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In the vibrant world of early childhood education, the classroom becomes a stage where imagination, language, 

and numbers dance together. One of the most engaging ways to bring these elements into harmony is through 

circle time poetry math. This blend of rhythmic verse and playful mathematics invites children to explore 

phonemic awareness, develop oral language skills, and build foundational math concepts—all while having fun. In 

this comprehensive guide, we’ll dive into the power of circle time poetry math, share delightful poems, provide

step �by �step activities, and offer a treasure trove of teaching resources that educators and parents can use to spark

curiosity and love for learning.

Why Combine Poetry and Math in Circle Time?

Circle time is the heart of preschool and kindergarten classrooms—a space where children gather, share, and

learn together. By weaving poetry with math, teachers tap into:

•  Phonemic Awareness: Poetry’s rhythmic patterns help children notice sounds, a critical skill for reading 

readiness.

•  Oral Language Development: Repeating and reciting verses expands vocabulary and encourages expressive 

speech.

•  Early Math Skills: Counting, patterns, and number sense can be embedded naturally within verses.

•  Social-Emotional Learning: Group recitation fosters listening, turn-taking, and confidence.

When children sing or chant a poem that includes counting or shape references, they experience learning as a

multisensory adventure. The combination also aligns with several early learning standards, making it a powerful,

standards �aligned teaching tool.

Key Concepts to Cover in Circle Time Poetry Math

Below are the foundational concepts that circle time poetry math can reinforce. Each concept is paired with a

sample poem and activity idea.

Phonemic Awareness

Phonemic awareness is the ability to hear, identify, and manipulate individual sounds (phonemes) in spoken words.

Poetry’s repetitive and alliterative structure makes it a natural vehicle for phonemic play.

Oral Language

Expanding vocabulary, building sentence structure, and encouraging expressive storytelling are all part of oral

language growth. Repeated exposure to new words within a poem helps children internalize meaning.

Early Math Skills

Counting, number recognition, basic addition, patterns, shapes, and spatial reasoning can all be embedded in

verses. Children learn numbers through rhythm and repetition.



Social Skills and Listening

Circle time activities promote cooperative learning, turn-taking, and respectful listening—skills essential for

classroom success.

Sample Poems and Activities

Below are ten delightful poems that weave together sound, language, and math. Each poem is followed by an

activity that reinforces the targeted skills.

1. “Five Little Ducks” (Counting & Numbers)

Poem:

Five little ducks went out to play, 

One was left behind, the rest were all gone. 

Four little ducks came back, 

Three little ducks still had to find one. 

Two little ducks were left alone, 

One little duck was all alone. 

And then one duck came back to play.

Activity: Number Hunt– Hide plastic duck toys around the room. As the poem is read, children count the ducks

that are “gone” and “back.” They then physically move the ducks to the correct number spots on a large floor chart.

This visual and kinesthetic activity reinforces counting and number recognition.

2. “Shapes in the Sky” (Shapes & Spatial Reasoning)

Poem:

In the sky, a circle so bright, 

A square that glows in the light. 

A triangle points up so high, 

A rectangle stretches to the sky.

Activity: Shape Sorting Relay– Provide children with shape cutouts and a set of corresponding picture cards.

They run in relay teams to match shapes to pictures, then recite the poem as a group, reinforcing shape names

and spatial vocabulary.

3. “The Rhythm of Numbers” (Counting & Patterns)

Poem:

One, two, three, tap your feet, 

Four, five, six, tap your seat. 

Seven, eight, nine, tap the line, 

Ten, eleven, twelve, tap the sign.

Activity: Number Beat– Children clap or tap to the beat while reciting the poem. They then draw a number line

and mark the beats, visually connecting rhythm to numeric order.

4. “The Alphabet Parade” (Phonemic Awareness & Alphabet)

Poem:



A is for apple, B for ball, 

C for cat, D for dandelion tall. 

E for elephant, F for frog, 

G for giraffe, H for hot dog.

Activity: Letter Hunt– Place letter cards around the circle. As each letter is mentioned, children locate the card

and say a word that begins with that letter. They also practice the initial sound, strengthening phonemic awareness.

5. “The Great Counting Race” (Addition & Subtraction)

Poem:

Three rabbits hopped to the hill, 

Two more joined, a total thrill. 

Now how many? Let’s add them up, 

Three plus two, we’re in full cup.

Activity: Hop & Count– Children hop around the circle while counting. They then use small bean bags to

represent numbers, physically adding them together. The poem’s structure reinforces simple addition.

