GENERAL

cisco ccnain 60 days

Published: September 27, 2026 | Index ID: #-

Preparing for the Cisco Certified Network Associate (CCNA) exam can feel like a daunting journey—especially if
you're aiming to pass it within just two months. However, with a focused plan, disciplined study habits, and the right
resources, you can achieve this ambitious goal. This guide offers a comprehensive, step by step approach to
conquering the CCNA in 60 days, blending proven study techniques, practical lab work, and exam ready strategies
that keep the learning process engaging and effective.

Why the 60 Day CCNA Challenge Matters

The CCNA certification is a foundational credential for anyone pursuing a career in networking. It validates your
knowledge of core networking concepts, such as IP addressing, routing protocols, and network security. A 60 day
study plan is attractive because:

e Rapid Skill Acquisition: You can quickly add a marketable skill to your résumé.

e Career Momentum: Many employers offer accelerated training programs for candidates who can demonstrate
readiness.

e Time Efficiency: A focused two month curriculum eliminates the uncertainty of longer study timelines.

Below, we break down how to structure your study, what resources to use, and how to stay motivated throughout
the process.

Getting Started: Foundations Before the Countdown

1. Understand the Exam Blueprint

Before you dive into study materials, download the most recent CCNA exam outline from Cisco’s official website.
The current exam (200 301) covers:

¢ Network fundamentals

¢ |P connectivity

¢ |P services

e Security fundamentals

¢ Automation and programmability

Familiarizing yourself with the domains and sub topics will help you allocate study time efficiently.

2. Set Up a Dedicated Study Environment

Choose a quiet space with minimal distractions. Equip yourself with the following:

* A laptop with reliable internet.

» Access to a Cisco Packet Tracer or GNS3 lab environment.
* Physical or digital flashcards for quick review.

e A calendar or planner to block study sessions.

3. Create a 60 Day Schedule

Divide the two months into three 20 day blocks, each focusing on a core domain. Add buffer days for review and
mock exams. Here’s a sample breakdown:



1. Days 1 20: Network fundamentals & IP connectivity.
2. Days 21 40: IP services & security fundamentals.
3. Days 41 60: Automation, programmability, and final review.

Adjust the timeline based on your prior knowledge and learning pace.

Day 1 20: Mastering Network Fundamentals & IP Connectivity

Key Topics to Cover
e OSI model & TCP/IP stack
e Ethernet & VLANs
¢ Subnetting & CIDR
¢ |Pv4 & IPv6 addressing
e Routing fundamentals & OSPF basics
¢ Switching concepts & STP

Recommended Study Resources

1. Book: “CCNA 200 301 Official Cert Guide” — provides thorough explanations and practice questions.

2. Video Course: Cisco’'s “CCNA 200 301" on Udemy or LinkedIn Learning offers concise, instructor led lessons.
3. Lab Platform: Packet Tracer or GNS3 for hands on practice.

4. Flashcards: Anki decks focused on subnetting and routing.

Daily Study Routine

Adopt the 90 minute block method: 30 minutes of reading, 30 minutes of video, 30 minutes of lab practice. End each
block with a 10 minute recap.

Weekly Milestone

At the end of week 2, take a practice quiz covering the first two domains. Aim for at least 80% correct answers. If
you fall short, revisit weak areas before moving forward.

Day 21 40: Diving into IP Services & Security Fundamentals

Key Topics to Cover

e DHCP, DNS, NAT, and ACLs

¢ Routing protocols: EIGRP, OSPF, BGP fundamentals
e Basic security concepts: SSH, HTTPS, 802.1X

« Network device hardening

Introduction to VPNs and basic firewall concepts

Recommended Study Resources

1. Book: “CCNA 200 301 Guide to Networks” — focuses on troubleshooting and configuration.

2. Video Course: “CCNA 200 301 — IP Services” by CBT Nuggets.

3. Lab Platform: Expand your Packet Tracer lab to include DHCP servers and ACL configurations.
4. Practice Exams: Use Boson or INE for realistic question sets.

Daily Study Routine

Follow the same 90 minute block structure, but incorporate a 15 minute “debugging” segment where you
troubleshoot a lab scenario you just set up.

Weekly Milestone



By the end of week 3, complete a full mock exam covering all IP services and security topics. Analyze your results
to identify persistent knowledge gaps.

Day 41 60: Automation, Programmability & Final Review

Key Topics to Cover
e Python basics for networking
« REST APIs & JSON
¢ Network configuration management (NAC, Ansible)
* SDN concepts & Cisco DNA Center
e Exam ready troubleshooting techniques

Recommended Study Resources

1. Book: “CCNA 200 301 Official Cert Guide, Volume 2" — includes automation and programmaubility.
2. Video Course: “CCNA 200 301 Automation” by Pluralsight.

3. Hands On Projects: Automate VLAN creation or configure a simple REST API call using Python.
4. Community Forums: Join the Cisco Learning Network or Reddit’s r/ccna for peer support.

Daily Study Routine

Dedicate 60 minutes to theory, 30 minutes to coding practice, and 30 minutes to advanced lab simulations.

Final Review Strategy

In the last week, rotate through the entire exam blueprint. Use spaced repetition to reinforce memory. Schedule at
least two full-length practice exams under timed conditions.

Exam Day Checklist

e Bring a valid ID and exam confirmation.

Arrive 30 minutes early to settle in.

* Keep hydrated and take short breaks during the exam.
Read each question carefully; if unsure, mark and return.
* Manage time: allocate ~2 minutes per question.

Post Exam: Next Steps and Career Advancement

1. Celebrate Your Achievement

Whether you pass on the first try or need a retake, earning the CCNA demonstrates discipline and expertise. Add it
to your résumé, LinkedIn, and professional profiles.

2. Build a Portfolio
Create a GitHub repository with your lab configurations, Python scripts, and documentation. Potential employers
value tangible evidence of your skills.

3. Plan Your Next Certification

Consider the CCNP or Cisco DevNet Associate for deeper specialization. The knowledge gained during your 60 day
journey will serve as a strong foundation.

Tips for Maintaining Momentum



e Micro Learning: Break complex topics into 5 minute bite sized chunks.

Peer Study: Form a study group; teaching others reinforces your own understanding.
Track Progress: Use a spreadsheet or app to log daily study hours and quiz scores.
Stay Healthy: Regular exercise and balanced nutrition improve cognitive function.

Conclusion

Achieving the Cisco CCNA certification in 60 days is an attainable goal if you combine a clear roadmap, disciplined
daily habits, and the right mix of theory, labs, and practice exams. By following this comprehensive guide, you’ll not
only pass the exam but also gain a solid foundation in networking that will propel your career forward.

Remember: consistency beats intensity. Keep your focus sharp, stay curious, and let each lab session reinforce the
concepts you've studied. Good luck on your CCNA journey!
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