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Culture: Lisa Gezon & Conrad Kottak 2nd Edition – A Comprehensive Guide 
to Cultural Anthropology

For students, scholars, and anyone fascinated by the intricate tapestry of human societies, the Culture Lisa Gezon 

Conrad Kottak 2nd editionstands out as a definitive resource. This edition not only builds on the foundational

insights of Conrad Kottak’s celebrated textbook but also incorporates fresh perspectives and contemporary case

studies, thanks in part to the editorial contributions of Lisa Gezon. Whether you’re embarking on your first

anthropology course or revisiting core concepts, this book offers a clear, engaging, and richly illustrated exploration

of what it means to be human in a cultural context.

About the Book: “Culture” by Conrad Kottak (2nd Edition)

Authors and Editorial Team

The original “Culture” textbook, first published in the late 1970s, was authored by Conrad Kottak, a leading figure 

in cultural anthropology. The 2nd edition, released in 2010, sees the addition of Lisa Gezonas a co-editor, who

brings a contemporary lens to the material. Gezon’s expertise in cross-cultural communication and digital

anthropology enriches the text, ensuring that readers encounter modern challenges and emerging global trends.

Publication History

Since its initial release, the textbook has undergone multiple revisions to keep pace with evolving anthropological

theories. The 2nd edition marks a significant update, featuring new chapters on globalization, technology, and

environmental change. The book’s longevity and continuous refinement underscore its status as a staple in

university curricula worldwide.

What Makes the 2nd Edition Stand Out

Updated Theoretical Frameworks

Conrad Kottak’s original theoretical foundation remains robust, but the 2nd edition integrates recent developments

in symbolic anthropology, feminist theory, and postcolonial critique. These additions provide a more nuanced

understanding of how culture operates within power structures and global systems.

New Case Studies and Cultural Examples

Lisa Gezon’s editorial touch is evident in the inclusion of contemporary case studies—such as the digital nomad

movement, indigenous movements for land rights, and the rise of eco-activism. These real-world examples help

students connect classroom concepts to current events, making the material both relevant and engaging.

Enhanced Visuals and Illustrations

The 2nd edition boasts high-resolution photographs, infographics, and interactive diagrams that illustrate cultural

patterns, kinship structures, and economic systems. These visual aids support diverse learning styles and enhance

retention of complex ideas.

Core Topics Covered in the Text



Definition of Culture

At its core, the book defines culture as a shared system of symbols, meanings, and practices that shape human

behavior. The authors emphasize the dynamic nature of culture, highlighting how it evolves through interaction,

migration, and technological advancement.

Anthropological Methods

Students learn about ethnography, participant observation, structured interviews, and comparative analysis. The

chapter includes practical guidelines for ethical fieldwork and data interpretation, preparing readers for real-world

research scenarios.

Society, Kinship, and Family

Exploring kinship systems, marriage patterns, and household organization, this section demonstrates how cultural

norms dictate social relationships. Comparative examples from African, Asian, and Indigenous societies illustrate

the diversity of family structures.

Religion, Myth, and Ritual

The text examines the role of belief systems in shaping moral codes and community cohesion. Case studies cover

everything from Hindu puja rituals to contemporary secular movements, illustrating religion’s adaptability across

cultures.

Economics and Technology

Culture’s economic dimension is explored through the lens of subsistence strategies, market integration, and

technological adoption. The authors analyze how digital tools transform traditional economies, with a focus on e-

commerce in rural communities.

Political Structures and Power

From tribal councils to nation-states, the book dissects how power is organized, contested, and legitimized. It also

addresses the impact of colonial legacies and the rise of transnational governance.

Gender, Sexuality, and Identity

Challenging binary assumptions, this chapter explores gender roles, LGBTQ+ identities, and the intersectionality of

class, race, and culture. It draws on feminist anthropology and queer theory to illuminate diverse lived experiences.

Why Students and Scholars Love This Edition

Pedagogical Features

•  Clear, concise chapter summaries that reinforce key concepts.

•  Discussion questions at the end of each section to stimulate critical thinking.

•  Glossary of essential terms for quick reference.

Critical Thinking Exercises

Each chapter concludes with case-based questions that prompt students to apply theoretical frameworks to real-

world scenarios. These exercises foster analytical skills and encourage independent research.

Cross-Disciplinary Connections

The book’s interdisciplinary approach links anthropology with sociology, political science, environmental studies,

and media studies. This breadth allows readers to see how cultural insights inform a wide range of academic fields.



How to Use This Book for Your Studies

Study Guides and Review Questions

Supplementary study guides accompany the textbook, offering chapter-by-chapter review questions, answer keys,

and suggested reading lists. These resources are ideal for self-study, group discussion, or exam preparation.

Supplementary Resources

•  Online database of cultural case studies.

•  Video lectures by Conrad Kottak and Lisa Gezon.

•  Interactive quizzes and flashcards.

Reviews and Reception

Academic Reviews

Peer-reviewed journals have praised the 2nd edition for its comprehensive coverage and accessible language.

Reviewers note that the integration of contemporary issues makes the text particularly relevant for modern

anthropology students.

Student Feedback

Students appreciate the balance between depth and readability. Many highlight the engaging case studies and the

inclusion of diverse cultural perspectives as key strengths.

Where to Find the 2nd Edition

Online Retailers

Major book retailers such as Amazon, Barnes & Noble, and Book Depository offer the Culture Lisa Gezon 

Conrad Kottak 2nd edition in both print and eBook formats. Prices vary depending on new or used status.

Libraries and Academic Institutions

University libraries frequently hold copies in their anthropology collections. Check your institution’s online catalog or

interlibrary loan system to access the book.

Used Book Market

Secondhand bookstores and online marketplaces like AbeBooks and Alibris often list the 2nd edition at discounted

rates. These can be a budget-friendly option for students.

Conclusion

The Culture Lisa Gezon Conrad Kottak 2nd editionremains a cornerstone of anthropological education,

blending foundational theory with contemporary relevance. Its comprehensive coverage, engaging case studies,

and user-friendly design make it an invaluable tool for anyone seeking to understand the complex layers of human

culture. Whether you’re a first-year student, a seasoned researcher, or simply curious about how cultures shape our

world, this edition offers a clear, insightful, and richly illustrated roadmap to the fascinating field of cultural

anthropology.
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