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Introduction

When you write academic or professional documents, the credibility of your work depends heavily on how you

attribute the ideas and evidence you rely on. In the United States, one of the most widely used citation styles is the

American Psychological Association (APA) format. This article delves into the nuances of citing sources in APA

style, with a particular focus on the scenario where you need to reference a documentation book published in 2014.

Whether you are a student, researcher, or practitioner, understanding how to properly cite such a source will help

you avoid plagiarism, strengthen your arguments, and meet the standards of scholarly publishing.

Understanding APA Style

APA style is more than just a set of rules; it is a framework for clear, concise, and consistent scholarly

communication. Developed by the American Psychological Association, it is especially prevalent in the social

sciences, education, and psychology. The latest edition—APA 7th edition—was released in 2019, and it

incorporates updated guidelines for digital sources, inclusive language, and a simplified approach to citation

formatting.

Why Proper Citation Matters

Proper citation serves several critical functions:

•  Credibility: Demonstrates that your claims are grounded in reputable research.

•  Transparency: Allows readers to trace your sources and verify your data.

•  Intellectual Integrity: Gives credit to the original authors and protects you from accusations of plagiarism.

•  Academic Rigor: Aligns your work with institutional and journalistic standards.

APA Citation Basics

In-Text Citations

In APA, every time you reference a source in the body of your text, you must include a brief in-text citation. The

format depends on whether you are quoting directly or paraphrasing.

1.  Paraphrase: (Author, Year). Example: (Smith, 2014).

2.  Direct Quote: (Author, Year, p. Page). Example: (Smith, 2014, p. 45).

3.  Multiple Authors: For two authors, use both names every time: (Smith & Jones, 2014). For three or more, use 

the first author followed by “et al.”: (Smith et al., 2014).

Reference List

The reference list appears at the end of your document and provides full publication details for every source cited

in-text. The list is alphabetized by the surname of the first author. Each entry follows a specific order and

punctuation structure.

Citing Books in APA 7th Edition



General Format

For a standard book, the APA reference entry follows this pattern:

1.  Author(s). (Year). Title of the book: Subtitle if applicable. Publisher.

Example:

Smith, J. A. (2014). <em>Understanding Documentation: A Comprehensive Guide</em>. Academic Press.

Example for a 2014 Book

If you are citing a documentation book that was published in 2014, you would structure the reference like this:

Doe, R. L., &amp; Lee, M. K. (2014). <em>Technical Documentation for Engineers</em>. Engineering

Publishers.

Citing Chapters or Sections

When you need to reference a specific chapter within a larger book, use the following format:

1.  Author(s) of the chapter. (Year). Title of the chapter. In Editor(s) (Ed(s).), Title of the book (pp. page range). 

Publisher.

Example:

Brown, L. (2014). Chapter 3: Writing Clear Documentation. In P. Green &amp; S. White (Eds.),

<em>Advanced Documentation Practices</em> (pp. 45–68). Documentation Press.

Specifics for a 2014 Documentation Book

When you encounter a phrase such as “cites sources an apa documentation book 2014,” you are likely dealing with

a situation where you need to reference a documentation manual that was published in 2014. Below are detailed

guidelines for citing such a source.

How to Cite the Book as a Whole

Assuming the book has a single author, the reference entry would look like:

Johnson, P. R. (2014). <em>Effective Documentation: Principles and Practices</em>. Documentation House.

How to Cite Specific Sections

If you only use a particular section of the book, you should identify that section in your in-text citation. For example,

if you quote from Section 2.1, your in-text citation might read: (Johnson, 2014, 2.1). The reference list entry remains

the same as the whole book.

How to Cite Online Access

Many documentation books are available online. If you accessed the book electronically, include the URL or DOI at

the end of the reference entry. Example with a DOI:

Johnson, P. R. (2014). <em>Effective Documentation: Principles and Practices</em>. Documentation

House. https://doi.org/10.1000/xyz123

Or with a URL if no DOI is available:

Johnson, P. R. (2014). <em>Effective Documentation: Principles and Practices</em>. Documentation

House. Retrieved from https://www.documentationhouse.com/effective-docs



Using APA for Different Formats

Hardcover, Paperback, and eBook

The basic format remains unchanged regardless of the physical or digital format. However, you should note the

format if it is relevant. For example, if you are citing an eBook that is only available digitally, you may add “(eBook)”

after the title.

Example:

Lee, M. K. (2014). <em>Technical Documentation for Engineers</em> (eBook). Engineering Publishers.

PDF and Other Digital Formats

When citing a PDF, you can simply provide the URL or DOI. If the PDF is hosted on a university server or a

proprietary database, include the URL. If the PDF is a scanned version of a print book, treat it as a print book but

note the PDF format.

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

Even seasoned writers can slip up when citing sources. Here are some frequent errors and how to correct them.

•  Omitting the DOI: Always include the DOI if available. It provides a permanent link to the source.

•  Incorrect Punctuation: APA has specific rules for commas, periods, and ampersands (&amp;). Double-check 

each entry.

•  Wrong Order: The author’s surname comes first, followed by initials. The year is in parentheses, then the title.

•  Missing Publication Place: In APA 7th edition, the location of the publisher is no longer required.

•  Using “et al.” for Two Authors: Only use “et al.” when there are three or more authors.

APA Citation Tools and Resources

Several tools can help streamline the citation process:

•  APA Style Guide (Official): The definitive resource for all APA rules.

•  APA Citation Generator (e.g., Zotero, EndNote): Automates the creation of reference entries.

•  University Libraries: Many institutions provide citation guides and workshops.

•  Online Databases (e.g., PubMed, JSTOR): Often include “Cite” buttons that output APA citations.

How to Incorporate Citations Seamlessly

Integrating citations naturally into your writing enhances readability and maintains the flow of your argument.

In-Text Narrative

Use narrative citations to weave the author's name into the sentence:

According to Johnson (2014), effective documentation requires a clear structure.

Parenthetical Citations

When you do not mention the author's name in the sentence, place the citation in parentheses:

Effective documentation requires a clear structure (Johnson, 2014).

Block Quotes

For quotes longer than 40 words, format them as block quotes and include the page number:



“The principles of documentation are not merely guidelines but the very foundation of knowledge dissemination,

ensuring that information is accessible, reliable, and reproducible.” (Johnson, 2014, p. 78)

Advanced Citation Topics

Multiple Authors

When citing a source with two authors, always include both names in every citation. For three or more, use the first

author followed by “et al.”

No Author

If a source has no author, start the reference entry with the title and use the year in parentheses:

<em>Understanding Documentation</em> (2014). Documentation House.

Edited Volumes

For a book that is an edited volume, list the editors in the reference entry and indicate their role with “(Ed.)” or

“(Eds.)”:

Graham, T. (Ed.). (2014). <em>Collected Works on Documentation</em>. Documentation Press.

Conclusion

Citing sources accurately is a cornerstone of academic integrity and professional credibility. By mastering APA

style, especially when referencing a documentation book from 2014, you ensure that your work is both trustworthy

and compliant with scholarly standards. Remember
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