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Chemistry Semester 1 Review Answers: A Complete Guide

Welcome to your go �to resource for mastering the first semester of chemistry. Whether you’re a high �school senior

preparing for college entrance exams or a university freshman tackling your introductory course, this article delivers

a thorough review of key concepts, common exam questions, and proven study strategies. We’ll walk through the

essential topics covered in semester 1, provide concise answers to typical review questions, and share practical

tips for turning those answers into lasting knowledge. Let’s dive in and transform your semester 1 chemistry review

answers into a powerful study tool.

Overview of Semester 1 Chemistry

Semester 1 chemistry, often titled “General Chemistry I” or “Introductory Chemistry,” lays the foundation for all

future chemistry courses. The curriculum typically covers the following core areas:

•  Atomic structure and periodic trends

•  Bonding theories and molecular geometry

•  Stoichiometry and chemical reactions

•  States of matter and gas laws

•  Solutions, concentrations, and solubility

•  Thermochemistry and basic kinetics

•  Acids, bases, and pH calculations

Understanding these topics not only prepares you for exams but also equips you with the conceptual framework

needed for advanced chemistry courses. Our review answers focus on the most frequently tested concepts in these

areas.

Key Topics Covered in Semester 1 Chemistry

Atomic Structure and Periodic Trends

Students must grasp the building blocks of matter: protons, neutrons, electrons, and how they arrange themselves

in shells. Key points include:

•  Atomic number vs. mass number

•  Electron configurations and orbital diagrams

•  Effective nuclear charge and its impact on atomic size

•  Ionization energy, electronegativity, and electron affinity trends

Bonding Theories and Molecular Geometry

Bonding concepts are central to predicting chemical behavior. Focus areas:

•  Valence Bond Theory (VBT) and hybridization

•  Lewis structures and formal charges

•  VSEPR theory for predicting shape

•  Polarity and dipole moments



Stoichiometry and Chemical Reactions

Accurate mole calculations are the backbone of chemistry. Core skills include:

•  Converting between mass, moles, and particles

•  Balancing equations and determining limiting reactants

•  Yield calculations (theoretical, actual, percent)

•  Redox reactions and oxidation states

States of Matter and Gas Laws

Gas behavior under different conditions is a frequent exam topic:

•  Ideal gas law (PV = nRT) and deviations

•  Boyle’s, Charles’s, Avogadro’s, and combined gas laws

•  Partial pressures and Dalton’s law

•  Real gas corrections: van der Waals equation

Solutions, Concentrations, and Solubility

Students must understand how solutes dissolve and how to express solutions:

•  Molarity, molality, normality, and percent composition

•  Colligative properties: boiling point elevation, freezing point depression, osmotic pressure

•  Solubility product (Ksp) and common ion effect

Thermochemistry and Basic Kinetics

Heat transfer and reaction rates are crucial for both theory and laboratory work:

•  Enthalpy changes (9D‚’��æB�†W79 s law

•  Exothermic vs. endothermic processes

•  Activation energy and transition state theory

•  Rate laws and reaction order

Acids, Bases, and pH Calculations

Acid–base chemistry is a staple of semester 1 exams:

•  Definitions: Arrhenius, Brønsted–Lowry, Lewis

•  Strong vs. weak acids/bases and dissociation constants (Ka, Kb)

•  pH, pOH, and the pH scale

•  Buffer systems and titration curves

Common Review Questions and Answers

Below are representative questions that frequently appear on semester 1 chemistry review exams, along with

concise, step �by �step answers. These examples illustrate the application of key concepts and provide a solid

reference for your own practice.

1. Convert 45.0 g of NaCl to moles.

Answer:Molar mass of NaCl = 22.99 (Na) + 35.45 (Cl) = 58.44 g/mol. Moles = mass / molar mass = 45.0 g / 58.44

g/mol "H 0.770 mol.

2. Predict the shape of a molecule with the formula CO2.

Answer:CO2 has a central carbon atom bonded to two oxygen atoms. The electron pair geometry is linear (two



bonding pairs, no lone pairs). VSEPR predicts a linear shape with a bond angle of 180°.

3. Balance the reaction: Fe + O2 !’ Fe2O3.

Answer:The balanced equation is: 4 Fe + 3 O2 !’ 2 Fe2O3. Check that all atoms are balanced: 4 Fe, 6 O on both

sides.

4. Calculate the pressure of 2.00 moles of an ideal gas at 300 K in a 0.500 L container.

Answer:Use PV = nRT. R = 0.08206 L·atm·K"�1·mol"�1. P = (nRT)/V = (2.00 mol × 0.08206 × 300 K) / 0.500 L "H 98.4

atm.

5. Determine the molarity of a solution prepared by dissolving 10.0 g of Na2SO4 in enough water 
to make 250 mL of solution.

Answer:Molar mass of Na2SO4 = 2×22.99 + 32.07 + 4×16.00 = 142.05 g/mol. Moles = 10.0 g / 142.05 g/mol "H

0.0704 mol. Volume in liters = 0.250 L. Molarity = 0.0704 mol / 0.250 L = 0.2816 M.

6. Calculate the pH of a 0.010 M HCl solution.

Answer: HCl is a strong acid and fully dissociates. [H+] = 0.010 M. pH = –log[H+] = –log(0.010) = 2.00.

7. Identify the limiting reactant in the reaction: 2 Al + 3 CuO !’ Al2O3 + 3 Cu, given 4.00 g Al and 
6.00 g CuO.

Answer:Molar masses: Al = 26.98 g/mol, CuO = 79.55 g/mol. Moles Al = 4.00 / 26.98 "H 0.148 mol. Moles CuO =

6.00 / 79.55 "H 0.0755 mol. Reaction stoichiometry requires 2 moles Al per 3 moles CuO, or 0.667 mol Al per 1 mol

CuO. Ratio of available moles: 0.148 / 0.0755 "H 1.96, which is greater than 0.667, so CuO is limiting. The limiting

reactant is CuO.

8. A solution has a boiling point elevation of 3.00 °C. If the solvent is water (Kb = 0.512 °C·kg/mol), 
calculate the molality of the solute.

Answer: 9EF"�Ò�¶"
r�Òà m = 9EF"�ò�¶"�Ò�2ã����2�ò��ãS�"��;v¶röÖöÂ�$‚�Rãƒb�ÖöÂö¶rà

9. For the reaction 2 H2 + O2 !’ 2 H2O, if 4.00 g of H2 react with excess O2, what is the percent yield 
if 3.50 g of water are obtained?

Answer:Molar mass H2 = 2.02 g/mol !’ 4.00 g = 1.98 mol. Reaction requires 1 mol H2 per 2 mol H2O, so 1.98 mol

H2 !’ 1.98 mol H2O. Mass of 1.98 mol H2O = 1.98 × 18.02 g/mol = 35.68 g theoretical. Percent yield = (3.50 g /

35.68 g)
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