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Chevrolet Captiva S: A Comprehensive Review for the Modern Family

The Chevrolet Captiva S has carved out a niche for itself in the competitive compact SUV market. With its blend of

spaciousness, advanced technology, and a reputation for reliability, the Captiva S is a compelling choice for

families, commuters, and adventure seekers alike. This article dives deep into every aspect of the Captiva S, from

its design philosophy and performance to its safety features and long �term ownership costs. Whether you’re a

seasoned Chevrolet enthusiast or a first �time buyer exploring SUV options, this guide will equip you with the

knowledge you need to make an informed decision.

1. Design and Exterior Styling

Bold Presence on the Road

The Captiva S adopts a bold, contemporary silhouette that commands attention. Its front fascia showcases a wide

grille flanked by sleek LED daytime running lights, while the muscular hood adds an aggressive edge. The side

profile is defined by sharp character lines that flow seamlessly from the roof to the rear, giving the vehicle a

dynamic stance. A distinctive rear spoiler and a set of 18 �inch alloy wheels further accentuate its sporty appeal.

Versatile Color Palette

Chevrolet offers a diverse palette of finishes for the Captiva S, ranging from muted neutrals such as “Midnight Blue

Metallic” and “Storm Grey” to vibrant hues like “Red Horizon” and “Sunset Orange.” These options allow buyers to

personalize their vehicle to match their style while keeping the overall design cohesive and modern.

2. Interior Comfort and Space

Three Rows of Seating for the Whole Family

Inside, the Captiva S boasts a generous cabin that comfortably seats seven passengers. The first and second rows

feature supportive, adjustable seats with ample legroom, while the third row is perfect for children or additional

cargo. A 60/40 split in the rear seats offers flexibility for varying passenger and cargo needs.

High-Quality Materials and Ergonomic Layout

Chevrolet has paid close attention to material selection, using soft-touch plastics, genuine leather options, and

premium wood trim in the Captiva S. The dashboard layout is intuitive, with a centrally located infotainment screen

that integrates seamlessly with the steering wheel controls. The steering wheel itself is wrapped in soft leather,

providing a comfortable grip for long drives.

Ample Cargo Capacity

With all seats up, the Captiva S offers a cargo volume of 14.5 cubic feet. When the third row is folded down, the

capacity expands to 30.5 cubic feet, and with both the second and third rows folded, the vehicle can accommodate

up to 68.5 cubic feet of cargo. This versatility makes the Captiva S ideal for weekend getaways and everyday

errands alike.

3. Performance and Powertrain Options



Engine Choices

The Captiva S is equipped with a 2.0 �liter turbocharged inline �four engine that delivers 197 horsepower and 260 lb �ft

of torque. This powerplant is paired with a 6 �speed automatic transmission, providing smooth shifts and responsive

acceleration. For drivers seeking a more economical option, a 2.2 �liter four �stroke diesel engine is available in some

markets, producing 140 horsepower and 280 lb �ft of torque.

All �Wheel Drive and Off �Road Capability

Chevrolet’s “4WD” system offers a 50/50 torque split between front and rear wheels, enhancing traction in slippery

or uneven conditions. While the Captiva S is primarily designed for on �road comfort, its ground clearance and robust

suspension make it capable of handling light off �road adventures and rough terrains.

Fuel Efficiency and Emissions

The 2.0 �liter turbocharged engine achieves an EPA �rated fuel economy of 23 mpg city and 27 mpg highway. In

real �world driving, owners often report figures close to 25 mpg in mixed conditions. The diesel variant offers better

mileage, with estimates of 30 mpg city and 35 mpg highway. These numbers make the Captiva S competitive

among compact SUVs, especially for families that prioritize fuel economy.

4. Technology and Infotainment

Chevrolet Infotainment System

The Captiva S comes standard with an 8 �inch touchscreen display that supports Apple CarPlay, Android Auto, and

Bluetooth connectivity. The interface is responsive, with a clear menu structure and intuitive navigation. A

secondary 7 �inch screen in the rear seats keeps passengers entertained, featuring a range of streaming apps and a

built �in DVD player.

Driver Assistance Features

Chevrolet equips the Captiva S with a suite of advanced driver assistance systems (ADAS). These include Adaptive

Cruise Control, Lane �Keeping Assist, Automatic High �Beam Headlights, and a 360 �degree camera system for

blind �spot monitoring. Optional packages also offer Blind �Spot Detection, Rear Cross �Traffic Alert, and a

forward �collision warning system with automatic emergency braking.

