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Citroën C2 VTS S: A Compact Car That Delivers More Than Meets the Eye

When the automotive market began to lean heavily toward fuel �efficient, technologically advanced cars, the Citroën

C2 VTS S emerged as a standout option for city dwellers and budget �conscious drivers alike. This model blends the

brand’s signature design flair with practical performance, making it a compelling choice for anyone looking for a

reliable yet spirited compact car. In this article, we’ll dive deep into the features, specifications, and real �world

driving experience of the Citroën C2 VTS S, and explain why it remains a favorite among European drivers.

Overview of the Citroën C2 VTS S

The Citroën C2 VTS S was introduced as a part of the Citroën C2 family, a line of compact cars that have long

been celebrated for their blend of affordability, practicality, and distinctive styling. The VTS S variant, in particular,

stands out due to its sport �tuned characteristics and upgraded features. It was built on a lightweight chassis and

powered by a range of efficient engines, most commonly a 1.4 �liter turbocharged petrol unit that delivers a lively

driving experience without compromising fuel economy.

Citroën, a French automaker known for its bold design choices, used the C2 VTS S to showcase that compact cars

can be both fun to drive and economical. The model was offered in various European markets, and its popularity

grew thanks to its low running costs, spacious interior, and the added thrill of a sportier driving mode.

Key Features and Specifications

Below is a comprehensive list of the main specifications that define the Citroën C2 VTS S. These details help paint

a picture of why this car is so well �balanced for daily use and occasional adventures.

•  Engine: 1.4 �liter turbocharged petrol (1.4 /L TSI) producing 100 /hp and 150 /Nm of torque.

•  Transmission: 6 �speed manual gearbox, often paired with an optional 7 �speed dual �clutch automatic (DSG).

•  Dimensions: Length 4,056 /mm; Width 1,737 /mm; Height 1,483 /mm; Wheelbase 2,500 /mm.

•  Weight: 1,020 /kg (approx.) – lightweight for improved handling.

•  Fuel Consumption: 4.5–5.0 /L/100 /km (combined cycle).

•  CO ‚ Emissions: 110–120 /g/km (Euro 6 compliant).

•  Safety: 5-star Euro NCAP rating, ABS, ESC, multiple airbags.

•  Interior Features: 7 �inch touchscreen, Bluetooth, USB ports, climate control, premium upholstery options.

•  Exterior Styling: Dynamic front fascia, LED daytime running lights, alloy wheels (16 �inch standard).

Engine and Performance

The heart of the Citroën C2 VTS S is its 1.4 �liter turbocharged engine, a staple in many compact cars of its era. The

engine is engineered for a balance between responsiveness and efficiency. With 100 hp, it can accelerate from 0 to

100 km/h in approximately 11.5 seconds – a respectable figure for a small car. The turbocharger delivers a smooth

torque curve, ensuring that the vehicle feels lively even at low speeds.

Coupled with a 6 �speed manual gearbox, drivers can fully exploit the engine’s torque range, while the optional DSG

provides seamless gear changes for a more refined driving experience. The VTS S’s sport tuning includes a firmer



suspension setup, reduced sway bar stiffness, and a slightly lower ride height, which together enhance cornering

performance.

Fuel Efficiency and Emissions

One of the most celebrated aspects of the Citroën C2 VTS S is its fuel economy. The 1.4 �liter turbo engine, when

paired with a manual transmission, averages around 4.8 L/100 km in real �world driving conditions. This figure places

the car among the most economical options in its segment. Moreover, its Euro 6 emissions rating of 110–120 g/km

ensures that it meets stringent environmental standards, making it a responsible choice for eco �aware consumers.

Drivers who frequently commute in congested urban areas will find the low fuel consumption particularly appealing.

The efficient engine also benefits from start �stop technology, which reduces idle time and further conserves fuel.

Interior and Comfort

The Citroën C2 VTS S’s interior is designed to provide comfort without compromising on space. Despite its

compact exterior, the cabin accommodates four adults comfortably, with ample legroom and headroom in both rows.

Key interior highlights include:

•  Material Quality: Soft-touch plastics, optional leather seats, and a well �placed steering wheel.

