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Christmas Carols for Violin and Easy Piano: 20 Traditional Christmas Carols 
Arranged for Violin with Easy Piano Accompaniment

Every holiday season, the air is filled with familiar melodies that evoke warmth, joy, and a sense of togetherness. 

Whether you’re a seasoned violinist, a beginner looking for a festive challenge, or a pianist eager to add a new 

dimension to your holiday repertoire, the Vibrant Violin Book of Christmas Carolsoffers a treasure trove of

arrangements that bring classic Christmas tunes to life. This collection pairs traditional carols with simple,

supportive piano accompaniment, making it an ideal choice for solo performers, duet partners, and small

ensembles.

In this article, we’ll explore why these 20 carols are the perfect addition to your holiday program, dive into each

piece’s unique character, and provide practical tips to help you master them. From the timeless elegance of “Silent

Night” to the spirited energy of “Jingle Bells,” you’ll discover how each arrangement balances technical accessibility

with musical depth—ensuring that both violinists and pianists can shine without overwhelming their skill level.

Why Choose the Vibrant Violin Book of Christmas Carols?

When searching for holiday music that feels both fresh and faithful to the original, many musicians face a dilemma:

do they play a complex orchestral arrangement, or do they settle for a simple, unembellished version? The Vibrant

Violin Book of Christmas Carols resolves this by offering:

•  Balanced Difficulty – Each piece is tailored for intermediate players, with the piano part designed for 

beginners.

•  Authentic Sound – The arrangements capture the spirit of the original carols while adding violin virtuosity.

•  Versatile Performance Options – The pieces can be performed solo, as a duet, or with a small ensemble.

•  High-Quality Notation – Clear, legible scores with tempo markings, dynamics, and articulation cues.

Whether you’re preparing for a Christmas concert, teaching a holiday ensemble, or simply wanting to enjoy the

season’s music at home, this collection offers a practical and inspiring solution.

Getting Started: Preparing Your Instrument and Practice Space

Before diving into the carols, set up a comfortable practice environment:

1.  Choose a quiet room with adequate lighting.

2.  Place your violin in a stable position, ensuring the chin rest and shoulder rest are adjusted for comfort.

3.  Set up a piano or keyboard on a stand at a comfortable height.

4.  Have a metronome, tuner, and a recording device ready for self �assessment.



Consistency is key. Aim for 30 �45 minutes of focused practice each day, gradually increasing the length as you build

stamina.

Meet the 20 Traditional Christmas Carols

Below is a detailed overview of the 20 carols featured in the Vibrant Violin Book. Each entry includes the carol’s

historical background, the arrangement’s distinctive elements, and a brief difficulty assessment for both violin and

piano.

1. “Silent Night” – A Gentle Lullaby

Originating in 1818, “Silent Night” is celebrated worldwide for its soothing melody. The violin part emphasizes

legato phrasing, while the piano provides a sparse arpeggiated accompaniment. This piece is ideal for beginners,

offering a chance to practice sustained tone and subtle dynamics.

2. “O Holy Night” – Majestic and Powerful

Composed by Adolphe Adam in 1847, “O Holy Night” demands expressive vibrato and dynamic contrast. The violin

line includes a soaring alto section, while the piano offers a gentle harmonic foundation. Intermediate players can

comfortably navigate this piece with focused breath control.

3. “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” – Joyful and Bright

This carol, set to music by Felix Mendelssohn in 1840, features bright, staccato motifs. The violin part incorporates

rhythmic precision, and the piano’s accompaniment is straightforward, making it accessible for both instruments.

4. “Joy to the World” – Festive and Upbeat

With a lively rhythm, “Joy to the World” encourages playful bowing. The violin carries a repetitive melodic hook,

while the piano plays a syncopated chord progression. The arrangement is suitable for musicians who enjoy

rhythmic vitality.

5. “Away in a Manger” – Warm and Heartfelt

Set to a simple, sing �along melody, this carol is perfect for beginners. The violin part focuses on clean intonation,

and the piano provides a steady, uncomplicated accompaniment.

6. “Deck the Halls” – Traditional Welsh Cheer

Known for its “fa la la” refrain, “Deck the Halls” offers an engaging rhythmic challenge. The violin part includes

playful runs, while the piano supports with rhythmic chords. This arrangement is great for building bow control.

7. “The First Noel” – Reflective and Poetic

With a lyrical melody, “The First Noel” allows violinists to explore phrasing and tone color. The piano

accompaniment remains simple, providing a solid harmonic base.

8. “O Come, All Ye Faithful” – Reverent and Grand

This carol’s grand opening requires confident bowing. The violin part includes a majestic opening phrase, while the

piano plays a gentle, sustained chordal texture.

