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Introduction

When heavy-duty performance, reliability, and fuel efficiency converge, the Cummins QSM11 CM570 engine

stands out as a benchmark in the industry. This 11 �liter, 570 �horsepower powerhouse powers a wide array of

commercial trucks, construction equipment, and industrial generators, earning a reputation for durability and low

operating costs. Whether you’re a fleet manager, mechanic, or an enthusiast looking to understand what makes the

QSM11 CM570 a standout, this comprehensive guide will walk you through its design, capabilities, maintenance,

and real �world application.

Overview of the Cummins QSM11 CM570 Engine

Design and Architecture

The Cummins QSM11 CM570 is built on Cummins’ proven QSM11 architecture, featuring a high �strength cast �iron

block, aluminum cylinder heads, and a forged steel crankshaft. The engine’s 11.0 �liter displacement delivers a

robust torque curve, making it ideal for heavy �load scenarios. Its modular design allows for easy integration into

various chassis and platforms, while the compact footprint ensures compatibility with tight engine bays.

Power and Performance

At its core, the CM570 delivers 570 horsepower and 1,800 lb �ft of torque at 1,200 rpm. These figures translate into a

powerful yet efficient drive train, with peak torque available from 1,200 to 2,000 rpm. The engine’s flat torque curve

ensures consistent performance across a wide range of operating conditions, from steep inclines to flat highway

cruising.

Emissions and Compliance

Cummins has engineered the QSM11 CM570 to meet the latest Tier 4 and EPA Stage V emission standards. The

engine incorporates advanced exhaust aftertreatment systems, including selective catalytic reduction (SCR) and

diesel particulate filter (DPF) technologies. These systems significantly reduce nitrogen oxides (NOx) and

particulate matter (PM), ensuring compliance without compromising power output.

Key Features & Innovations

Turbocharging and Exhaust Systems

The QSM11 CM570 employs a twin �stage turbocharger setup, providing ample boost across the RPM range. This

configuration enhances low �end torque while maintaining high �speed performance. Coupled with a variable geometry

turbo (VGT) and an electronically controlled wastegate, the system optimizes airflow, reducing turbo lag and

improving fuel efficiency.

Fuel System and Injection

Fuel delivery is managed by Cummins’ high �pressure common �rail injection system, operating at up to 2,000 bar.

This precision injection ensures thorough atomization, leading to cleaner combustion, lower emissions, and higher

power density. The engine’s dual �pump design—comprising a high �pressure pump and a low �pressure pump—

provides consistent fuel flow even under extreme load conditions.



Cooling and Thermal Management

Efficient cooling is critical for sustaining performance. The QSM11 CM570 features a dual �fan system and a

high �capacity radiator, supplemented by an oil cooler and a water cooler. An integrated engine control unit (ECU)

monitors temperature sensors throughout the system, automatically adjusting coolant flow to maintain optimal

operating temperatures.

Engine Management and Diagnostics

Modern fleet operators rely on real �time data to optimize operations. The CM570’s ECU supports over �the �airline

diagnostics (OTA), allowing remote troubleshooting and predictive maintenance. Built �in sensors monitor everything

from crankshaft position to exhaust gas temperature, feeding data into the fleet management system for proactive

service alerts.

Typical Applications

Commercial Trucks

Heavy �haul trucks, including 18 �wheelers and tractor �trailer configurations, benefit from the CM570’s high torque and

durability. Its lightweight construction compared to older engines reduces overall vehicle weight, improving fuel

economy and payload capacity.

Construction Equipment

Excavators, bulldozers, and backhoes that require consistent power across varying loads find the QSM11 CM570

an ideal fit. The engine’s ability to maintain torque at low RPMs means operators can perform heavy digging or

lifting tasks without engine strain.

Agricultural Machinery

Tractors and harvesters often operate under variable loads and terrain conditions. The CM570’s flat torque curve

and robust design translate into reliable performance in the field, reducing downtime during critical crop cycles.

Industrial & Power Generation

Power generators and industrial drives that demand continuous operation benefit from the engine’s low

maintenance intervals and high reliability. The CM570’s compliance with stringent emission standards makes it

suitable for urban and environmentally sensitive installations.

Maintenance & Service

Routine Maintenance Schedule

To preserve performance and extend engine life, adhere to the following schedule:

•  Oil and filter change: every 3,000–4,000 miles or 12–18 months, whichever comes first.

•  Fuel filter replacement: every 4,000–6,000 miles.

