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Introduction

When the first snowflakes begin to fall and the world lights up with twinkling decorations, many of us pause to

celebrate a season that brings joy, generosity, and a sense of shared humanity. For Christians, the holiday of

Christmas marks the birth of Jesus Christ, a pivotal event that has shaped art, culture, and faith for over two

millennia. Yet, Christmas is not merely a Christian celebration; it is a cultural touchstone that resonates across

religious and geographic boundaries. In the Islamic world, where Jesus is revered as a prophet, the narrative of his

birth appears in the holy book, the Qur’an, and has been interpreted by scholars such as Robert W. Luxenberg,

whose work bridges Christian and Islamic scholarship. Moreover, the Syriac Christian tradition and the broader

Near Eastern Judeo �Christian milieu provide a rich backdrop that informs how Muslim communities understand and

sometimes participate in the Christmas narrative.

This article explores the multifaceted relationship between Christmas and Islam. We examine the Qur’an’s

depiction of Jesus’s birth, the scholarly insights of Luxenberg, the Syriac Christian perspective, and the Near

Eastern and Judeo �Christian contexts that shape Islamic thought. By weaving together theological analysis,

historical context, and contemporary interfaith practice, we aim to illuminate how a holiday rooted in one faith

tradition can be appreciated, reinterpreted, and celebrated within another.

Christmas in the Qur’an: An Overview

The Qur’anic Narrative of Jesus

The Qur’an acknowledges Jesus (Isa in Arabic) as a revered messenger of God, born of the Virgin Mary (Maryam).

Verses such as 3:45–47 and 19:16–27 detail the miraculous conception, the annunciation by the Angel Gabriel,

and the divine birth. While the Qur’an does not explicitly use the term “Christmas,” the narrative surrounding the

Nativity aligns with the Christian story in many respects, offering a foundational point of dialogue between the two

faiths.

References to the Nativity

In Surah Maryam (19:20 �24), the angel’s greeting to Mary, the birth of Jesus, and the infant’s proclamation of divine

service are highlighted. These verses emphasize the miraculous nature of Jesus’s arrival, mirroring the Christian

emphasis on the divine intervention that marks the Nativity. However, the Qur’an refrains from attributing divine

status to Jesus, instead underscoring his humanity and prophethood.

Theological Significance

For Muslims, the birth of Jesus is a testament to God’s power to create from nothing and to the continuity of divine

revelation. The Qur’an frames Jesus’s mission within the broader prophetic tradition that culminates in the

revelation of the Qur’an to Prophet Muhammad. Consequently, while the Qur’an does not prescribe a specific

holiday to commemorate the Nativity, it provides a theological foundation that acknowledges Jesus’s significance

and invites reflection on divine grace.



Luxenberg’s Contributions to the Dialogue

Robert W. /Luxenberg and the Gospel of Jesus

Robert W. /Luxenberg, a scholar of early Christian literature, is best known for his book A History of the First 

Christians, in which he argues that the earliest Christian texts were heavily influenced by Jewish and Hellenistic

traditions. Luxenberg’s work has sparked debate over the historicity of the Gospel narratives, including the Nativity.

Reinterpretation of Christ in Islam

Luxenberg’s approach encourages Muslim scholars to revisit the Christian accounts of Jesus’s birth with a critical

lens, recognizing shared motifs across Jewish, Christian, and Islamic texts. By examining the textual parallels—

such as the angelic announcement, the virgin birth, and the prophetic lineage—Luxenberg provides a framework

for Muslims to understand the Nativity within a broader Near Eastern religious tapestry. This perspective fosters a

nuanced appreciation of how the Qur’an’s portrayal of Jesus’s birth aligns with, yet distinctively diverges from,

Christian scripture.

Syriac Christianity and the Nativity

Syriac Traditions

The Syriac tradition, rooted in the ancient Aramaic language and culture of the Levant, has a rich liturgical heritage

that venerates the Nativity. Syriac Christians celebrate Christmas on January 6 (Epiphany) and January 7

(Christmas) with elaborate feasts, hymns, and processions. The Syriac Orthodox Church’s “Christmas Vigil”

incorporates readings from the Old Testament, the Gospel, and the Qur’an, illustrating a syncretic appreciation of

shared scripture.