9. “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” – Crisp and Clear

Featuring a clear, staccato melody, this arrangement emphasizes precision. The violin’s articulation is crisp, and the

piano accompaniment is straightforward, making it an excellent piece for honing technical control.

10. “We Wish You a Merry Christmas” – Fun and Spirited



With its playful rhythm, this carol invites a lively performance. The violin part incorporates quick, rhythmic passages,

while the piano’s accompaniment is simple and supportive.

11. “Good King Wenceslas” – Narrative and Expressive

Set to a narrative melody, “Good King Wenceslas” offers expressive opportunities. The violin part includes

expressive phrasing, while the piano provides a steady, melodic accompaniment.

12. “Angels We Have Heard on High” – Majestic and Sweeping

Featuring an ascending “gloria” section, this carol challenges the violinist with a soaring melody. The piano

accompaniment remains uncomplicated, focusing on harmonic support.

13. “What Child Is This?” – Tender and Reflective

Set to a gentle, lullaby-like melody, this arrangement is ideal for practicing sustained tone. The violin part is lyrical,

and the piano provides a simple, supportive backdrop.

14. “O Little Town of Bethlehem” – Melancholy and Calm

With a slow, reflective tempo, this carol encourages expressive dynamics. The violin part is straightforward, and the

piano accompaniment is sparse, making it approachable for beginners.

15. “Do You Hear What I Hear?” – Contemporary and Catchy

Composed in 1961, this modern carol features a memorable hook. The violin part emphasizes rhythmic precision,

and the piano accompaniment is simple and supportive.

16. “Carol of the Bells” – Energetic and Rhythmic

Known for its rapid, syncopated rhythm, this arrangement tests the violinist’s agility. The piano part remains

uncomplicated, providing a steady rhythmic foundation.

17. “The Holly and the Ivy” – Traditional and Lively

With a lively, folk �like melody, this carol offers a rhythmic challenge. The violin part incorporates quick runs, while the

piano accompaniment is straightforward.

18. “God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen” – Classic and Cheerful

Featuring a jaunty rhythm, this arrangement encourages expressive bowing. The violin part is approachable, and

the piano accompaniment remains simple.

19. “I Saw Three Ships” – Simple and Cheerful

With a straightforward melody, this carol is ideal for beginners. The violin part focuses on clean intonation, and the

piano accompaniment is uncomplicated.

20. “It Is the Season” – Contemporary Holiday Cheer

This modern piece blends traditional themes with a contemporary rhythm. The violin part includes rhythmic motifs,

while the piano accompaniment is simple yet supportive.

Performance Tips for Each Instrument

Violinist Guidance

•  Tone Quality – Aim for a warm, resonant sound, especially during sustained passages.

•  Bow Control – Practice smooth transitions between staccato and legato to match the carol’s character.

•  Dynamics – Use dynamic markings to convey the emotional depth of each piece.



•  Intonation – Focus on precise pitch, especially in fast passages.

Pianist Guidance

•  Pedaling – Use the sustain pedal sparingly to avoid muddiness in fast sections.

•  Rhythm – Keep a steady pulse to support the violin’s melodic line.

•  Chord Voicing – Choose voicings that complement the violin’s range and avoid clashes.

•  Dynamics – Provide a supportive yet unobtrusive accompaniment.

Practice Strategies for Efficient Learning

1.  Segment the Piece – Break each carol into smaller sections, focusing on difficult passages first.

2.  Use a Metronome – Start slow and gradually increase tempo as you gain confidence.

3.  Record Yourself – Listening back helps identify areas for improvement.

4.  Practice with a Partner – If possible, rehearse with a pianist to develop ensemble skills.

5.  Consistent Review – Revisit earlier carols to maintain familiarity throughout the season.

Integrating the Collection into Holiday Events

These 20 carols can be woven into various settings:

•  Solo Performances – The violin and piano parts can be played together or separately, allowing flexibility.

•  Duets – Ideal for duet recitals, especially in small venues.

•  Community Ensembles – Adapt the arrangements for small groups or school orchestras.

•  Online Streaming – Record a virtual concert to share with friends and family.

Where to Find the Sheet Music and Additional Resources

All 20 arrangements are available for purchase as a digital download or printed booklet. Additional resources

include:

•  Video Tutorials – Step �by �step lessons for both violin and piano parts.

•  Practice Guides – Detailed practice schedules and warm �up exercises.

•  Performance Tips – Advice from seasoned performers on stage presence.

Conclusion

Whether you’re a violinist looking for a fresh holiday repertoire or a pianist eager to add a new dimension to your 

Christmas concerts, the Vibrant Violin Book of Christmas Carolsdelivers a balanced, engaging selection of 20

traditional carols. With easy piano accompaniment and violin arrangements crafted for intermediate skill levels, this

collection
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