•  Coolant flush: every 24,000 miles.

•  DPF regeneration: as needed based on engine diagnostics.

•  Turbocharger inspection: every 12,000 miles.

Common Issues & Troubleshooting

While the QSM11 CM570 is built for reliability, operators may encounter a few common issues:

•  Turbocharger lag: Often due to oil contamination or worn bearings; replace oil and inspect turbo.



•  DPF clogging: Ensure regular high �speed driving to allow passive regeneration; consider a forced regeneration 

cycle if necessary.

•  Fuel injector misfires: Check injector wiring, perform injector cleaning, or replace if performance does not 

improve.

•  Excessive oil consumption: Inspect piston rings and valve guides; consider a service intervention if 

consumption exceeds 0.5 L/1,000 miles.

Parts and Replacements

Cummins offers a comprehensive parts catalog for the QSM11 CM570, including:

•  Turbochargers, wastegates, and associated plumbing.

•  Fuel injectors, fuel pumps, and fuel filters.

•  Exhaust aftertreatment components (SCR, DPF).

•  Cooling system parts such as radiators, water pumps, and fans.

•  Engine control modules and diagnostic tools.

Service Resources & Support

Certified Cummins service centers provide on �site diagnostics, repair, and preventive maintenance. Additionally, the

Cummins online portal offers downloadable service bulletins, wiring diagrams, and repair guides. For remote

troubleshooting, the OTA system allows mechanics to download real �time engine data for analysis.

Performance Tuning & Upgrades

ECU Remapping

Custom ECU tuning can unlock additional horsepower and torque while maintaining emissions compliance.

Certified tuners adjust fuel maps, boost pressure, and timing to match specific application demands, such as

increased payload or off �road performance.

Aftermarket Components

Upgrades such as high �flow air filters, upgraded turbochargers, and performance exhaust manifolds can enhance

airflow and reduce backpressure. These components should be selected carefully to avoid compromising the

engine’s durability or violating warranty terms.

Fuel Efficiency Improvements

Implementing technologies like variable valve timing, optimized fuel injection timing, and advanced combustion

chamber designs can reduce fuel consumption by up to 5%. Additionally, maintaining proper tire pressure and

reducing aerodynamic drag are simple yet effective measures.

Comparison with Other Cummins Engines

QSM11 CM570 vs QSM11 CM500

The CM500 variant offers 500 horsepower and 1,600 lb �ft of torque, making it a lighter option for less demanding

applications. While the CM570 delivers higher power, it also requires a slightly larger chassis and may have higher

fuel consumption under equivalent load conditions.

QSM11 CM570 vs 6.7L Power Stroke

Both engines are popular in heavy �truck fleets. The 6.7L Power Stroke provides 430 horsepower and 1,200 lb �ft of

torque, but the QSM11 CM570’s larger displacement and higher torque output make it preferable for ultra �heavy



loads. However, the Power Stroke’s smaller size can be advantageous in tighter engine bays.

Pros & Cons

•  Pros: High torque, Tier 4 compliance, robust design, extensive aftermarket support.

•  Cons: Higher initial cost, larger engine size, potentially higher fuel consumption at lower loads.

Warranty & Reliability

Warranty Coverage

Cummins offers a standard 3 �year/36,000 �mile warranty for the QSM11 CM570, covering parts and labor. Extended

warranties are available, extending coverage to 5 years or 60,000 miles, which can be particularly valuable for fleet

operators with high utilization rates.

Reliability Statistics

Field data indicates an average mean time between failures (MTBF) of over 80,000 miles for the QSM11 CM570, a

testament to its robust engineering. Operators report consistent performance even in harsh environments such as

desert or polar conditions.

Owner Experiences

Fleet managers consistently praise the engine for its low maintenance costs and high uptime. Many highlight the

ease of integrating the engine into existing chassis and the availability of real �time diagnostics for proactive

maintenance.

Conclusion

The Cummins QSM11 CM570 engine exemplifies the balance between power, efficiency, and reliability that

modern heavy �equipment operators demand. Its advanced turbocharging, precise fuel injection, and stringent

emissions compliance make it a versatile choice across commercial trucking, construction, agriculture, and

industrial power generation. By following a disciplined maintenance schedule, leveraging OEM and certified

aftermarket support, and considering strategic tuning, operators can extract maximum performance while ensuring

longevity. Whether you’re building a new fleet or upgrading an existing one, the QSM11 CM570 stands as a proven,

high �performance solution that delivers on its promise of durability and power.
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