 /g/mol = 0.623 /mol.

4.  Mole ratio CO ‚:CH „ = 1:1 !’ moles of CO ‚ = 0.623 /mol.

5.  Mass of CO ‚ = 0.623 /mol × 44.01 /g/mol = 27.4 /g.

Problem 3: Determine Reaction Type

Given the reaction: CaO + H ‚O !’ Ca(OH) ‚, is it exothermic or endothermic?

Answer:



Consult standard enthalpy values: 9D‹�` (CaO) = –635 kJ/mol, 9D‹�` (Ca(OH) ‚) = –986 kJ/mol, 9D‹�` (H ‚O) = –286 kJ/mol.

Calculate 9D€ = :3”H°f(products) – :3”H°f(reactants) = (–986) – (–635 + –286) = –986 – (–921) = –65 kJ/mol. Since 9D€ is

negative, the reaction is exothermic.

Problem 4: Reaction Rate Law

The rate law for a reaction is given by rate = k[NO][O ‚]². If the concentration of NO doubles and O ‚ is halved, how

does the reaction rate change?

Answer:

Let initial rate = k[NO] •[O ‚] •². New rate = k(2[NO] •)(½[O ‚] •)² = k(2[NO] •)(¼[O ‚] •²) = 0.5 k[NO] •[O ‚] •². The rate decreases to

50% of its original value.

Problem 5: Le /Chatelier’s Principle

For the equilibrium: 2NO ‚(g) !Ì N ‚O „(g), what happens when the temperature is increased?

Answer:

9D€ for the forward reaction is positive (endothermic). Increasing temperature shifts the equilibrium toward the

endothermic side to absorb excess heat. Therefore, more N ‚O „ is formed.

Tips for Mastering Chapter /12

1. Practice Balancing

Set a timer for 5 /minutes and balance as many equations as possible. Speed and accuracy improve with repetition.

2. Use Flashcards for Key Terms

Create flashcards for reaction types, stoichiometric relationships, and common 9D‚�`alues. Test yourself regularly.

3. Visualize Energy Diagrams

Draw energy profiles for exothermic and endothermic reactions. Label activation energy, reactant, product, and

transition states.

4. Connect Concepts to Real Life

Think of everyday examples: rusting iron (oxidation), baking soda reacting with vinegar (acid–base), or the

combustion of gasoline in an engine.

5. Review Past
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