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Introduction

When you own a 1995 1999 Chrysler Dodge Neon, you're not just driving a compact car — you're part of a legacy
that defined a generation of affordable, fun to drive vehicles. Whether you're a seasoned mechanic, a DIY
enthusiast, or a new owner looking to keep your Neon running smoothly, having a reliable workshop service repair
manual is essential. This guide dives deep into the Chrysler Dodge Neon 1995 1999 1st Gen Neon workshop
service repair manual, covering everything from basic maintenance to complex repairs, and explains why the
original Factory Service Manual (FSM) preview is the most comprehensive resource available.

Why a Workshop Manual Matters for the 1st Gen Neon

The first generation Neon was built with a focus on simplicity, durability, and ease of repair. However, the same
simplicity can make troubleshooting a bit tricky if you don’t have the right reference. A workshop manual offers:

e Step by step repair instructions

e Detailed wiring diagrams

e Torque specifications and service intervals

< Diagnostic trouble codes (DTCs) and solutions
Illustrated illustrations for complex assemblies

Without these details, you risk making mistakes that could lead to costly repairs or safety hazards. The original
FSM preview gives you an inside look at the manufacturer’s exact procedures and specifications, ensuring that
every repair is performed to factory standards.

Overview of the 1995 1999 1st Gen Neon

The first generation of the Dodge Neon was produced from 1995 to 1999 and came in three main trim levels: Base,
GT, and the high performance SRT 8. Key features include:

e Front wheel drive layout

« 5 speed manual or 4 speed automatic transmissions

e Engines ranging from a 1.6L 4 cylinder (Base) to a 3.5L V6 (SRT 8)

e Standard safety features such as dual airbags and ABS (in later models)
¢ Compact, lightweight chassis ideal for street and occasional track use

Because of its popularity, a vast aftermarket support system exists. However, the most accurate and reliable
information still comes from the original factory documentation.

Key Sections of the Chrysler Dodge Neon Workshop Manual

Below is a breakdown of the manual’'s main sections and how each can help you keep your Neon in top shape.



1. Introduction & Safety

This section covers basic safety precautions, required tools, and an overview of the vehicle’s safety systems. It
reminds you to disconnect the battery before working on electrical components and to use proper lifting equipment
when working under the car.

2. Service & Maintenance Schedules

Here you'll find the recommended oil change intervals, filter replacements, coolant flushes, and tire rotations. The
manual also lists the specific types of oil, coolant, and other fluids recommended for each Neon model.

3.Wiring and Electrical Systems

Detailed wiring diagrams help you troubleshoot electrical issues such as a dead battery, faulty alternator, or
malfunctioning sensors. The FSM includes both schematic drawings and a list of component locations.

4. Engine and Transmission

Step by step instructions for disassembling, inspecting, and reassembling the engine and transmission are provided.
Torque specifications for critical fasteners are included to ensure proper reassembly.

5. Suspension, Brakes, and Steering

From front strut replacements to brake pad changes, this section guides you through each component’s service
procedures.

6. Body and Interior

Instructions for replacing interior trim, fixing body panels, and repairing HVAC systems are covered here.

7.Troubleshooting Guide

A diagnostic flowchart helps you isolate problems based on symptoms. It's a quick reference for common issues
like a “Check Engine” light or a rough idle.

Common Repairs & Maintenance Tasks

Below are some of the most frequent maintenance and repair tasks for the 1st gen Neon, with quick tips and
references to the manual.

Oil Change

Raise the car using a floor jack and secure with jack stands.

Place an oil drain pan under the oil pan.

Remove the drain plug and allow the old oil to drain.

Replace the drain plug and refill with the manufacturer recommended oil.
Check the oil level with the dipstick and add if necessary.

akrownE

Refer to the manual’s Service & Maintenance Schedules section for the exact oil type and filter model.

Brake Pad Replacement

1. Remove the wheel and locate the brake caliper.

Unbolt the caliper and support it with a jack or bracket.

Slide the old pads out and replace them with new ones.
Reinstall the caliper and torque the bolts to the specified value.
Bleed the brake system to remove any air pockets.
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The manual’s Suspension, Brakes, and Steeringsection provides torque values and a diagram of the caliper



removal process.

