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Introduction

The Citroén C Elysee, a compact MPV that first graced European roads in 2001, has long been celebrated for its
blend of practicality, comfort, and French design flair. By the time the 2013 model year rolled around, the C Elysee
had evolved into a mature, family friendly vehicle that still boasted a distinctive silhouette and an interior that could
rival larger minivans. For buyers and enthusiasts alike, understanding the exact dimensions—especially boot space
and interior measurements—provides crucial insight into the vehicle’s real-world usability. In this comprehensive
guide, we'll dissect every key dimension of the 2013 Citroén C Elysee, explore its interior layout, and compare its
space metrics against competitors, all while keeping SEO best practices and a natural reading flow in mind.

Overview of the 2013 Citroén C Elysee

The 2013 Citroén C Elysee was offered in several trim levels, ranging from the entry level C Elysee 1.4 16V to the
more feature rich C Elysee 1.6 20V. Powertrains included both petrol and diesel options, and the vehicle was
available with front wheel drive or a limited all wheel drive variant. Despite its compact size, the C Elysee managed to
deliver a surprisingly spacious cabin, largely thanks to its clever packaging and the “Flex Space” concept that
Citroén promoted for its MPV lineup.

Exterior Dimensions

Overall Length, Width, and Height
The 2013 C Elysee measured:

e Length: 4,240 mm (167 inches)
e Width: 1,730 mm (68 inches)
e Height: 1,590 mm (62.6 inches)

These figures place the C Elysee squarely in the compact MPV segment, offering a balance between
maneuverability and interior roominess. The relatively low height compared to larger minivans contributes to a more
car like driving experience, while the width allows for comfortable side by side seating.

Wheelbase and Ground Clearance

The wheelbase—the distance between the front and rear axles—was a critical factor in the C Elysee’s interior
volume. For the 2013 model, the wheelbase measured 2,620 mm (103.1 inches). This generous wheelbase,
combined with a ground clearance of 150 mm (5.9 inches), facilitated a smooth ride and ample legroom for
occupants.

Weight and Load Capacity

Depending on the trim and engine choice, the curb weight ranged from 1,280 kg (2,822 Ibs) to 1,380 kg (3,041 Ibs).
The maximum payload (the weight of passengers plus luggage) was approximately 1,100 kg (2,425 Ibs). These
figures highlight the C Elysee’s ability to carry heavy cargo without compromising performance.

Boot Space and Cargo Capacity



Boot Volume with Seats Up

With all seats in place, the 2013 Citroén C Elysee offered a boot space of 380 liters (13.4 cubic feet). This capacity
is competitive within the compact MPV class and sufficient for everyday grocery runs, weekend trips, or a modest
haul of luggage.

Boot Volume with Rear Seats Folded

The true advantage of the C Elysee’s design becomes evident when the rear seats are folded flat. By folding down
the second row seats, the boot expands dramatically to 1,000 liters (35.4 cubic feet). This conversion allows the
vehicle to handle larger items such as surfboards, furniture, or a full set of sporting equipment.

Practicality Tips for Maximizing Cargo Space

¢ Use the rear seat pockets: The C Elysee’s rear seats come with built in storage pockets, ideal for small bags,
umbrellas, or children’s toys.

« Employ the “Flex Space” seat folding: The seats can be folded in multiple configurations, enabling you to
create a flat loading floor for bulky items.

¢ Leverage the boot’s height: With a boot height of 1,000 mm (39.4 inches) when seats are folded, you can
easily fit tall objects such as a large suitcase or a stack of boxes.

Interior Dimensions and Comfort

Seating Layout and Capacity

The 2013 C Elysee accommodated seven passengers in a 2 3 2 layout. The front two seats were standard, while the
second row featured a 2 seat bench that could be adjusted to accommodate a child seat or a third adult. The third
row, a narrow but functional bench, was suitable for children or lightweight adults, especially on short journeys.

