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Introduction

For brass musicians preparing for concerts and contests, the right repertoire and accompaniment can make the 

difference between a solid performance and an unforgettable one. A thoughtfully curated concert and contest 

collection that includes piano accompaniment for the BB cornet, trumpet, or baritone provides the foundation for 

both technical mastery and expressive artistry. In this guide we explore how to build, organize, and use such a 

collection, with a particular focus on the renowned Rubank educational libraryand the unique demands of each

instrument.

The Role of a Concert and Contest Collection

A well �structured collection is more than a list of pieces; it is a roadmap that guides musicians through the stages of

preparation, rehearsal, and performance. For brass players, the collection must address:

•  Repertoire diversity – including classical, jazz, contemporary, and transcriptions.

•  Technical progression – pieces that build on each other in difficulty and musical language.

•  Accompaniment quality – piano parts that support, challenge, and enhance the soloist.

•  Competition requirements – understanding the guidelines and expectations of contest juries.

By integrating these elements, a concert and contest collection becomes a living document that evolves with the

musician’s growth.

Why Piano Accompaniment Matters

When a brass soloist performs with a pianist, the interaction is a dialogue that shapes the overall sound. A good

accompaniment:

1.  Provides harmonic context – the piano outlines chord progressions and supports the solo line.

2.  Maintains rhythmic drive – steady pulse and dynamic accents keep the performance cohesive.

3.  Adds color and texture – creative voicings and pedal usage can enhance mood.

4.  Facilitates rehearsal efficiency – a reliable piano part reduces the need for constant adjustments.

In contests, judges often scrutinize the interaction between soloist and accompanist. A polished piano

accompaniment signals professionalism and musical insight.

Rubank's Educational Library: A Legacy

Since the early 20th century, Rubankhas been synonymous with high �quality brass education. Their catalog

includes:

•  Method books for BB cornet, trumpet, and baritone.

•  Repertoire collections tailored to competition levels.

•  Technical studies that emphasize tone, articulation, and endurance.



•  Audio recordings and teacher’s guides that support both self �study and classroom use.

Rubank’s approach combines pedagogical rigor with musical authenticity, making it an ideal resource for building a

concert and contest collection.

The BB Cornet, Trumpet, and Baritone in Modern Performance

Each instrument brings its own voice and challenges:

BB Cornet

Known for its warm, mellow tone, the BB cornet excels in lyrical passages and pastoral works. Its repertoire spans

from Baroque transcriptions to jazz standards.

Trumpet

The trumpet’s bright, penetrating sound makes it a staple in orchestral, solo, and jazz contexts. Its technical

demands include rapid tonguing, high register control, and precise intonation.

Baritone

With a rich, resonant timbre, the baritone occupies a unique niche between the trumpet and trombone. It thrives in

concertos, chamber music, and contemporary works that exploit its extended range.

Building Your Own Collection

Creating a personalized collection involves several steps. Below is a practical framework to help you assemble a

resource that serves both concert and contest needs.

Step 1: Define Your Goals

Ask yourself:

•  What level am I targeting (beginner, intermediate, advanced)?

•  Which competitions will I enter?

•  What musical styles do I want to showcase?

•  Do I need pieces that highlight specific technical skills?

Answers to these questions guide the selection process.

Step 2: Source Repertoire from Rubank

Visit the Rubank website or reputable distributors to explore:

•  “Rubank Concert & Contest Repertoire” – a curated set of pieces for each instrument.

•  “Rubank Technical Studies” – focused on tone, articulation, and endurance.

•  “Rubank Jazz & Contemporary” – modern pieces that broaden stylistic horizons.

Download PDFs or order physical copies as needed.

Step 3: Evaluate Piano Accompaniment Quality

For each piece, assess the piano part by:

•  Checking harmonic structure – does it support the solo line?

•  Listening to sample recordings – does the accompaniment feel natural?

•  Consulting teacher’s notes – are there performance suggestions?

Only include pieces where the accompaniment is as polished as the solo part.



Step 4: Organize by Difficulty and Theme

Create folders or a spreadsheet that categorizes pieces by:

•  Difficulty level (e.g., 1–5).

•  Style (classical, jazz, contemporary).

•  Technical focus (tangents, dynamics, articulation).

•  Competition suitability (e.g., “National Brass Contest”).

This structure speeds up rehearsal planning and ensures balanced repertoire.

Step 5: Supplement with Custom Arrangements

Sometimes competition rules allow for original arrangements. Use Rubank’s method books as a foundation to

create your own piano accompaniments that reflect your musical voice.

Choosing the Right Pieces for Competition

Contest juries often look for pieces that demonstrate:

•  Technical mastery and control.

•  Expressive phrasing and musicality.

•  Versatility across styles.

•  Originality within the required framework.

When selecting pieces, keep these criteria in mind:

1.  Relevance – Choose works that align with the contest’s repertoire guidelines.

2.  Balance – Alternate between technical showpieces and lyrical pieces.

3.  Length – Ensure the total duration fits the contest’s time limits.

4.  Preparation time – Allocate enough time for rehearsal, especially for complex passages.

Integrating Piano Accompaniment into Rehearsals

Effective rehearsal strategies make the most of your collection:

1. Schedule Dedicated Accompaniment Sessions

Plan at least two sessions per week with the pianist. Focus on:

•  Rhythm and tempo alignment.

•  Dynamic balance between soloist and piano.

•  Addressing challenging sections.

2. Use Recording Feedback

Record practice sessions and review them together. Pay attention to:

•  Intonation discrepancies.

•  Phrasing and articulation consistency.

•  Overall musical expression.

3. Develop a Shared Vocabulary

Agree on cues, tempo markings, and expressive directions. Consistency reduces rehearsal time and enhances

performance confidence.



Tips for Maximizing Performance

•  Warm up thoroughly – Include scales, arpeggios, and targeted technical studies from the Rubank collection.

•  Visualize the stage – Practice with the piano as if performing in front of an audience.

•  Focus on breathing – Maintain steady airflow to support tone and phrasing.

•  Use a metronome – Keep tempo steady, especially in complex rhythmic passages.

•  Seek feedback – Regularly consult teachers or peers to refine technique.

•  Maintain instrument care – Clean and tune the instrument before every rehearsal and performance.

Conclusion

Building a robust concert and contest collection piano accompaniment bb cornet trumpet or baritone 

rubank educational libraryis an investment that pays dividends in performance quality and confidence. By

leveraging Rubank’s rich repertoire, thoughtfully selecting pieces that meet competition standards, and integrating

high �quality piano accompaniment into your rehearsal routine, you set the stage for artistic success. Remember that

a well �organized collection is a living tool—update it regularly, experiment with new arrangements, and let your

musical voice guide your choices. With dedication and the right resources, you’ll turn each concert and contest into

a showcase of skill, expression, and professionalism.
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