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Introduction

Tourism is a global phenomenon that reshapes cultural landscapes, economies, and identities. In the vibrant 

archipelago of Cuba, the interplay between color, culture, and visitor experience offers a unique lens through which 

to examine broader questions of race, representation, and globalization. This article delves into the concept of 

cuban color in tourism and explores the ethnographic project titled La Lucha: An Ethnography of Racial Meanings

. By weaving together theoretical insights from contemporary anthropology with detailed case studies, we aim to

illuminate how racial meanings are negotiated, performed, and contested in a highly globalized context.

Background: Cuban Color in Tourism

Cuba’s visual identity—its pastel buildings, sun �blasted beaches, and lively street scenes—has long been marketed 

as a sensory feast for international travelers. The term cuban colorencapsulates more than just aesthetic appeal;

it represents a cultural signifier that is both commodified and contested. While tourism boards often highlight the

island’s “colorful” heritage, local communities interpret and manage this imagery in ways that reflect historical

legacies and contemporary realities.

La Lucha: The Ethnography of Racial Meanings

La Lucha, meaning “the struggle,” is an ethnographic study that investigates how racial identities are constructed

and performed in Cuban tourist spaces. The project examines how visitors, locals, and intermediaries—tour

operators, guidebooks, and media—collaboratively create narratives that both celebrate and simplify racial diversity.

By focusing on the lived experiences of Afro �Cuban residents, the study reveals how racial meanings are negotiated

amid the pressures of a global market.

Globalization and Racial Issues: A Theoretical Framework

Contemporary anthropology offers several frameworks for understanding the intersection of race, tourism, and 

globalization. Post �colonial theory emphasizes the lingering effects of colonial power dynamics on cultural 

representation. Globalization theory, on the other hand, highlights the diffusion of cultural symbols and the 

homogenization of identities. By combining these lenses, we can analyze how cuban colorbecomes a site of both

cultural pride and commodification.

Case Study 1: Havana’s Colorful Streets and Tourist Narratives

Havana’s historic district, with its colonial architecture painted in bright hues, serves as a backdrop for countless

tourist photographs. Ethnographic interviews with local street vendors reveal that the “colorful” aesthetic is a

carefully curated image designed to attract visitors. However, this image often masks the socioeconomic challenges

faced by residents. The tension between economic opportunity and cultural authenticity is a recurring theme in the



city’s tourism discourse.

Key Observations

•  Tourist guides emphasize the “color” of the city, linking it to the island’s cultural vibrancy.

•  Local artisans use bright colors to differentiate their products in a crowded market.

•  Residents express mixed feelings about the commodification of their neighborhoods.

Case Study 2: Afro �Cuban Communities and Global Media

Afro �Cuban neighborhoods, such as the historic district of Miramar, are often highlighted in international media as

emblematic of Cuba’s racial diversity. Yet, the portrayal frequently reduces complex identities to a single, exoticized

narrative. Fieldwork in these areas shows that community members actively engage with media representations,

negotiating visibility while resisting oversimplification.

Community Engagement Strategies

1.  Participation in cultural festivals that showcase Afro �Cuban music and dance.

2.  Collaborations with local NGOs to produce authentic storytelling videos.

3.  Educational workshops aimed at tourists to foster respectful cultural exchange.

Case Study 3: The Role of Music and Dance in Tourism

Cuban music—son, salsa, and rumba—serves as both a cultural export and a tourist attraction. The rhythmic beats

and vibrant colors of dance performances are integral to the island’s tourism package. However, the

commercialization of these art forms can dilute their cultural significance. Ethnographic observation of dance

schools reveals a delicate balance between preserving tradition and meeting tourist expectations.

Challenges Faced by Artists

•  Pressure to conform to tourist preferences.

•  Limited control over the portrayal of their cultural practices.

•  Risk of cultural appropriation by foreign performers.

Methodological Approaches in Contemporary Anthropology

La Lucha employs a mixed �methods approach that combines participant observation, semi �structured interviews,

and visual analysis. Researchers immerse themselves in daily life, attending community events, and engaging with

tourists to capture authentic interactions. Data triangulation ensures that findings reflect multiple perspectives,

reducing bias and enhancing reliability.

Ethical Considerations

•  Informed consent from all participants.

•  Respect for cultural norms and privacy.

•  Transparency in data usage and publication.

Findings: Racial Meanings, Color, and Tourism

The ethnographic research reveals a complex relationship between cuban colorand racial meanings. On one

hand, color serves as a visual cue that attracts tourists, reinforcing narratives of vibrancy and diversity. On the other

hand, the commodification of color can perpetuate stereotypes, reducing rich cultural identities to marketable

tropes. Racial meanings are not static; they evolve through interactions between locals, tourists, and global media.



Implications for Globalization and Cultural Exchange

The study highlights how globalization intensifies both opportunities and challenges for cultural representation.

While increased tourism can provide economic benefits and cultural visibility, it also risks homogenizing unique

traditions. The negotiation of racial meanings becomes a site of resistance, where local communities actively shape

how their identities are portrayed and perceived.

Recommendations for Tourism Stakeholders

To foster respectful and authentic cultural exchange, stakeholders should consider the following strategies:

1.  Collaborate with local artists and community leaders to co �create tourism experiences.

2.  Develop educational materials that contextualize cultural symbols and histories.

3.  Implement policies that protect cultural heritage from exploitation.

4.  Encourage sustainable tourism practices that benefit local economies.

5.  Promote diversity in media representations to counteract monolithic narratives.

Conclusion

Exploring cuban color in tourismthrough the lens of La Lucha’s ethnography offers valuable insights into how

racial meanings are negotiated in a globalized world. By integrating theoretical frameworks with concrete case

studies, we see that color is both a powerful visual marker and a contested terrain for cultural representation.

Contemporary anthropology must continue to examine these dynamics, ensuring that tourism serves as a bridge—

rather than a barrier—between cultures. Through thoughtful engagement, ethical practices, and community

empowerment, the vibrant hues of Cuba can inspire genuine connection and mutual respect among all who visit.
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