Front Passenger Legroom and Headroom
Front seat passengers benefited from:

e Legroom: 1,010 mm (39.8 inches)
e Headroom: 1,015 mm (39.9 inches)

These generous measurements ensure that even taller occupants can sit comfortably for extended periods.

Rear Seat Comfort

While the second row offered ample legroom—21,010 mm (39.8 inches) for the outer seats and 1,000 mm (39.4
inches) for the middle seat—the narrow third row was more compact:

e Legroom: 860 mm (33.9 inches)
e Headroom: 940 mm (37 inches)

Despite its smaller size, the third row remained a practical solution for families with younger children or for
occasional use.

Interior Materials and Design Aesthetics

The C Elysee’s cabin was praised for its thoughtful design. Key features included:

e Soft-touch surfaces: The dashboard, door panels, and steering wheel featured high-quality materials that
reduced noise and vibration.

e Multi zone climate control: The 2013 model offered a dual zone climate system, allowing the driver and front
passenger to set distinct temperature preferences.



¢ Ambient lighting: Adjustable interior lighting contributed to a relaxed atmosphere, especially during evening
drives.

e Ergonomic controls: The infotainment system, climate controls, and gear shift were positioned within easy
reach of the driver.

Safety Features and Driver Assistance

Safety was a priority for the 2013 C Elysee. Standard and optional equipment included:

e Airbags: Front, side, and curtain airbags for all occupants.

ABS and ESP: Anti lock braking system and electronic stability control provided reliable braking and handling.
e Brake Assist: Enhanced braking power in emergency situations.

e Rear view camera (optional): A camera system that aided in parking and reversing.

e Lane Departure Warning (optional): Alerts drivers when the vehicle unintentionally drifts out of its lane.

Comparisons with Competitors

Volkswagen Touran

While the Touran offered a slightly larger boot volume (approximately 1,150 liters with seats folded), it was heavier
and less fuel efficient. The C Elysee’s lower curb weight and fuel economy gave it an edge for city driving.

Ford C Max

The C Max shared a similar wheelbase but offered less interior flexibility. The C Elysee’s “Flex Space” seating
allowed for more versatile cargo solutions.

Hyundai i 20 Wagon

Although the i 20 Wagon had a comparable boot space, its interior was less spacious due to a narrower width. The
C Elysee’s 1,730 mm width delivered more shoulder room for passengers.

Maintenance and Ownership Experience

Owners of the 2013 Citroén C Elysee typically reported:

¢ Reliability: The 1.4 and 1.6 engines were known for their durability, with minimal major repairs reported in the
first five years.

e Service costs: Routine maintenance, such as oil changes and filter replacements, remained affordable thanks
to widespread availability of spare parts.

* Resale value: The C Elysee held its value well in the used car market, partly due to its reputation for practicality.

* Fuel economy: Depending on the engine, fuel consumption ranged from 5.5 to 6.5 liters per 100 km (43-52
mpg), making it an economical choice for families.

Practical Tips for Maximizing Space

1. Utilize seat back pockets: These pockets can store small items, reducing clutter in the boot.

2. Install a roof rack: For additional cargo space, especially when transporting long items like kayaks.

3. Use modular storage boxes: Compact, stackable boxes fit neatly in the boot and prevent items from shifting
during travel.

4. Keep the rear seat foldable: For longer trips, fold the second row to create a flat loading area.

5. Regularly clean the boot: A tidy boot improves load capacity and reduces the risk of items damaging the
interior.



Conclusion

The 2013 Citroén C Elysee remains a compelling choice for families and individuals who need a versatile,
space efficient vehicle without sacrificing comfort or style. Its well balanced dimensions—4,240 mm in length, 1,730
mm in width, and 1,590 mm in height—combined with a generous wheelbase and flexible boot space, make it an
excellent option for everyday errands, school runs, and weekend getaways. Inside, the seven seat configuration and
thoughtful design ensure that occupants of all ages can travel comfortably. Coupled with solid safety features,
reliable performance, and manageable maintenance costs, the C Elysee’s 2013 iteration continues to be a standout
in the compact MPV segment.
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