Alternator Replacement

1. Disconnect the battery.

Remove the drive belt using a wrench.

Detach the alternator’s electrical connections.

Unbolt the alternator and remove it from the engine bay.

Install the new alternator, reconnect the electrical harness, and reattach the drive belt.
Reconnect the battery and test the charging system.
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All steps are illustrated in the manual’s Engine and Transmission section, including the correct belt tension.
Step by Step Repair Guide: Replacing the Timing Belt

Replacing the timing belt is a critical task that ensures engine longevity. The 1995 1999 Neon uses a timing belt for
the 1.6L and 2.0L engines. Follow these steps:

Preparation

e Gather tools: socket set, torque wrench, timing belt kit, and a new water pump if recommended.
¢ Disconnect the battery to avoid accidental short circuits.

Removal

1. Remove the engine cover and any components obstructing access to the timing belt.
2. Release the tension on the timing belt using the belt tensioner bolt.

3. Rotate the crankshaft counterclockwise until the timing marks align.

4. Remove the old timing belt and inspect the pulleys for wear.

Installation
1. Place the new timing belt over the pulleys, ensuring the teeth are correctly engaged.
2. Re tension the belt using the tensioner bolt.
3. Rotate the crankshaft clockwise and verify that the timing marks align again.
4. Reinstall any removed components and reattach the engine cover.

Final Checks
¢ Re check the belt tension with a feeler gauge.

« Start the engine and listen for any unusual noises.
e Check for proper idle and ensure no error codes appear.

All diagrams and torque values for the timing belt assembly are located in the manual’'s Engine and Transmission
section.

Tools & Equipment Required

Having the right tools not only speeds up the repair process but also ensures safety and precision. Here's a
checklist of essential tools for working on the 1st gen Neon:

 Floor jack and jack stands

Socket set (metric and standard)

e Torque wrench (0-200 ft |b range)

* Wrench set (open, box, and combination)
e Torque sensitive breaker bar



Multimeter for electrical diagnostics

Brake bleeder kit

Timing belt tension gauge

e Engine hoist (optional for major engine work)

Safety Tips for Working on Your Neon

e Always use jack stands. Never rely solely on a floor jack to support the vehicle.

¢ Disconnect the battery. This reduces the risk of short circuits when working on electrical components.

¢ Wear protective gear. Use gloves, safety glasses, and closed toe shoes.

» Follow torque specifications exactly. Over torquing can strip threads, while under torquing can lead to
component failure.

» Keep the work area clean and organized to avoid losing small parts.

Where to Find the Original FSM Preview

While the original factory manual is invaluable, it may be difficult to locate. Here are some reliable sources:

1. Chrysler Dealerships: Many dealerships offer digital or hardcopy copies for a nominal fee.

2. Online Marketplaces: Websites such as eBay, Amazon, and specialized automotive manual shops often list
the Neon FSM.

3. Automotive Libraries: University or public libraries with automotive sections may hold copies.

4. Online PDF Repositories: Some forums and enthusiast sites host scanned versions; however, verify
authenticity and completeness.

When purchasing, ensure you get the 1995 1999 1st Gen Neorversion to avoid missing model specific details.

Common Misconceptions About Neon Repairs

There are several myths that can lead to incorrect repairs:

* “All Neon engines use the same timing belt.” Only the 1.6L and 2.0L engines use a timing belt; the 3.5L V6
uses a timing chain.

« “You can skip the coolant flush.” Neglecting the coolant system can cause overheating and engine damage.

e “Any alternator will fit.” The Neon'’s alternator has specific mounting points and electrical connections; using a
mismatched unit can cause wiring issues.

How to Use the Manual Effectively

Here are some practical tips for getting the most out of your workshop manual:

¢ Read the table of contents first. This gives you a roadmap of where to find specific procedures.
e Mark your pages. Use sticky notes or a highlighter to quickly locate frequently used sections.

« Keep the manual in a protective case to prevent damage from oils and water.

e Cross reference the manual with online forums for real world tips and troubleshooting.

Frequently Asked Questions

A: With the proper tools and following the manual, it's safe. However, if you're unsure, it's best to consult a
professional.

A: They're listed in the Engine and Transmission and Suspension, Brakes, and Steering sections of the manual.
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