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Introduction

When it comes to reliable commercial vans that have stood the test of time, few names resonate as strongly as the 

Citroën Berlingo and its sibling, the Peugeot Partner. Produced from the mid �1990s through the early 2010s, these 

vehicles offered a blend of practicality, durability, and versatility that made them favorites among small businesses, 

tradespeople, and families alike. For owners and mechanics looking to keep these vans running smoothly, the 

Haynes Service and Repair Manuals by Mead John S Legg, A K 2011 Hardcoverhave become an

indispensable resource. This guide will walk you through everything you need to know about the 1996 �2010 petrol

and diesel models, the depth of coverage offered by the Haynes manual, and how to use it effectively for

maintenance, repair, and troubleshooting.

Overview of Citroën Berlingo and Peugeot Partner

Citroën and Peugeot, both part of the PSA Group, developed the Berlingo and Partner as a joint venture, sharing

platforms, engines, and many components. Launched in 1996, the first generation of these vans brought a fresh

design language, improved ergonomics, and a range of powertrains that appealed to a broad customer base. The

vehicles quickly gained a reputation for spacious cargo areas, easy ingress and egress, and a surprisingly

comfortable ride for a commercial vehicle.

Over the next decade, the Berlingo and Partner evolved through minor facelifts and mechanical updates, but the

core architecture remained largely unchanged. This continuity made the 1996 �2010 generation a perfect candidate

for a comprehensive service manual, as the same procedures apply across many models and years.

The 1996 �2010 Generation: Petrol and Diesel Engines

Petrol Variants

The petrol lineup for the first �generation Berlingo/Partner was built around a family of inline �four engines ranging

from 1.4 to 1.6 liters. Common units included the 1.4 L XU4 and the 1.6 L XD6, both naturally aspirated and

featuring a cast �iron block for robustness. These engines delivered between 75 hp and 100 hp, offering a balance

between power and fuel economy that suited light commercial duties.

Key features of the petrol engines:

•  Single overhead camshaft (SOHC) design

•  Mechanical fuel injection (pre �1999 models) or early electronic injection systems

•  Standard 4 � or 5 �speed manual gearboxes, with optional 4 �speed automatic on later models

Diesel Variants

Diesel engines were the workhorses of the Berlingo and Partner during this era. The most common units were the

1.9 L HDi and the 2.0 L HDi, both featuring a common �rail fuel injection system introduced in the late 1990s. These



engines produced between 60 hp and 80 hp but delivered high torque figures, making them ideal for carrying

heavier loads or operating in urban stop �and �go traffic.

Highlights of the diesel engines:

•  Common �rail electronic injection for precise fuel delivery

•  Variable valve timing on some models for improved efficiency

•  Durable cast �iron block and head, designed for long service intervals

Haynes Service and Repair Manuals: A Comprehensive Guide

About the Author: Mead John S Legg

John S Legg, a seasoned automotive technician and author, brought his extensive hands �on experience to the

Haynes series. His reputation for clear, step �by �step instructions and meticulous illustrations makes the manual a

trusted reference for both professional mechanics and DIY enthusiasts.

Publication Details: 2011 Hardcover Edition

Published in 2011, the hardcover edition of the Haynes Service and Repair Manuals by Mead John S Legg, A K 

2011 Hardcoveroffers a durable, long �lasting format ideal for the rigors of workshop use. The book features

high �quality paper, a sturdy binding, and a clear layout that makes it easy to flip between pages during a repair job.

What’s Inside the Manual

The manual covers a wide range of topics relevant to the 1996 �2010 petrol and diesel Berlingo and Partner models:

1.  Vehicle Overview – Detailed descriptions of chassis, body, and interior features.

2.  Engine and Transmission – In �depth diagrams and service procedures for both petrol and diesel engines.

3.  Electrical Systems – Wiring schematics, diagnostic procedures, and troubleshooting guides.

4.  Brake and Suspension – Maintenance schedules, component replacement instructions, and safety checks.

5.  Fuel and Cooling Systems – Inspection, repair, and replacement steps for fuel pumps, injectors, radiators, 

and coolant reservoirs.

6.  Body and Interior – Paint touch �ups, upholstery repair, and door lock servicing.

7.  Safety Features – Airbag, ABS, and electronic stability control diagnostics.

8.  Common Issues and Solutions – A section dedicated to the most frequent problems reported by owners and 

how to address them.

How to Use the Manual Effectively

While the manual is comprehensive, its true value lies in how you apply its information. Here are some best

practices:

•  Keep the Manual Accessible – Store it in a toolbox or on a mounted shelf in the workshop for quick reference.

•  Follow the Service Intervals – Use the manual’s recommended oil change, filter replacement, and inspection 

schedules to prevent costly breakdowns.

•  Leverage the Illustrations – The step �by �step diagrams help you visualize each procedure, reducing the risk of 

mistakes.

•  Document Your Work – After completing a repair, note the date and the part replaced; this creates a 

maintenance log that can be cross �checked against the manual’s recommendations.

Common Repairs Covered

The manual includes detailed instructions for several high �frequency repairs, such as:



•  Timing belt replacement (petrol engines)

•  Fuel pump replacement (diesel engines)

•  Brake pad and rotor refurbishment

•  Radiator and coolant system flush

•  Headlamp and taillight bulb replacement

•  Battery and alternator diagnostics

Maintenance Tips for the Berlingo/Partner (1996 �2010)

Routine Service Intervals

Maintaining a consistent service schedule is crucial for extending the life of the van. According to the manual, the

following intervals are recommended:

•  Oil change: every 5,000 /km or 6 months, whichever comes first.

•  Engine filter replacement: every 15,000 /km.

•  Air filter replacement: every 15,000 /km.

•  Brake fluid flush: every 20,000 /km.

•  Coolant system flush: every 60,000 /km.

Engine �Specific Advice

Petrol engines benefit from higher �octane fuels and periodic valve adjustments, while diesel engines require careful

attention to the common �rail system and injection timing. The manual provides specific guidelines for each engine

type, ensuring optimal performance and longevity.

Common Issues and Fixes

Owners often report the following problems:

•  Oil consumption – Check for worn piston rings or valve seals.

•  Engine knocking – Inspect the timing belt tensioner and replace if necessary.

•  Diesel fuel filter clogging – Replace every 30,000 /km.

•  Brake fade on heavy loads – Upgrade to higher �performance brake pads.

Comparing Petrol vs Diesel: Which is Right for You?

Fuel Efficiency

Diesel engines typically offer better fuel economy, especially under heavy load or long �haul conditions. Petrol

engines, however, can be more efficient in light �weight, short �distance usage due to lower maintenance costs.

Performance and Torque

Diesels provide higher torque at low RPMs, making them ideal for carrying bulky cargo or navigating hilly terrain.

Petrol engines deliver a smoother power curve and are often preferred for urban delivery routes where acceleration

is more critical.

Maintenance Costs

While diesel engines may have higher upfront costs, their longevity and lower fuel consumption can offset

maintenance expenses. Petrol engines generally require fewer complex components, making routine repairs

cheaper.

Using the Haynes Manual for DIY Repairs



Step �by �Step Example: Replacing the Timing Belt (Petrol)

1.  Park the vehicle on a level surface and engage the parking brake.

2.  Disconnect the battery to prevent accidental electrical discharge.

3.  Remove the engine cover and access the timing belt tensioner.

4.  Use the torque wrench to release the tensioner and remove the old belt.

5.  Install the new belt following the sequence diagram in the manual.

6.  Re �tension the belt and verify proper alignment.
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