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Cisco CCNA Training ICND1 Lab Guide

Embarking on a Cisco CCNA journey can feel like stepping into a new world of networking concepts, protocols, and 

hands �on practice. Whether you’re a fresh student, a seasoned IT professional looking to refresh your skills, or a 

recruiter seeking a reliable training partner, the Cisco CCNA training ICND1 lab guideis the cornerstone of your

success. This article offers a comprehensive, step �by �step walkthrough of the most effective lab exercises,

configuration tips, and exam �ready strategies that will empower you to master the ICND1 syllabus.

Why Lab Practice Matters for CCNA Certification

Networking is fundamentally practical. Theoretical knowledge alone cannot guarantee mastery of routing,

switching, or security. Labs provide a sandbox where you can:

•  Apply IP addressing and subnetting concepts in real devices.

•  Experiment with routing protocols like OSPF and EIGRP.

•  Validate VLAN configuration and trunking between switches.

•  Diagnose issues using tools such as ping, traceroute, and debug commands.

In essence, the lab guide turns abstract theory into tangible experience, dramatically increasing your confidence for

the CCNA exam.

Getting Started: Tools and Environment Setup

1. Choosing Your Lab Platform

There are three popular options for CCNA lab environments:

1.  Packet Tracer – Cisco’s free, simulation �based tool. Ideal for beginners and quick experimentation.

2.  GNS3 – An open �source emulator that runs actual Cisco IOS images. Best for advanced scenarios.

3.  Real Hardware – Physical routers and switches from Cisco or partner vendors. Provides the most realistic 

experience but requires investment.

For most learners, a hybrid approach works well: use Packet Tracer for foundational labs and GNS3 for deeper,

production �level exercises.

2. Downloading Required Software

To create a robust lab environment, you’ll need the following:

•  Packet Tracer 8.0 or newer – Download here.

•  GNS3 – Installation guide.

•  Cisco IOS images for routers (e.g., c2960c-ipbase.bin, c3725-ipbase.bin).

•  Optional: Cisco Packet Tracer labs from NetAcad or community repositories.

3. Configuring the Lab Network

Start by designing a simple topology that covers all ICND1 objectives. A typical lab might include:

•  Two routers (R1, R2) connected via a serial link.



•  Two switches (S1, S2) each hosting two VLANs.

•  Multiple PCs (PC1, PC2, PC3) assigned to different VLANs.

•  Optional: An access point or a firewall for extended labs.

Once your topology is in place, you’re ready to dive into the configuration labs.

Lab 1: Basic Router Configuration

Objective: Understand the router console, enable privileged mode, and configure basic settings.

Step �by �Step Instructions

1.  Open the router console and enter the following:

Router> enable

Router# configure terminal

Router(config)# hostname R1

R1(config)# no ip domain-lookup

R1(config)# service password-encryption

R1(config)# enable secret cisco123

R1(config)# line console 0

R1(config-line)# password consolepass

R1(config-line)# login

R1(config-line)# exit

R1(config)# line vty 0 4

R1(config-line)# password vtypass

R1(config-line)# login

R1(config-line)# exit

These commands set a secure password for both console and VTY access, disable DNS lookups, and enable

password encryption.

Key Takeaways

•  Always use enable secret over enable password.

•  Disabling domain lookup reduces console clutter.

•  Encrypt passwords for security.

Lab 2: IP Addressing and Subnetting

Objective: Apply subnetting principles to assign IP addresses to router interfaces and PCs.

Subnetting Exercise

1.  Determine the number of subnets required: 4 subnets (for VLANs 10, 20, 30, 40).

2.  Calculate the subnet mask: 255.255.255.0 (/24).

3.  Assign IP addresses:

•  R1 GigabitEthernet0/0 – 192.168.10.1/24

•  R2 GigabitEthernet0/0 – 192.168.20.1/24

•  PC1 – 192.168.10.10/24



•  PC2 – 192.168.20.10/24

Configure the interfaces on R1 and R2:

R1(config)# interface gig0/0

R1(config-if)# ip address 192.168.10.1 255.255.255.0

R1(config-if)# no shutdown

R1(config)# exit

Repeat similar steps on R2 and PCs.

Verification Commands

•  show ip interface brief – Verify interface status.

•  show running-config – Confirm IP assignments.

•  ping – Test connectivity between PCs.

Lab 3: Switching Basics – VLANs and Trunking

Objective: Create VLANs, assign ports, and establish trunk links between switches.

VLAN Creation

1.  On Switch S1:

S1> enable

S1# configure terminal

S1(config)# vlan 10

S1(config-vlan)# name Sales

S1(config-vlan)# exit

S1(config)# vlan 20

S1(config-vlan)# name Engineering

S1(config-vlan)# exit

Repeat on Switch S2 for VLANs 30 and 40.

Assigning Ports to VLANs

S1(config)# interface gig0/1

S1(config-if)# switchport mode access

S1(config-if)# switchport access vlan 10

S1(config-if)# exit

Assign the PC connected to S1’s port to VLAN 10.

Trunk Configuration

S1(config)# interface gig0/24

S1(config-if)# switchport mode trunk

S1(config-if)# switchport trunk allowed vlan 10,20,30,40



S1(config-if)# exit

Verify trunk status with show interfaces trunk on both switches.

Lab 4: Routing – Static Routes and Default Gateway

Objective: Enable inter �VLAN communication using static routes.

Static Routing Steps

1.  On Router R1:

R1(config)# ip route 192.168.20.0 255.255.255.0 192.168.10.2

Assuming the serial link from R1 to R2 has IP 192.168.10.2.

Verifying Routes

•  show ip route – Confirm the static route appears.

•  Ping from PC1 (192.168.10.10) to PC2 (192.168.20.10) – Should succeed.

Lab 5: Advanced Routing – OSPF Configuration

Objective: Deploy OSPF to automatically exchange routing information.

OSPF Setup

1.  On Router R1:

R1(config)# router ospf 1

R1(config-router)# network 192.168.10.0 0.0.0.255 area 0

R1(config-router)# network 192.168.20.0 0.0.0.255 area 0

Repeat similar steps on R2 with its network ranges.

Verification

•  show ip ospf neighbor – Check adjacency.

•  show ip route ospf – Verify OSPF routes.

Lab 6: Security Fundamentals – Passwords, ACLs, and SSH

Password Management

1.  Set a strong enable secret on each device.

2.  Encrypt all passwords with service password-encryption.

Access Control Lists (ACLs)

R1(config)# access-list 100 deny ip 192.168.20.0 0.0.0.255 192.168.10.0 0.0.0.255

R1(config)# access-list 100 permit ip any any

R1(config)# interface gig0/0

R1(config-if)# ip access-group 100 in



This ACL blocks traffic from VLAN 20 to VLAN 10 while allowing all other traffic.

Enabling SSH

1.  Generate RSA keys:

R1(config)# crypto key generate rsa

The key modulus size is 512 bits

Choose the size of the key modulus in the range of 360 to 2048 for the best security.

How many bits in the modulus [512]: 1024

    Configure domain name and user credentials:

R1(config)# ip domain-name example.com

R1(config)# username admin password adminpass

    Enable SSH and set the VTY lines to use it:

R1(config)# line vty 0 4

R1(config-line)# transport input ssh

R1(config-line)# login local

R1(config-line)# exit

Lab 7: Troubleshooting – Common Issues and Fixes

Even seasoned network engineers encounter problems. Here are some typical scenarios and how to resolve them.

1. Interface Down
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