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For students navigating the world of literary analysis, the Chronicles of Narnia offers a rich tapestry of themes, 

symbolism, and narrative techniques that make it an ideal subject for high school study. This guide is designed to 

help you explore the first book, The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, through a comprehensive lens that blends

plot summaries, character studies, thematic discussions, and critical questions. Whether you’re preparing for a

class discussion, writing an essay, or simply deepening your appreciation of C.S. Lewis’s classic, this resource will

equip you with the tools needed to analyze and enjoy the story on a deeper level.

Why Study the Chronicles of Narnia in High School?

Literary study guides that focus on Chronicles of Narnia literature study guides for high schoolersserve

multiple educational purposes. First, the series introduces students to the genre of fantasy, a genre that is often

overlooked in academic settings. Second, the books contain layers of allegory and moral dilemmas that mirror real-

world issues such as courage, faith, and identity. Finally, the narrative structure—beginning with the mundane world

and transitioning into an enchanted realm—offers a compelling framework for exploring the hero’s journey, a

concept widely used in literature courses.

Overview of The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe

Published in 1950, The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobefollows four siblings—Peter, Susan, Edmund, and Lucy—

who discover a wardrobe that opens to the magical land of Narnia. The land is under the tyrannical rule of the

White Witch, who has plunged it into eternal winter. With the help of Aslan, a majestic lion who symbolizes wisdom

and sacrifice, the children join a rebellion against the Witch, ultimately restoring peace and balance to Narnia.

Key Themes and Their Relevance to High School Students

1. Good vs. Evil

The classic conflict between the White Witch’s darkness and Aslan’s light serves as an allegory for moral choices.

Students can analyze how each character’s decisions reflect larger ethical questions, and how these choices

influence the story’s outcome.

2. Sacrifice and Redemption

Aslan’s willingness to sacrifice himself for Edmund’s redemption offers a powerful lesson on forgiveness. This

theme encourages students to reflect on personal sacrifices and the importance of redemption in everyday life.

3. Identity and Growth

The siblings evolve from ordinary children into leaders and heroes. Their journey mirrors the high school

experience of self-discovery and personal growth, making the narrative relatable and inspiring.

4. Faith and Belief



Faith—both spiritual and practical—plays a crucial role. Aslan’s guidance and the children’s belief in him

demonstrate how faith can inspire resilience and courage.

Character Analysis: From Ordinary to Extraordinary

Peter Pevensie

Peter’s transformation from a timid child into a decisive leader highlights the importance of responsibility. His

protective nature towards his siblings reflects the protective instincts many high schoolers develop during

adolescence.

Lucy Pevensie

Lucy’s curiosity and unwavering faith set her apart. Her discovery of Narnia through the wardrobe symbolizes the

moment when students open themselves to new ideas and experiences.

Edmund Pevensie

Edmund’s initial betrayal and subsequent redemption arc provide a nuanced look at temptation and moral growth.

His story encourages discussions about peer pressure and the capacity for change.

Susan Pevensie

Susan’s practical wisdom and nurturing attitude showcase the value of empathy and support. Her role

demonstrates how emotional intelligence can be as powerful as physical strength.

Aslan

Aslan represents the archetypal mentor and moral compass. His actions and sacrifices provide a model for ethical

leadership and selflessness.

Plot Summary: A Structured Breakdown

1.  Introduction to the Pevensie siblings and their wartime exile.

2.  Lucy discovers the wardrobe and enters Narnia.

3.  Introduction to the White Witch’s eternal winter.

4.  First meeting with Aslan and the prophecy of the children’s role.

5.  Edmund’s temptation and betrayal.

6.  The siblings’ return to Narnia and the battle against the Witch.

7.  Aslan’s sacrifice and resurrection.

8.  The restoration of Narnia’s natural order.

9.  Return to the wardrobe and the promise of future adventures.

Each segment offers a distinct narrative purpose, allowing students to analyze the pacing and structure of the story.

Literary Devices and Their Impact

Symbolism

The wardrobe itself symbolizes hidden potential and the threshold between reality and imagination. Aslan’s golden

mane represents divinity and authority.

Foreshadowing

Lewis uses subtle hints—such as the mention of “the end of the world” and “the White Witch’s power”—to build

anticipation and foreshadow pivotal events.



Allusion

The narrative is rich with biblical allusions, especially in the portrayal of Aslan’s sacrifice, mirroring the crucifixion

story. These allusions deepen the moral and spiritual layers of the text.

Imagery

Vivid descriptions of Narnia’s landscapes—from the endless winter to the lush forests—engage the senses and

create a vivid, immersive experience.

Discussion Questions for High Schoolers

•  How does the portrayal of the White Witch challenge or reinforce traditional villain archetypes?

•  In what ways does Aslan’s sacrifice influence Edmund’s character development?

•  Can the wardrobe be seen as a metaphor for the hidden potential within every student?

•  Discuss the significance of the “end of the world” prophecy in the context of the story’s climax.

•  How does the series address the theme of faith in a secular educational setting?

Using This Study Guide in the Classroom

Lesson Plan Ideas

1. Theme Exploration– Assign each student a theme (good vs. evil, sacrifice, identity, faith) and have them

present how it is woven into the narrative.

2. Character Journals– Students write diary entries from the perspective of each sibling, exploring their internal

conflicts.

3. Comparative Analysis– Compare the White Witch’s rule to a real-world authoritarian regime, encouraging

critical thinking about power dynamics.

Assessment Strategies

Use a combination of essays, group presentations, and creative projects (such as drawing a Narnian map) to

gauge understanding. Encourage students to reference specific passages and literary devices discussed in the

guide.

Additional Resources for Deepening Understanding

•  Reading the Chronicles of Narnia: A Guide for Teachers and Students – Provides a detailed analysis of each 

book.

•  C.S. Lewis Society – Offers scholarly articles and discussion forums.

•  The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe – The Complete Series – A critical edition with annotations.

•  Documentaries on the making of the 2005 film adaptation for visual learners.

Why a Dedicated Literature Study Guide Matters

A specialized guide for high schoolers ensures that the content is tailored to their academic level and interests. It 

breaks down complex literary concepts into digestible sections, encourages critical thinking, and provides 

structured study materials that align with curriculum standards. By focusing on chronicles of narnia literature 

study guide 1 the lion the witch and the wardrobe for high schoolers, educators and students alike can fully

appreciate the depth and beauty of Lewis’s world.



Conclusion: Embrace the Journey

Engaging with The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobethrough a thoughtful study guide transforms a classic tale into

a living, breathing classroom experience. By dissecting its themes, characters, and literary techniques, high

schoolers can uncover lessons that resonate far beyond the pages of the book. Whether you’re a teacher crafting

lessons or a student preparing for an exam, this guide offers a roadmap to explore the timeless magic of Narnia

and the universal truths it holds.
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