6. “The Clock’s Secret” (Time & Counting)

Poem:

Clock hands move, oh so fast, 

Half an hour passes, it’s a blast. 

From 1 to 12, they spin and spin, 

Tell the time, let’s all begin.

Activity: Clock Face Craft– Children create a large paper clock with movable hands. They practice setting the time

to match the poem’s references, linking rhythm to real-world timekeeping.

7. “The Colorful Count” (Colors & Numbers)

Poem:

Red 1, blue 2, green 3, 

Yellow 4, orange 5, purple 6. 

Colors dance, numbers sing, 

Let’s count together, bring them in.

Activity: Colorful Counting Game– Use colored blocks or beads. Children pick a color, count the number of items,

and place them on a matching color card. The poem is recited, reinforcing color recognition and counting.

8. “The Math Melody” (Patterns & Sequencing)

Poem:

Red, blue, red, blue, 

Green, yellow, green, yellow. 

Patterns we see, patterns we sing, 

Let’s repeat the pattern ring.

Activity: Pattern Circle– Children stand in a circle holding colored scarves. They follow the pattern in the poem,

passing scarves in the correct sequence, reinforcing pattern recognition.



9. “The Counting Song” (Basic Counting & Rhyming)

Poem:

One, two, three, we’re feeling fine, 

Four, five, six, we’re in line. 

Seven, eight, nine, we’re on the climb, 

Ten, eleven, twelve, we’re all in time.

Activity: Counting Song Dance– Children dance to the poem, raising their hands or stepping forward for each

number. They physically count while the rhythm keeps them engaged.

10. “The Alphabet and Numbers Parade” (Integrated Literacy & Math)

Poem:

A, B, C, D, 

1, 2, 3, 4, 

Letters and numbers, side by side, 

Learning together, we can’t hide.

Activity: Alphabet & Number Matching– Provide cards with letters and numbers. Children pair them in order, then

recite the poem together, reinforcing the sequence of both alphabets and numbers.

How to Structure a Circle Time Poetry Math Session

Consistency and structure are key to making circle time effective. Below is a suggested framework you can adapt to

your classroom’s rhythm.

1.  Welcome & Warm �Up (5 minutes) – Start with a short greeting chant or song that sets a positive tone.

2.  Poetry Recitation (5–7 minutes) – Read the chosen poem aloud, encouraging children to repeat after you. 

Use gestures and props to support comprehension.

3.  Interactive Activity (8–10 minutes) – Transition to the related activity. Keep it hands �on and collaborative.

4.  Reflection & Sharing (3–5 minutes) – Ask children what they learned, what they enjoyed, or how they felt 

during the activity.

5.  Closing Song or Goodbye (2–3 minutes) – End with a familiar closing song or rhyme to signal the session’s 

end.

Adjust the timing based on your group’s attention span and developmental level. The goal is to keep the session

engaging, dynamic, and educational.

Teaching Resources: Where to Find Poems, Activities, and More

Curating high �quality resources can save you time and elevate your circle time sessions. Below are curated

categories and recommended sources.

1. Online Poetry Libraries

•  PoetryFoundation.org – Offers a vast collection of children’s poems, searchable by age group.

•  KidLit.com – Features short poems and verses that are perfect for preschoolers.

•  RhymeZone.com – A tool for finding rhymes, useful for creating your own math �focused poems.

2. Early Math Activity Sites

•  MathPlayground.com – Interactive games that reinforce counting, shapes, and patterns.



•  Starfall.com – Offers phonics, early math, and reading activities with engaging visuals.

•  ABCya.com – Features math games suitable for preschool and kindergarten.

3. Printable Templates & Worksheets

•  TeachersPayTeachers.com – Search for “circle time poetry math” to find ready �to �print worksheets and activity 

sheets.

•  Education.com – Free printable math and phonics worksheets.

•  EducationWorld.com – Offers printable shape and number cards for classroom use.

4. Classroom Supplies
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•  chevrolet captiva ltz service manual
   URL: http://www.bbgglobalsolutions.com/chevrolet-captiva-ltz-service-manual.pdf

•  chevrolet captiva 2007 service
   URL: http://www.bbgglobalsolutions.com/chevrolet-captiva-2007-service.pdf

•  chevrolet c4500 s
   URL: http://www.bbgglobalsolutions.com/chevrolet-c4500-s.pdf

•  chevrolet blazer repair
   URL: http://www.bbgglobalsolutions.com/chevrolet-blazer-repair.pdf
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