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Introduction

When you're preparing to join a community college or a four year university in the City University of New York
(CUNY) system, one of the first hurdles you’ll encounter is the CUNY Placement Test. This exam determines which
courses you should enroll in, ensuring that you're neither under challenged nor overwhelmed. A well structurezliny
placement test study guidecan make the difference between a smooth transition to higher education and a
stressful, uncertain start. In this comprehensive guide, we’ll walk you through every aspect of test preparation—
from understanding the test format to mastering study techniques, and from choosing the right resources to
handling test day nerves.

Understanding the CUNY Placement Test

Purpose and Importance

The CUNY Placement Test is designed to assess your readiness in key academic areas such as English, math,
and reading. Your scores help the admissions office place you in courses that match your skill level, which can save
you time and money and increase your chances of success. A solid performance can also open doors to advanced
classes and accelerated graduation paths.

Test Format and Sections

While the exact format may vary slightly by campus, most CUNY placement exams share a common structure:

* Reading Comprehension — 35-40 questions covering passages from literature, social sciences, and natural
sciences.

¢ English Language Arts — 30—35 questions testing grammar, sentence structure, and vocabulary.

* Mathematics — 20—-25 questions covering algebra, geometry, and basic trigonometry.

e Writing (optional) — A short essay or multiple choice writing test.

Each section is timed, so managing your pace is as crucial as answering the questions correctly.

Why a Dedicated Study Guide Matters

Unlike generic test prep materials, a cuny placement test study guidefocuses specifically on the content, style,
and difficulty level of the CUNY exam. It offers targeted practice questions, explains the nuances of CUNY’s grading
rubric, and provides strategies that align with the exam’s emphasis on real world application rather than rote
memorization. By using a guide tailored to the CUNY format, you'll spend less time guessing and more time
mastering the skills the test truly rewards.

Building a Strong Foundation: Core Subjects

English Language Arts

The English section evaluates your grasp of standard grammar, punctuation, and vocabulary. Key focus areas
include:



e Subject verb agreement

e Pronoun usage

e Active vs. passive voice

e Commonly confused words (e.g., affect vs. effect)
e Contextual vocabulary

Mathematics

Math questions often involve algebraic expressions, equations, and basic geometry. Make sure you're comfortable
with:

¢ Solving linear equations and inequalities

e Factoring quadratics

* Understanding ratios, percentages, and proportions
e Basic geometry concepts (area, perimeter, volume)
e Simple trigonometric ratios (sin, cos, tan)

Reading Comprehension

Reading passages on a variety of topics test your ability to identify main ideas, infer meaning, and analyze
arguments. Practice skills such as:

¢ ldentifying thesis statements

Understanding cause effect relationships
Distinguishing between fact and opinion
Tracking the author’s tone and purpose

¢ Answering detail based and inference questions

Step by Step Study Plan

Assessing Your Current Skill Level

Before you dive into intensive study, take a diagnostic test. Many websites offer free practice exams that mimic the
CUNY format. Analyze your results to identify strengths and weaknesses. This baseline will help you allocate study
time efficiently.

Setting Realistic Goals

Based on your diagnostic scores, set specific, measurable goals. For instance:

1. Improve reading comprehension score from 60% to 80% within 6 weeks.
2. Reduce math errors by 50% in the next 4 weeks.
3. Score at least 70% on the English section by test day.

Weekly Study Schedule

Consistency beats cramming. A balanced schedule might look like this:

e Monday — 1 hour math practice (focus on algebra)

e Tuesday — 1 hour reading comprehension (practice passages)

¢ Wednesday — 30 minutes vocabulary drills + 30 minutes grammar review
e Thursday — 1 hour math practice (geometry & trigonometry)

e Friday — 1 hour mock test (full timed exam)

e Saturday — Review errors from the mock test; focus on weak areas

¢ Sunday — Rest or light review (flashcards, audio books)



Adjust the schedule based on your progress and upcoming test date.

Effective Study Techniques

Active Reading Strategies
Reading is not a passive activity. Try these techniques:
« Skim the passage first to grasp the structure.
¢ Annotate key points, arguments, and unfamiliar words.
e Summarize each paragraph in your own words.
« Answer questions before looking at the answer key to test retention.
Math Practice Methods
Math mastery comes from repeated practice and conceptual understanding:
« Work through worked examples before attempting similar problems.
¢ Use a math journal to record common mistakes and their corrections.
e Teach a concept to a peer or even to yourself out loud; teaching reinforces learning.
 Incorporate spaced repetition for formulas and key concepts.
Flashcards and Mnemonics

Flashcards are excellent for vocabulary, grammar rules, and math formulas. Create digital cards with apps like Anki
or Quizlet, and use spaced repetition to maximize retention. Mnemonics help remember tricky grammar points—
e.g., "I before E except after C” can be remembered with the phrase “I before E, except after C, or when sounding
like A as in neighbor and weigh.”

Mock Tests and Timed Practice
Simulate test conditions to build stamina and timing skills:
¢ Take full-length practice exams in a quiet environment.
e Track your time for each section and adjust pacing accordingly.

e After each mock test, review every answer, especially the mistakes.
¢ Repeat this cycle until you consistently achieve your target score.

Resources for the CUNY Placement Test Study Guide

Official CUNY Resources

Start with the CUNY website. Many campuses publish sample questions and guidelines. These materials are the
most reliable source because they reflect the exact test format used by your chosen campus.

Free Online Practice Sites

¢ College Board Practice Tests — Offers practice for the College Board’s placement exams, which align closely
with CUNY’s standards.

e TestPrep.com — Provides free practice questions and detailed explanations.

« Khan Academy — Features comprehensive math tutorials and quizzes.
Books and Study Guides

Invest in a few high quality print resources:

e “CUNY Placement Test Review” — A focused guide with practice questions and test day strategies.
e “The College Board’s Official Guide to the SAT” — While SAT focused, the math and reading sections share



many similarities with the placement test.
« “Barron’s College Placement Test” — Includes full practice tests and answer explanations.

Apps and Tools

Leverage technology to study on the go:

¢ Anki — Flashcard app with spaced repetition.

e Quizlet — Pre made sets for CUNY topics.

* Microsoft Math Solver — Step by step solutions for math problems.
¢ Google Keep — Quick note taking and list creation.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

e Over reliance on memorization — Focus on understanding concepts instead of rote learning.

* Ignoring weak areas — Address mistakes immediately; don’t let them accumulate.

Neglecting time management — Practice pacing early; you'll avoid rushing during the actual test.
Stress and anxiety — Use relaxation techniques and maintain a healthy routine.

Skipping the writing section — Even if optional, practice essay writing to improve overall performance.

Test Day Tips

What to Bring

« Valid photo ID (driver’s license, passport, or school ID).
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