Influence on the Islamic Narrative

Syriac Christianity’s emphasis on the humanity and divinity of Jesus has influenced the Qur’an’s depiction of Jesus

as a prophet, not a divine figure. The Qur’an’s references to Mary and the angelic annunciation echo Syriac

liturgical themes, suggesting that early Islamic scholars were familiar with Syriac Christian traditions. This

cross �cultural exchange highlights how the Near Eastern religious environment shaped the Qur’an’s theological

framing of Jesus’s birth.

Near Eastern Context: Shared Cultural Background

Common Mythic Themes

The Near East, home to ancient Mesopotamia, Israel, and the early Islamic caliphates, is a crucible of mythic

storytelling. Themes such as divine intervention, miraculous births, and prophetic journeys recur across Sumerian,

Hebrew, and early Christian literature. The Qur’an’s narrative of Jesus’s birth incorporates these motifs, positioning

the Nativity within a shared cultural lexicon.

Influence of Jewish and Christian Texts

Jewish apocrypha and Christian writings circulated widely in the Eastern Mediterranean. The Qur’an’s use of the

name “Maryam” and the depiction of her as a pious, chosen woman reflect Jewish reverence for Mary’s mother, the

matriarch of the Jewish people. Christian accounts of the Nativity, especially those emphasizing the angelic

announcement, were likely known to early Muslim scholars, reinforcing the Qur’an’s narrative continuity.

Judeo �Christian Roots of Islam



Abrahamic Connections

Islam, Judaism, and Christianity share a lineage of prophets—Abraham, Moses, Jesus—whose stories intertwine

in scripture. The Qur’an’s acknowledgment of Jesus’s birth and his prophetic lineage underscores this shared

heritage. By recognizing the Judeo �Christian roots embedded in the Qur’an, Muslim readers can appreciate the

continuity of divine revelation across faiths.

The Prophetic Continuum

The Qur’an presents the story of Jesus’s birth as part of a larger prophetic continuum culminating in the revelation

of the Qur’an to Prophet Muhammad. This narrative arc positions the Nativity not as an isolated event but as a

pivotal moment in the unfolding plan of God. Understanding this continuum helps Muslims contextualize the

Qur’an’s references to Jesus within the broader Judeo �Christian tradition.

Interfaith Dialogue and Christmas Observance in Muslim Communities

Cultural Practices

In many Muslim-majority countries, Christmas is celebrated by Christian minorities with vibrant festivals, markets,

and church services. Muslim neighbors often join in the festive spirit, sharing food, exchanging greetings, and

attending interfaith gatherings. These cultural practices demonstrate how the holiday transcends religious

boundaries, fostering mutual respect and cooperation.

Interfaith Celebrations

Interfaith initiatives—such as joint Christmas Eve services, community meals, and interreligious panels—are

increasingly common in urban centers worldwide. These events provide platforms for Muslims to learn about the

Christian celebration of Jesus’s birth while sharing their own perspectives on the Qur’an’s depiction of Jesus. Such

dialogues promote understanding, dispel misconceptions, and reinforce the shared values of compassion,

generosity, and hope.

Conclusion

Christmas, while rooted in Christian tradition, carries echoes that reverberate throughout the Near Eastern religious

landscape. The Qur’an’s portrayal of Jesus’s birth, the scholarly insights of Luxenberg, and the Syriac Christian

heritage all converge to paint a picture of a holiday that transcends its original context. By exploring these

interwoven narratives, we gain a richer appreciation for how the Nativity is understood within Islam and how Muslim

communities engage with the holiday in contemporary society.

Ultimately, the story of Jesus’s birth—whether viewed through the lens of the Qur’an, the Christian Gospels, or the

Syriac liturgy—reminds us of a shared human longing for divine grace and hope. In a world that often feels

fragmented, the celebration of Christmas, in all its diverse expressions, offers an invitation to dialogue, mutual

respect, and collective celebration of the light that shines in each of us.
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