•  Technology: 7 �inch touchscreen infotainment system, Apple CarPlay/Android Auto integration, Bluetooth 

connectivity.

•  Climate Control: Dual �zone automatic climate control keeps passengers comfortable in varying weather 

conditions.

•  Storage: Multiple compartments, a rear glove box, and a large boot (around 250 /L) that expands to 600 /L with 

rear seats folded.

For daily commutes, the cabin’s quietness and the ergonomic layout of controls contribute to a pleasant driving

experience. The optional premium package adds features such as heated seats, a panoramic sunroof, and

upgraded audio systems, further enhancing the vehicle’s appeal.

Safety Features and Ratings

Safety is paramount in modern cars, and the Citroën C2 VTS S delivers robust protection for its occupants. The car

achieved a 5 �star rating from Euro NCAP, reflecting its high safety standards.

Key safety systems include:

•  Active Safety: Anti �locking Braking System (ABS), Electronic Stability Control (ESC), Hill �Start Assist.

•  Passive Safety: Multiple airbags (front, side, curtain), reinforced passenger cell, crumple zones.

•  Driver Assistance: Optional features such as lane departure warning, blind �spot monitoring, and adaptive 

cruise control.

These systems work in harmony to reduce the risk of accidents and protect passengers in the event of a collision.

The combination of active and passive safety features ensures that the Citroën C2 VTS S is a reliable choice for

families and solo drivers alike.

Maintenance and Ownership Costs

Owning a Citroën C2 VTS S is not only about the initial purchase price; it also involves understanding ongoing

costs. Below is a breakdown of typical maintenance and ownership expenses.



1.  Engine Oil Changes: Every 10,000 /km or 12 months (whichever comes first).

2.  Tire Replacement: Standard 185/55R16 tires; replace every 30,000–40,000 /km.

3.  Brake Pad Replacement: Every 30,000–40,000 /km, depending on driving style.

4.  Annual Insurance: Varies by region, but typically lower than for larger vehicles.

5.  Fuel Costs: With an average consumption of 4.8 /L/100 /km, fuel expenses remain modest.

6.  Warranty: 3 �year/60,000 /km warranty on the engine and transmission.

Compared to other compact cars, the Citroën C2 VTS S offers competitive maintenance costs. The use of common

parts and the reliability of the 1.4 �liter turbo engine reduce the likelihood of expensive repairs. Additionally, Citroën’s

extensive dealer network across Europe ensures that service centers are easily accessible.

Comparisons with Competitors

When evaluating the Citroën C2 VTS S, it’s helpful to compare it against other vehicles in the same segment.

Below is a side �by �side look at key competitors: the Volkswagen Polo GTI, Ford Fiesta ST, and Renault Clio RS.



Feature Citroën C2 VTS S Volkswagen Polo 
GTI

Ford Fiesta ST Renault Clio RS

Engine Power 100 /hp 140 /hp 160 /hp 140 /hp

Fuel Economy 4.8 /L/100 /km 5.5 /L/100 /km 5.2 /L/100 /km 5.3 /L/100 /km

Price (Euro) €15,000–€18,000 €20,000–€25,000 €22,000–€27,000 €21,000–€26,000

Safety Rating 5 �star (Euro NCAP) 5 �star (Euro NCAP) 5 �star (Euro NCAP) 5 �star (Euro NCAP)

While the Citroën C2 VTS S may not match the raw horsepower of its rivals, its lower price point, excellent fuel

economy, and practical features make it an attractive option for those prioritizing cost and efficiency over outright

performance. The car’s sport �tuned suspension and handling dynamics offer a driving experience that feels more

engaging than many of its cheaper counterparts.

Pros and Cons

Every vehicle has strengths and weaknesses. Below is a balanced assessment of the Citroën C2 VTS S’s

advantages and potential drawbacks.

•  Pros:

    

      Excellent fuel economy and low running costs.

•  Sport �tuned suspension for lively handling.

•  Compact size ideal for urban driving.

•  High safety rating with comprehensive features.

•  Affordably priced compared to sportier competitors.
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