Connectivity and Smart Features

The vehicle’s connectivity suite extends beyond infotainment. A built �in Wi �Fi hotspot allows passengers to stay

connected on the go, while the Chevrolet MyLink app offers remote start, vehicle status monitoring, and geofencing

capabilities. These features enhance convenience and security for owners.

5. Safety Ratings and Features

In independent crash tests conducted by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS) and 
the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), the Captiva S has received high 
marks for structural integrity and occupant protection. The vehicle’s side �impact protection and 
roof strength are particularly noteworthy, ensuring a robust safety envelope for passengers.

Standard Safety Equipment

Chevrolet includes a comprehensive set of safety features as standard across most Captiva S trims. These include

six airbags (front, side, curtain), antilock brakes, electronic stability control, traction control, and a rearview camera.

Additional safety upgrades such as a blind �spot monitoring system and a forward �collision warning system are

available in higher trims.



6. Interior Technology and Comfort Enhancements

The Captiva S offers dual �zone automatic climate control, allowing the driver and front passenger 
to set individualized temperature settings. For added comfort, the vehicle includes a ventilation 
system that circulates fresh air throughout the cabin, reducing the need for excessive air 
conditioning usage.

The front seats are available in a heated and ventilated configuration, with power adjustments 
and memory settings. The second �row seats are also heated, ensuring passenger comfort during 
colder months. The third row, while more compact, offers adjustable lumbar support and a 
reclining option for added convenience.

7. Maintenance and Ownership Costs

Chevrolet’s reputation for durability is reflected in the Captiva S’s maintenance schedule. Routine 
services such as oil changes, tire rotations, and brake inspections are recommended at 
10,000 �mile intervals. The vehicle’s 8 �year/100,000 �mile powertrain warranty provides peace of mind 
for long �term ownership.

Owners typically incur moderate maintenance costs, with an average annual outlay of $500 for 
routine services and $300 for unexpected repairs. Fuel costs vary depending on driving habits 
and local fuel prices, but the Captiva S’s efficient engine keeps running expenses relatively low 
compared to larger SUVs.

8. Pros and Cons of the Chevrolet Captiva S

Spacious cabin with flexible seating and cargo options
Advanced infotainment and connectivity features
Strong safety ratings and comprehensive driver �assist systems
Competitive fuel economy for a family �sized SUV
Reliable brand reputation and robust warranty coverage

Rear passenger headroom may feel limited for taller adults
Infotainment system can lag with larger file sizes
Limited off �road capability compared to dedicated SUVs
Some trim levels lack premium interior materials

9. How the Captiva S Stacks Up Against Competitors

When compared to other compact SUVs such as the Honda CR �V, Toyota RAV4, and Hyundai Tucson, the Captiva

S holds its own in key areas:

1.  Space: The Captiva S offers more third �row capacity than many competitors, making it a better option for 

families.

2.  Technology: Its infotainment suite and driver �assist features are comparable to higher �priced rivals.

3.  Price: The Captiva S typically falls into the mid �range price bracket, offering value for money.

4.  Fuel Efficiency: While not the most fuel �efficient, the Captiva S’s consumption is on par with most compact 

SUVs.

5.  Reliability: Chevrolet’s long �term reliability ratings are solid, though not as high as Toyota or Honda.

10. Tips for Buying a Chevrolet Captiva S

Before visiting a dealership, identify which trim level aligns with your needs. The base model 
offers essential features, while higher trims add luxury touches such as leather upholstery, 



advanced safety packages, and premium audio systems.

During a test drive, focus on steering feel, braking response, and cabin noise levels. Inspect the 
vehicle’s exterior and interior for any signs of wear or manufacturing defects.

Use online pricing tools and dealership incentives to negotiate a fair price. Compare offers from 
multiple dealers to ensure you’re getting the best value.

Explore financing plans that fit your budget. Also, consider extended warranties or maintenance 
packages if you plan to keep the vehicle long term.

Conclusion

The Chevrolet Captiva S stands out as a well �rounded compact SUV that balances space, technology, and safety.

Its family �friendly design, coupled with a reliable powertrain and competitive pricing, makes it an attractive choice for

a wide range of drivers. While it may not excel in every niche—such as extreme off �road performance or premium

luxury—its overall value proposition is strong. Whether you’re navigating city traffic, heading on a family road trip, or

simply looking for a dependable daily driver, the Captiva S delivers on its promises and earns its place in the

modern SUV landscape.
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